




^ nJT ^'T^tATtK 



tffhrartan 


Vttaipara J-^^k.nn.v, i>.,hirj Llbran 

Oovl. of Mbitt licdtfill 




TIAS 

CONNOlSSEliE 

BY TOWK, 

CRITIC AND CRNSQR GSNil^Stitll, 


N“47. ^THURSDAY, DEQEMB®t 19, 


Htctnfitm hrff, kte^Jupin&it fukqkH 
In duccant i^k vtnettU hgunru* 

MAET. 

Tl< le, wUlings here with MiiohKn te|lk 7^1iiriU)| 

Oil pUysi ot polities^ or what yoaltin» ^ 

Jt has hitherto been imaginedt that though iro iMtE 
equalled, if not surpassed, the ancients in other tibml 
arts, we have got yet^been able to a^tbre at tiM 
lieight ot Eloquence, which was jpossessed in 9oamaidfl|[^ 
a manner by the Grecian and Koman ocathitb Wbe-^' 
ther this been owing to any peculiar oiganissatioa 
of our tongues, or whether it has proceeded from 
iiationaHove of taciturnity, 1 shall not take upon nin« 
to determine : but T will now venture to affirm, 
the j^resent timet might fumish |piwith a more suaw 
prising number of fine speaker^ than have bean aai| 
down by Tally in liis treatisn^Be Claris 
Foreign^ can no lonm (pMeotlnaQb^e&AelMCffiM 
VOL. xxzi. 
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S tm of our climate has (as it vrere) pursed up our 
and that we are afraid^to open our mouths : the 
n is at length dissolved*; and our people, who he- 
fted aibcted m mvity and silence of the Spaniards,^ 
lun^ adopted and nataraliSed the volubility of speech/ 
as well as the gay inannerai^ of the French. 

This dtange has been brought about by the public- 
Spinted attempts of those elevated geniuses, who have 
instituted* certain schools for the cultivation of elo- 
quence in all it's branches. Hence it is, that instead 
of Ungoid discourses from the pulpit, several taber- 
nacles and ineeting-hoa.se8 have b^n set up, where 
lay-preachers may display all the powers of oratory in 
sighs and groans, and emulate a Whitfield or a Wesley 
in nil the figures of rhetoric. And not only the en- 
thusiast has his conventicles, but even the free-thinker 
boasts his societies, where he may hold forth against 
religion in tropes, metaphors, and similes. The de- 
chunationb weekly thundered out at Clare- Market, and 
the subtle argumentations at the Robin Hood, I have 
formerly celebrated: it now remains to pay my re- 
qMKts to the Martin Luther of the age, (as he fre- 
quently calls himself) the great orator Macklin : who, 
by declaiming himself, and opening a school for the 
disputations of others, has joined both the above plans 
together, and formed the Britibh Inquisition. Here, 
wliatever conoems the world of taste lyid literature, is 
debated : oar rakes and bloods, who had been used to 
frequent Cofient-Oarden merely for the sakeof whoring 
and drinking, now resort thither for reason and aigu- 
meat ; and the piaEza b^ins to vie with the ancierit 
portico, where Socrates disputed. 

But what pleases me most in Mr. Macklin’s in- 
etttttdoa ia, that he i^allowed the t&ngues of my fair 
their friO play. Their naOind talents 
for oratory are so ezcdlrntt and numerous, that H 
seema moia oarituc to the wry than prudeim of the 
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othihr sex, that they should be deoi^ the opportttiutjr 
of exerting them. The remarkable teodency m our 
politest ladies, ‘ to talk, though they have notluiig 
to say/ and the tonent of eloquence, that pours (on 
4he most trivial occasions) from the lips of those ^ 
malcb, called scolds, give abundant proofh oi that 
command of word% an4 flow of elequence, which 
so few men have been able to attain. Agam, li action 
IS the life and <^)^ll of an oration, how many adtantagoSB 
ha\e the ladies in this particular^ The waving ot a 
''iiowy arm, artfully i»haded with the em'hantmg •riofie 
of a d luble lufHo, would have twenty times tlie (oroe 
or the stiff ;.ce.saw of a male orator: and when they 
'Scoiiie to the most animated part of the oration, winch 
demand Uncommon warmth and ngitation, we hlii^uld 
be*tanquished by flic taaittig breaat, and all those 
other charms, whit’h the modoru drens is so well cal- 
< uUted to display 

Since the ladies ^are thus undeninbly endued with 
those and many othei accomph'^hmenis lor omtory, 
that no place should hitherto have been opened lor 
their exerting them, is almost uimccounublc 'rhe 
lower order of females liave, indeed, long ago in* 
siituted an academy of this kind at the other end of 
the town, where oy'«tera and eloquence are in equal 
perfection : but the politer part of the female world 
have hitherto had no tuither opportunity ot exercising 
their abilities, thafi the common occasions which a new, 
cap or peteniair, the tea^ or the card*tabl<a iiave af- 
forded them. I am th^efore heartilii glad, tiiai a 
plan IS at length put m execution, wmh will encou- 
rage their popensity to talking, and* enlarge tlici 
topics of conversation : but I would more panicuiaily 
recx)nunend it to ail ladies of a clamorous dispo<»ifion, 
to attend at Macklm^s ; that the lApetuous stream of 
eloquence, which, for want of i^pother has }oiig 
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been poflrcd on their servants or husbands, ma) now be 
carried oflTby another more agreiahlc ihannol. 

I could not have thou^t it possible, that this un- 
dertaking woiftld ha\e auwMted two nights, without 
setting all the /emaie tpogups from St James's to. 
Temple- Jifir in motion. But the ladie» have hitherto 
bt^en dumb , and female eldt}uence*secms as iinhkel\ to 
display Itself in public as ever. Whether the ir mo- 
dfjjiy vrill not permit them to open their months in the 
unhallowed air of Covent-Gordt n, 1 know not* but I 
am rather iiu lined to think, that the questions pro- 
posed have not been sufficiently calculated for the 
female part of the assembly. They peihajis be 
tempted to debate, * whether Fanny Miuray or 

Lady — were tlie properest to lead tlie f.isliion 

* to w Iml lengths a laay might proi t ed wiihoiit the 
loss of her reputation — or ‘ whetlu r the beautifying 
lotion or the royal washball were the most evcclleiit 
cosmetic s.' It might also be expected, in tomplai- 
&ance to the fair sex, that the Inquisitor should nou 
and then read a dissertation on natural and artiiuial 
beauty, in which he might (with that softnr-s and 
delicacy peCuhar to hiffiself ) analyze a lady’s face, and 
give examples of the ogle, the simper, the smile, the 
languish, the dimple, &c. with a word or tw o on the 
use and benefit ot paint. 

But these pomta 1 shall lea\e to Mr IVIacklinV con- 
sideration: III the meantime, asjti^not in my power 
to oblige ^be public with a lady’s speech, I shall hll 
up the remaiu^er of my paper with an oration, which 
iny correspondent la desirous should a^ipear in print, 
though hehac^not sufficient coiihdence to deliver it at 
the Inqubution. 
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QUESTION. 

Whether tlie Stage might not be miKle more oondaciY^ 
to irirttte and mondity 7 

Mr. Inouisxtoi^ 

Ttie ancient' drama had* we know, a religious 
well as political view ; and was designed to inspiijf dMg 
audience with a reverence to the godk and a love 
their country. Our own stage, upon particular occa« ; 
sions, has bran made to answer the same ends. Thiia 
we may remember during the last rebeUion» besideKi 
the loyhlty of the fiddles in the orchestra, we wejNiJ 
inspired with a detestation of the Pom and Pretended 
by the Nonjuror, the Jesuit Caught, rerkio Warbet^ 
or the Popish Impostor, and such other politieo**reti»? 
gtous dramas. i 

But there is a species of the drama, which has noi^ 
yet been mentioned by any of the gentlemen who have 
spoke to the c^uestioo, and which is veiy deficient m 
point of moral : I mean, pantomimes. Mr. Law hi^i , 
bran very severt* on the impiety of repMranting hea^^ 
tlien gods and goddesses before a truly Christian au*^ 
dience : and to this we may add, that Harlequin is but 
a wicked sort of a fellow, and is always running afW the 
girls. For my part 1 have often blushed to see this*: 
impudent rakg endeavouring to cre«5p up Columbine's 
petticoat.^ and at other times ratting Jier neck, *af d 
laying bis legs upon^er lap. Nobody will say, m* 
deed, that there is much virtue or morality in tbe^e 
entertainments : though it must ba confessed to the ^ 
honour of our neighbouring house here, that the 
cromancer and the Sorcerer, after having played many 
unchristian primks upon t^*stage, are at last fairly 
sent to the ^iL 1 would therefore recommend it to 
our pantomime- writers, that Instead of the Panthten^ 
lewd comedies, they would take their subjects 

B 
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frbm old (VilamL moral ballad, or ponay bwtorv 
l^k. Suppose, for example^ they weie to [ji\e u** 
wft story of Patient Griz/le in dumb shew 'Jttting 
ibirth, as how a noble lord (ell in lo\e uith h< r, ah ho 
i|ra0 hunting; — and there you might have the scene ol 
«be spinning wheel, and the song of the Eail^ horn — 
iind as how, after many (na!« of her patience, which 
they might represent by machinery, this lord at last 
mamed hot ; — >and Uien you may have a grand temple 
ond a dance, ^he other house have already icMved 
the good old story of Forlunatus\ wishing cap , and 
they are fond of introducing little children m iheir 
bntertaininents, suppose they were to exhibit ti panio- 
Aime of the Three Children in the Wood 5 — ’t won Id 
lastly pretty to sec the paste-board robin-rt*d- 
weasta let down by wires upon the slag^ to t on er the 

E >or innocent babes with paper leaves Bur if they 
ust have fairies and genu, I w ould advist them to 
)Uike their stones out ot that pretty lutle book, called 
the Fairy Tales. I am sure, instead o( o^^tiicho**, 
horses, lions, monkeys, &.c vve bhoulrl be full as 
well pleas^ to see the Wolf and little Red Uiding- 
Hoed; andrwe bhould laugh vastly at the «id venture'* 
of Puss in Boots I need not point out the ext client 
moral, which would be inculcated by representations 
M this kind; and I am confident they would meet 
With the defMsrved applause* of all the ojd women and 
children m both galienes. 

O. 
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^ ifre^ Uhet tate Deemhriy 

Jt4unUu ila nmjons to/j/criMtl, 

UOR. 

Como, U't u«, like <iUT jovial ureg of old, 

A\ ith gunibol« and mutLc-fnes our Chiihtm] bold. 

A 1 tins season of the ypar it has always been r\is- 
lumary for ^hc lower part of the world to express Uieir 
jrtatitude to their benefactors ; while some of a more 
elevated genius among them clothe their thoughts in a 
kind of holiday dress, and once in the year nae into 
pools, ^riius the bellman bids good night to all hia 
tnasteis and Tnl^tressoH m couf^ta; the ilews*earrier 
hauks Ills own verses; and the very lainp*lighter 
.iddrt his worthy customers in rhyme. As a ser- 
vant to the public, I should be|WaDling in the duo 
respect to my readers, if I also dm not take this oarln^t 
opportunity of paying them the compli]iu*nts of the 
s(>ason, and (in the phrase of their barbers, tailom, 
shoemakers, and olhor tradesmen) wish them a merry 
(*hnstmas and a happy new year. 

Those old-fashioned mortals, who have been accuso 
iomed to look ^pon this season with extraordinary 
dev otion, I leave to con over the explano^on of it in 
Nelson : it slunll at present lie my business to show 
the different iiiethuds of celebrating it in these king- 
doms. With the generality, Cliristinaibis looked upon 
as a festival in the most literal sense, and held sacred 
by getod eating usd drinking. These, indeed, are the 
roost distinguishing marks of Cluiftmas : the revenue 
from the malt-tax, and die duty upon wines ^c. on 
account of thc^e twelve dayi^ litw always been found 
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to increase considerably : and it is impossible to con- 
ceive the slaughWr that is made among the ponltiy 
and the hogs in different parts of the country, to fur- 
nish the nr^igious number of turkeys and chin< and 
collars 01 brawn, that travel up, as presents to till 
tnetropohs on this occasKm* The jolly cit looks upon 
this joyous tune of feasting, with as much pleasuic as 
on the treat of a new-elected alderman, or i lord- 
mayor’s day Mor can the country farmer rail more 
against thMame-act, than many worthy citizens who 
have ever moe been debarred of their annual hare 
while their ladiea can iievei enough regret their lo^s of 
the opportunity of displaying their skill, s.n making a 
most excellent pudding in the tiellj But thfso notabh 
housewives have still the consolation of hearing tlieii 
guests commend the mince-pics without nu at, whidi 
we are assured were made at homi, and not like the 
ordinary heavy things from the pastry-cook’s I’hosi 
good people would, indeed, look upon the ab^tiue ol 
mmce-pies as the highest violauon of (’hnotnms, md 
have remarked withjlM^ncem the disregard that has 
been shewn of late years to that old English repast 
for this excellent Bnt^h oho is as essential to Christ- 
mas, as pancake to Shrove IMesday, tansy to Eastci, 
furmity to Midlent Sunday/ or goose to Michaelmas 
day And they think it no wonder, that our finical 
gentry should be so loose in their pnnciples, as well as 
weak in their bodies, when the **oiid/ 3 ubstantial, Pro- 
testant miuee^pie has given place among them to the 
]Roinao Catholic aumlets, and the light, puffy, hete- 
n>dox petH de tiBguiwtes, 

As this season used formerly to be welcomed in with 
toiore than usual jollity in the country, it is probable 
that the Chnstmas tP&roembranoes,^ with wbioli the 
waggons and stagft-coacbes are at this time loaded, 
first took their nse frt^ the laudable custom of dis- 
tributing ymmsiODS at this severe quarter df the year 
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to iht poor But these presontb are now scWmn aoni 
to thosi tvlai are regally in want t>t th^m, but arc Ue^ 
si^TK il as complmu nl«* \fy the great from thtir mUrion^ 
and (ome t bn fly from the tenant to his rich landlord,. 
01 troni the u>ctor of a lat livings as a kind ol t\the, 
to hi'' patron Nor is the old ho»* pi table English eus- 
tcuu, oi kci ping open house for the poor neighbour^ 
liof <1, any longer legtirdid We might as soon expect 
to (e plum porridge fill a tuieen at the ordinary at 
M luu'^, as that tlu lord ot the manor should nHsAn«» 
lih lus poor tenants to make merry at Ac great house, 
'riu •servants now ‘‘Will the ('hnsttnas ale by them** 
in the hall, wink the squiro gets drunk with h)s; 
hroihci foxhunters in the stnoking-room. ? 

I here is no rank of |xx>ple so heartily rejoinnl at 
the ainval of this fo)lul seahon, aS the order ol 
I mts, jouineymi n, and ajppi entices, and the lower sort 
ol pu>ph in gtncnl No inastei or mi8frc»ss is W'J 
n^id is to ufusc thitn an holiday; and by remarkable . 
gr od link the ‘‘itnc circumstance, which gives them 
m opportunity of diverting themselves, procures them, 
monev to support it, b) the tax which custom hisim* 
posi d upon us in the article ofChrwmas boxes Tbe^ 
butcher and tlie baker send tlieir joumeymen and ap-"- 
pontucs to levy (oulnbutions on their customers^ 
which au paid bulc again in the usual fees to Mr/ 
John and Mis %fary This serves the tradesman as 
a pieteme to fengthen out his bill^ and the master and* 
nnsirt'-s to lower the wages on accouflt of the vhiK. 
The Christmas box was formerly the bounty of well- 
dis[)os»cd people, who were willii]^t<>toninbtite some^j 
thing toward-i rewarding the indue&ipttS, and supplying 
fhtm with nca‘ssan€s. But the gift m now aJinoftjj 
dananded as |^nght, dad our journey men, apprert**' 
iiiea, arc grovm so that instead oi nj-fJ 

i^nriDg then Chnstmasrbdx for its original use, theifl 
ready c^sh serves them only ftt present pocket-^poney j| 
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and instead of visiting iheir friends ard relations tlu y 
commence the J]ue grnitlemen oi the wolI 'I'he 'Six- 
penny hop i« crowded with ladies and gentlemen Iroin 
tile kitchen, the syiens of (yathenne-striLt <liarm 
Iniany an holiday gallant into their snari^s, and tlu 
play-houcies aie hlled with beaux^ wits, and intics, 
hom Chaapside and White-Chapel. The bairow^ are 
anrroundid with raw lads setting their haUjience against 
oranges , and the greasy rai ds a id dii ty c iibbagi - boat il 
Onfptoy the genitelei gann'^teia m eveiy dle-hon*'e \ 
metry Chitsimas has ntinea many a promising )oung 
fellow, who has been Hush ot money at the beginning 
oi the week, but before the end ui it has coininitfcci a 
lobbcry on the till for more. * 

But m the midst of this general festivit) thoK an 
iome ao far from giving into an) evimordiuat^ nu n- 
Inent, that they seem more gloouiy than iiHual, and 
i^pear with faces as dismal as the niunth in whuh 
Christmas is celebrated. I have heatd a plodding ci- 
tlAeu most gnevouMv complain ot tlu grt at expense ol 
Imuse- keeping at season, when Ins own and lii^ 

Wileys relations claimkc pitvilege ot kmdied to lat 
Inni out of house an^onie : tlieu again, considt^ing 
the present total decay of trade, and the great load ot 
taxes. It 18 a shame, they think, that poor shop- 
,kei^ers should be so fleeced and plundered, under tlie 
jprelence of Cbnstmas^'boxes. But if tiadesmen have 
^gny reattoQ to murmur at Chnstmas, mRoy o( their 
^ciiHtomora, on the other hand, tremble at it’s approach; 
M it 19 made V tiaiictioa to every petty mechanic, to 
^break m upon their joy, and disturb a gentleman's 
wpoae at tins ttmf by bringing in his bilL 

Others, who used to be very merry at this season, 
liiava within this year or two been ^uite disconcert|^. 
.To pul them out of tb^if old way, is to put tl^m out 
humour; they have th^fore quarrelled with the 
Wiman^ck, refoae to<keep their Chnsimaa jiccord- 
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ing to act oPparliatnent. My cousin Village informs 
tnc« that this obstinacy i#very common in the country ; 
and that many still persist in waiting eleven days for 
their mirth, and defer their Christmas till the blowing 
of the Glastonbury thorn. In some, indeed, this ca-» 
YilHng with the calendar has been only the result ol 
close economy; who, by evading the expense o( 
keeping Chnstmas with the rest of the world, find 
means to neglect it, when the general time of cele- 
brating it is over. Many have availed themselves oi 
this expedient ; and I am acquainted with a couplet 
who are enraged at tlie New Style on another account ; 
because it puts them to double expenses, by robbing 
them of the opportunity of keeping Christmas-day and 
their wedding-day at the same time. 

As to persons of fashion, this annual carnival is 
worse to them than Lent, or the empty town in the 
middle of hummer. The boisterous merriment, and 
awkward aflectation of politeness among the vulgar, 
interrupts the course of their refined pleasures, and 
drive«i them out of town for the holidays. The few 
who remain are very much at a loss how to dispose of 
their time ; for the theatres at this season are opened 
only for the reception of school-boys and appsalmmefi, 
and there is no public place where a person of fashion 
can appear, without being surrounded with the dirty 
inliabitants of St. Giles’s, and the brutes from the 
Wapping side of Westipinster. These uAbappy suf- 
ferers are really to be pitied; and since Christmas-day 
has to pmons of distinction a great deal of insipidity 
about it, I cannot enough applaud an Ingenious lady, 
who sent cards round to all her acquaintance, iuviuqg 
them 4o a rout oMhat day } which they declared was 
the happiest thbught in the worl^ oecause Chrisuaae- 
day is so like Sunday. 
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J *l \n ci»uito maOonaf admJtqm Itn \ 

} n uttu qi te ctisat atu t< let ha pttma 
Ihij a ertt , prtt ham ie nfqne ar e mi/r ti 
imsthunl (an/mtwh ds mtn i j , 

Autanma. lanla ttt quariefUi cur a dti^m 

11 \ 

lloro t v'l V bt Ik, for taste and bt, iiit\ km « n% 

Siiall m< et*-— >to hx th«> tavliton ot .i , 

Oi iSdp» and rufilex bold th i\«. dtb ii , 

At of tl)eir hviitf thi\ aiiuld dt( ub the < i 
I ife, «oul, and all, would claim tli^ ati n(i n 1 , 

1 or life and soul t« ccitit r*d dr* *s 

TO MR TOWN 

%IUf 

CoNiMTLD olcctiona and duubli* returns btuu' u p^- 
HCiit the general topii oi discourse, a sithictt in \shkh 
tlie ladies, methmks, are but huh cuiuermsl f Ium 
a scheme to pitipose to you iti tlu ir bclialf, u hu h I 
doubt not but you, as, their protc'>s4»d patron will um 
your clocpiciice to recommend and >our duthoriiv to 
enfoue It huii long boim a matter ol«n at corn ( rn t > 
every well-^' isher to the lair sex that the men should 
be allowed the fret choice of feprescniatiM to whom 
they can make oery real or ]>rt tended gnoance 
known, while the women are depn\td ot the same 
pnvilegi^ whin m nahty they ha>e many grievances 
Utterly itmcnowa and unf bought ot^ by the men, and 
uhich cannot be redte&iod hut by a lemalf parliament 
1 do not, indeed, pretend to the honour'ot first pro- 
joctiiig thta adheiDe, sftice au assembly ot tjii-' naturi 
Um boea propound before . but ai> it appears to me so 

4 
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nm»s^aiy, 1 woulil adviM* that wntt^ bt^^immodiah !v 
l^•^u^Hl out fui calling a parliament of womcm, uhicU 
ior the future should as^Anblo evf»iy winter, aittt be 
dissolved evei) third voar. My reason for Hhoriemng 
the tune of their muting proctvcls iroiii the leflcction, 
that lull as much btisinc'^s will bo done, at least as 
many speechc s will b*‘ made, liy women tn thiee yc‘ais, 
a** by men in seven. To this assembly every county 
nnd citv ui h^nccland shall send two membeis, but* 
troui this pi IV liege 1 would utterly exclude ^evory 
borough, ns we shall jiroseiitiy see that lhe\ ran luivo 
no business to transact tlieie. But as I would have 
lluir niiinl>er at least otpiul to that of the other pailia- 
ment, the deficiency bhould bt* bupphcHi by llie square h 
« ind giiiit streets at the court end oi the town, each ut 
wlucli should be rqjrt'sented by one of thoir own inlia- 
hiunts In luimble imitation of the Houses ol Lorda 
and r^ommons, the ladies of pec'rs (whether spiiitual or 
t( ni])ora}) should mi hero m their own right, the otherb 
by elc-ction only; any wot.iau to be qmdified, whosp 
husband, or even whose father (for 1 would by no means 
( xclude the unmarned ladI<^s) is qualified to be* chosen 
into the other. In the same manner, whatever en- 
titles the husband or father to vote at that election* 
should entitle his wife or daughter to vote at this* 
Having <«ettled this point, it now remains to ad)iist 
the subjects vviljeh they are to treat of; and these wo 
shall find to be, mdeed, of the last importance. Wliat 
think you, Sir, of the rt!»e and fall of faablons, of as 
much cousi*quence to th^m as the nso and fall of king- 
doms Is to us ^ of the commencing a new acquaintance, 
equivalent to our making a new alliance ? and adjust- 
ing the ceremouial of a rout or ball, as inU*io‘«ong a» 
the iitehnunurips fff a treaty or a «o|gresb 1 Tin sc- sub« 
jeets, and these aloue, will gufficienlly employ them 
every scissions , and as their jiidgment must be nnal, 
how del j^tful will It be lu have bills brought in to 
VOI- XXXI c 
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determine^ hpw n^any niches of tlie le^; or neck may 
latv fully be exposed, how manj courtesies* at n public 
placeT amount to an acquaintance, and what ire the 
precise privileges of birth or fortune, that entitle tlie 
possessors to give rouH or drum<c, on week da)S or on 
Sundays Whoever should pre-mme lo tian«gress 
against those laws, might be punished <«uUHbl) to their 
offences, and bo banished tiom public place-*, or bo 
wndemned to do pen inre to hnsey-woul'-t v or if any 
female should be convicted of immodiMy she might 
be outlawed, and then (as these lavvs would not bind 
tlie nymphs of Drury) we should ewly distinguish a 
modM woman« as the phrase is if not b) her looks, 
at least by her dress and ap|K^aranic. , and thi \ ictonous 
Fanny might then be sudered to stnke bold stiokes 
without nvalry or imitation !i any man, too should 
be found so grossly offendiTig agairisi tht laws of 
fiishion, as to refuse a member a bow at a play, or a 
salute at a wedding, how suitably wouM he be punish- 
ed by being reprimanded on his kneels in such an 
assembly, and by so hno a woman us we may suppose 
the speaker would be i Then, doubtless, w ould a gi and 
committee sit on theaflair of hoops, and wc^re they 
established in their present form by proper authority 
doors and boxes mignt be altered and enlarged accord- 
ingly. Then should wc tilk as taniiliail} of the vi^^it 
bill as of Uie marriage bill , and with what pleasure 
should we pmse the regulations ot the committee of 
dress ^ Every loier of decorum would be pleased to 
bear, dial reffactory females 'jere taken into custody 
by the Ubher of the black fan The double return of a 
Tisit would occasion as many debate s as the double 
telam for a certain cxiunty and at the e\e of an elec- 
tion, how pretty wpuid i* be to see*the^ ladle* of the 
dure going about, mounted on their white palfreys, 
and canvassing for votes. 

Tdi this great pmpoac is attained, 1 see not bow 
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the ^uiible enennitiei) in point of dirss ^nd fftilurc^m 
point ol iOlem^llv, can edecttially be prevented Hut 
then, and not Uetore, I *ahall hope to see poiiteness 
and good breeding distinguished from foimaluy and 
at}(*ctatioii, and diesses lavented that will improve, not 
diminish rhe (h<ir«ns ol the lair, and rather become 
IhawdiNjrui'WJ tile \%eaiers 

J am. Sir, your h, &c, 

Timothy Tanvass* 

1 am muib obliged to iny corre^ndent for hn 
lotUT i.ul lit iriiiv AMsh that thi^ ^ liiMno was carntni 
into riu* liberties daily taken in point of 

du ss ut inaiid pi oper i e>4trirtiuns. The ancienta settled 
their natiofidl habit by law: but the dress oi our own 
country h -.o very fluctuating, that if the great grand^ 
mothers ol tlie pre"! uf generation were to arise, they 
would not he anlc 10 guesn at Uioir posienty horn their 
dtL'4'3 hut w ould lane y thetmelveo in a strange rountry. 
As tht M aflairs tall more immediately under the a>gui* 
vanc< ol the ladies, the female woihl in general would 
soon bo snisible ol the advantages accruing frofr a 
femait parliament , and though fadiesof fashion might 
prohnlilv t lanu some peculiar hberties m dn«w by th«r 
privilege, it might naturally be expected thet (his 
WHO assembly would at least keep the real of the sex 
111 order , nui sufler enormouB hoops to sprpad them- 
selves luross the* whole pavement, the detriment bf 
all honest men going ufK^n business along "the street ; 
nor |i*'rniu the chandler’s wife to retail half-quarterns 
from bihind the counter, in a short stomacher and 
without an handkerchief. 

1 am awaie that a considerable objeeuon may be 
brought against diih scheme ‘ (a> ^it, that a female 
porliaineut (hkf those ol the men) may be subject to 
corruption, and made dependaft on a court The 
enormous Kli/abeth rufl, and the awkward Queen of 
cd 
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ScoN mob, ^arc fcital inBtanrm of the ev»l iiiflutnce 
vhich courts have uj>oii tu^^luous jnd is no one can 
tell the pomT, Mimh a Briih*-h queen might have over 
the councils ot a female parliament, future ages might 
perhaps see the «tays holsU n d out into hun»p*bac ks, or 
the pettuoats ht clovin to conceal i bandy log, tium 
the same soiviit compldi-jaiuc* vvhu h wpiptil the neck'=' 
of Alexander’s courtiers 

But though u parliament on the f on going scheme 
has not yet taken place, an institution ot the lik4 n i- 
tiue has Ix'en contrived among the order qt tcmale'^, 
who (as I mentioned in a former paper) advertise lor 
gentlemen to play at caids with ilum ’Flu reader 
may remember, that some time ago an 'idvcilistmint 
speared in the public papers, trom the C’ovcnt-Ciaulen 
ffoeiety; in which it wan set luith, that one ot their 
niiiiiliris was voted common This xiy society is 
c omjxised of those agietable young 1 idu s v liost 
m^s It is to play at cards with those gentlemen, who 
have good-nature and iortune sutticient to sudowii 
contented witli being loseis It is divided, like the 
upper and lowerliousC'^ol Parliariunit, into Ladies and 
(^oinmonb The upper order ol card-plavers take 
their seats accoiding to the rank oi those who game 
at high Hlahea with them ; while the Commons are 
made up of tlie lower aori of gamblers within the hun- 
dreds oiJDrury and (’ovent-Gaiden Every one is 
obliged to pay a certain ta\ out of 4ier i ard-numey , 
and the rtfrenuo anting fiotn it is applied to the levy- 
ing ot hoop petticoats, sacks, peten lairs, caps», h<u)d- 
kerchiofs, aproqs, Ac to be* issued out nightly at- 
rording to the exigence and degree of the members. 
Many revolutions have happened m this society since 
Its lubtitucion: a^commonu in the space of a kw 
wedcs has been called up to the lIiAiso of Indies, 
and another, who atrhrst sat as peeress, hais been aud- 
dcnly degfadodiund voted common. 
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More paiiiculais of (hit> sociiity Hdve not come to 
my knowledge but th^ir dt^bign seema to be, to erect 
a common wt a ith ol ihemselvt*s, and to rescue their 
liberties fiom being iju\aded by those who have pre- 
sumed to t)ranai/e over thm« It this practice of 
pla\ing then own cards, and -shuffling for themselvea, 
"hould generally prevail among all the agreeable 
young gum iler*^ of (^'>\ett»-Galaen, I am Cj^ncerned 
lo linnk what will become ol the venerablo sisterhood 
id Douglas, HaildiX'k, and >4oble, as wel^as the fra- 
tirnity ol Hams, Dorry, and the rest of thobc gentle* 
mm \vhv> have hitherto acted as groom-portoiH, and 
liad the (hifuipal direction of tho game From nucha 
( ontb nation it may giealiy be feared, that the honour- 
able profession of pimp will m a short time become aa 
n^c 1( ss as that of a Fleet-parson. 
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— — n<a* 

P^rnpU hu mu not odtu m , iucuquc i tdfndic^ 
i U tbi constant mmn ntt pectore lethum 

LCCKfiT 

O deaf to nature, ao^to HravV* cominahd' — 

A^aina th}si If to lift Uit murd’rms; hand * 

<> datniiM dc&pair'— toafiun t1i«> living light. 

And plongr thy truiUy boul lo pndleii night ' 

Thf last sessions deprived im of the only 'U-vivii^ 
mefhber of .y«8ciety, which (dtnog its short exiet* 
ence) wa*5 equal both in principles and practice to ther 
Mohocks and Hell-Pire-Clnbfif freni#*ndoiw memory* 
This <-oc1ety was composed of a few broken 
c 3 



THF <ONNOI<?sr PB. 


18 


50 


and dei>pcratp t^ouifg rakos, mIio threw |lie small re- 
mains oi thur bankrupt tortum s inu^ i nt common 
atock» and theme assmntHl tiu mini oi tlu Last (bn- 
lif^a Club A dioitlife and a ituriv otu was iheu 
favourite maxim ^ and the\ dettimimd when their 
timuiccM should bo quite t \hiuHted, to die as they had 
jSIved, like p^ditlenun Simw oi thoir numbers had 
|he liick^lo t a rtprutc bv a £;ood run at (aids, and 
'Otiurs by bnappin;^ up a rub licirLssur a dowif^ii , 
while the r|st, who wck not cut off m thi natiual way 
by dmU or the jraPows, reiy rtsolutely tnad(* then 
fUtWvs with laudanum oi the pistol The last tint 
retnaiiud ot this society bid very calmU prtpartd fo»* 
(bia own ( mention, he had lotkod his pistoUdth 
beratel) placed the rou7/le of it to hij> tisnpU and was 
ju^*! g)nij to pull the trigger, when> 1 ie betlioui^ht hirn- 
beli th i* ho < ould i nipmy Jt to Wtter pm (kw* upon 
Houiisiow ff<Hth« 'JVs brave man, however, had 
but a ver> li rt respite, and w is obliged to suftd the 
ignonun) oi going out of the world m the vuicjar way 
b\ in halier 


The eminu«s of play will peihaps (oiwuler those 

S ntlemen, who boldly stake their w holt fortinus at 
u gaming-table, in the bame view with these despe- 
Imdoes , and they may oven go «o far as tq regard the 

E lite and honourable absemblj at White’s a« a kind ot 
ist Guinea Club. Nothing, they will siy, is so 
Kuciuating aj th^ j^operty of a gamci^ter, w ho (when 
lo^k runs against him) thrown away whole at res at 
every caat ol the dire, and whose houses are as unbure 
a ^ssesbion, as if the) were built with tiirds Mant, 
iiadeed^ have lieen redurtd to their last guinea at thi« 
genteel gaming-house, but the most inveterate enemies 
10 White's must alloCv, that it is buf i ;vw and then, 


that a gamester of quality, who looks upon it as n to^^b- 
up whether there is another world takes hia chauce, 
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and dispaldiw himself, when the ocl|cU aijs against him 
in this. 

lint however free the gdntlrmen of White’s may be 
from any imputation of this kind, it mast be confc^, 
that suicide iK’gins to prevail so generally, that it is 
the most gallant exploit, by \thich our modern heroes 
choose to signalize themselvtsi ; and in this, indeed, 
they liehavo with uncommon prowess. From the days 
of Plato flown to these, a suicide has alw^ays beerv 
compared to a soldier on guard deserting his pd.st; but 
1 should rather consider a set of these dc^spemte men, 
who rush on certain death, as a body of troops .sent 
out on thrforiorn Hope. They meet every face of 
death, however horrible, with the utmost resolution : 
some blotv their brains out with a pistol ; some ex- 
pire, like Socrates, by poison ; ^mo tall, like Cato, on 
die point ol their own. swords jand others, n ho Iiavn 
livinl like Nero, nftect to die like Seneca, and bleed to 
death, 'flie most exalted geniuses I evt^r rcmeinber. 

have heard of, were a^iarty of reduced gaiiuwtiTs, 
wlio liravely resolved to pledge each other in u bowl 
of laudanum. I vvaa also lately informed of ii gen- 
tleman, who went among hisu^mil companions at the 
gaming-tablo the day bcibre he made away with him- 
self, and coolly questioned them which they thought 
the easicTst ahd gcnUxslost method of going out of the 
world ; for there is as much difference between a mean 
Iverson and a mJki of quality in their ^manner of^ de- 
stroying tiiemselvcs, as ig their mibAQer of living. 'I'lie 
poor sneaking wretch, starving in a garret, tucks him- j 
self up in liis list garters; a second, crost in lov^;. 
drowns himself, like a blind puppy, in Uosainond’'s 
Pond : and a third cuts his throat with his own razor# 
But tlie man oMasiiion almost^a^ays dies by u pis-^ 
tol ; and eveirlhe o^bler of any spirit goes off by a 
dose or two extraordinary of gi|t 

But tUfe false notion of courage# howerw noble 
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It may appcfli|[ to.thc^ rk*.p<»rHf aiul abandoned, m 
real it} amounts to no inou' than tho n solution ot th(- 
bighwiiyman, ‘^hoots Imnsiir wuli his own pistol, 
wliwi he linds it impossible lo ivtnd lieing taken All 
piaeticable means thtri lure, should bi* devistd to ex- 
tirpate hUch absurd biavcry, and to make it appear 
I'W) way horribh, odious, ( on t4Mopiibie, and nduii- 
lous. Kiom reading the public pniits a foreigner itughl 
^ lit nitiuallv hd to imngme, thatwi are tin nibst luna- 
ti( pi ople HI llie whole w orld Almost every day informs 
u^, that the eoroner’s tmpust has set on rtie body of 
SI iMf imserable smcide, and brought in their verdict 
hiriucv but u is >cry well known, that the inipiiry 
has not lieeu made into the state of mind of the de- 
4;eaflid, hut into bis ioi tune and family 'Phe law has 
nidtid pioMded, that the dehlnjrate si U murderer 
should hi treated like a hnite, and dtniied the ritf s ot 
biHi il but among hundreds of lunatics b\ purihtbc, 
i m vti km w thn MUtence executed but on one poor 
coblik I w ho hanged himself m his own stall A penny - 
less poor dog, who has not h k onough to aefi ly the 
fun* 1 1 { ibniges, may pwhaps be excluded the church- 
yard but scir«murder by a pistol genteelly mounted, 
or the Paria-hiUed sword, qualifies the polite owner 
for a Hudden death, and entitles him to a pompous bu- 
nsK an<l a monument setting forth his mHuos m West- 
ininster-Ablj*»y, KvOry man m his sober s< lyiust 
* wish, dut the most severe laws that cmiid possibly }>e 
oontnted v^ere enibSted against suicidtsi Th):^ nHoc k- 
mg biavado ne\er did (and 1 am confident no^ cr w ill 
prevail among the more delicate and tend* r sc‘\ lu oui 
awn tiafioft : though history informs us that the Ko- 
man ladies were once so infatunUd as to throw of! tin 
so(tne% of their oatfre, and commit fi ^uce on tium- 
j. sehes, hll the madness vras curbed by exjxi^ing thou 
naked bodies m the tnibbc i^treeis This, 1 think, 
would afiprd as hmt (or fl^iing the like maks of ig 
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nomjny on our nulc suicide^ andll t(o\dd have 
eveiy lower 'aretrh of tins sort dragged at the oartN 
tail, and atterwards hu«ig m thaina at his own door^ 
oi have his quarters put up tn teirortm m the moht 
public places, os a robt'l to his Maker. But that the 
4>tU(fde ol quality might be treated wtth more respect^ 
lie should bo indulged in having hib wounded corpse 
and shattered brains lie (as it wore) in atato tor some 
daj',, of wlm h dioadiul «i{H?ctarle we may concew 
the hoiror from the iollowmg picture dcawu by 
Drydi n 

Tlu sl.i> n of himsilf too saw I there ; 

<on(;ear<l Mas rlolUd lu lii« hair 
With * > t** half * losMj and mouth wide ope he !av» 

And c^iim 4s when he breath’d his atillea soul away. 

I>RY»EN’8 FABLES, 

The common murderer has hi< skeleton prewved at 
Surgooirs riall m older to deter others from Wing 
guiliy ol the same < rime ; and 1 thittl 11 would not lie 
im[uop<*> to have a charnel-house set apart to n*cpivo 
the bo‘it‘s of these nioie unnatural scU-mut denars, m 
w Inch mouunicnts should bo erected giving an a< count 
ol their deaths, and adorned with the glorious ciibigiis 
of then ^aslmeo^, tlie rop, the kuiie, the sword, or 
the pistol 

The cause of these frequent self-murders among us 
has been generally imputed to the ^mliar tempi i at uro 
of our rliniatfH Thus a dull day ta looked upim as a 
natural ordci of execution, and fe^l^hmen must ne- 
cessarily shoot hang, and drown thembelves in No- 
vember, That our spirits are in some measure influ- 
enced by the dir cannot lue denied; but we art* not 
su(h mire barometers, as to be diivcn to despair and 
drath by the MY>all degree of gloom, that oui winter 
brings with /(u If we have oof ’so much sun dune as 
some countries in the worlds we have infiuucly more 
iLan nicU9>y others; and 1 do neft hear tliat men dispatch 
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tUemselvBS by JoBens m Russia or Sweden, or that 
tliey ure uname trf beep up their spiriH e^en in tne 
tola) darkness of Greenland. * Our i iimate exempts us 
from many diseases, to v^hich othei more <tautherii 
natioAs are naturally subject, aad I can ne\cr be 
{tenmaded, that l>eing botn near tlu* north-pole is a 
physical cause ioi seli-murdu. 

Despair, indeed, is the natural cause of these shock- 
artioru^ but tins is comnionly despair brought on 
by uj lul extravagance md debauchery Tluse fust 
iiivdve men m dif!iruh»os, and then death at once 
d( liw rs them of thoir lures and their carts For niy 
part, Mhon 1 see n young proihgatc wantonly souan- 
d^ng his iortuue in bagnios or at iho gaunng-tante« I 
Cannot help looluo^on him as habieuing his own deatli, 
and in a mannor digging his oi%n grave As he h at 
last uuluced to ktU bunself by motives arihing Irom 
his I (onsidei him as dying of some disease, 
whii)} those vices naturalty produce. If bis extiava- 
Ipince has boon chie&y m iuxunous eating and drink* 
mg, 1 iinagmo him poisoned by his wmes, oi sur* 
leited b) a iaxounte dish, and if he has thrown away 
bis estue in bawdy houses, 1 conclude him dcstio^cd 
by rottenness and filthy disease. 

Aiu^ther pnnripal cause of the irequtney of suicide 
IH the noble spirit of freo^thmking, which has diffused 
itsoU among all ni|i|e of people The hbertme of 
loshiou has too a tasto to iroabl< himself at all 

'about » soul ^r tm hmeidler ; but the vulgar mhdel li 
at ^voiiihriul pams to get nd of Ku> Bible, and labours 
Ip pMiatudo himself out of bis religion For this pur* 
jj^ioae be attends constaof'^ at the disputant societu^s, 
where be nears a great deal about free-will, fiee-egen- 
c>, and predestination, nil at length he is convinced 
that man la at liberty \o do as he ple^aoti, lavs his 
mister tunes to the ebiuw of Provident r, and comforts 
hnusclt that ha was indinlably de&uaed to ba tied up 
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in hi8 own gsrtore. The courage of these heroes pro- 
ceeds from tlie same principles, whether they faU by 
their own hands, or those of Jack Ketch : the suicido 
of whatever rank looks death in tlie face without 
chunking: as the gallant rogue aflects an easy uncoil* 
cent under Tyburu, tlirows away the psaim-book, 
bids the cart dnve off with an oalh| and swings like a 
gentleman. 

If thus madness should continue to grow more and 
more epidemicai, it will lx* expedient to have a bill of 
suicides distinct from the common bill of moruhi)|^ 
brought ill yearly ; in which should be set down iUo 
numlK'r o(”suicides, their methods of destroying them- 
solves, and the Ukciy causes of ihetr doing so. In 
this, 1 believe, we should find but few martyrb to tho 
weather ; but their deaths woul^ commonly bo im- 
puted to despair, produced by some causes similar to 
the tollowing. In the little Htelch of a bill of smetde 
uiideruoath, 1 have left blanks for the date ol tin* year, 
as well as tor the number of self-rourdiTers, (heir 
manner ol dying, &c. which would naturally bf* filled 
up by the proper ^persons, if ever tliis scheme should 
lie put in execution. 


Bill of Suicide for the year > — - 

Of Newmarket Races jOf a Toarthrough Tunt aii<t 

tlaly . . 

Of Bktliigbwkv . « .. 
Of the Robin Hood Socjft> . 

Ofau Equipage 

Of a 0€« Kennel • « 

OfCoveabOardea 

OfPiaya, Operas, 
Masqaerad^ llout«» Urums, 

fcc. 

Of keeping the bc*tt Cum- 

peigf 


Of Kept Mistresses 

^Elevtioaceriiig 

Or lotteries #. 

Of French Claret, French 
Locc^ French Cooks, and 

French Ihtease 

Of White’s 

Of Cbiovse Temple-, icc. 

Of a Couatrv 


Of a Town HoiiO 
Of Fortttiie-huiitisg , 

W. 
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Athif quod u^sumvni ures, perunigue la6me: 

Adde quod alienus iuh fuutu degitur alai» 

Labitur ir.teiea reSt el vadtnwnta Jiuntf 
Languent atque agTotutJama vacilians, 

^ LUCRET. 

When haughty miatre^fces our souls enthral. 

They waste our strength, our fortune, fame, and all, 

^ Mortgage on mortgage loads the bankrupt cult, 

Who gives up wei^lth and honour for a trull. 


Since pleasure is almost the only pursuit of a fmo 
^ntleman, it is very necessary, for the maintaining 
his consequence and character^ that he should have a 
girl in keeping. Intriguing with women of fashion, and 
debauching tradesmen’s daughters, •naturally happen 
in the common course of gallantly ; but this convernent 
fraiale. to fill up the intervals ot business, is tlic prin- 
cipal mark of his superior taste and quality. Every 
priggish clerk to «n*'attomey, or pert apprentice, can 
throw away hit occasional guinea intCoventrGarden ; 
but the shortness their finances will not permit thgm 
Ijb pi|rsevere in debauchery with the air and spirit of a 
TOin of quality. The kept mistress (which those half- 
fqmbates dare not think of) is a constant part Of the 
retinue of a complete fine gentleman ; and is, indeed, 
as indispensabie 9^ part of his equipage, as a French 
^airi de cfiambre, or. a four-wheeled plht-chaise. 

It was formerly thp fashion among the ladies to keep 
a monkey. At that time every woman, of quality 
•thought herself to follow the mode and even 
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tho merchants’ ,wives in the city had their fashionable 
pugs to play tricks and br^k china. A girl in keeping 
lb as disagreeable to some of our men of pleasure^ os 
pug was to some ladies; but they must have one to 
spend money and do mibchief, that they may be reckon- 
ed young fellows of spirit Hence it happens that 
many gentlemen maintain girls^ who, in fact, arc little 
more than their nominal mistresses ; for tliey see them 
as seldom, and behave to them with as much indif* 
ference, if they were their wives; howeve*-,‘as the 
woman in a manner bears their name, and is maintain- 
ed by them, they may appear in the world with tlul# 
gimteei cliafacter of a keeper. 1 have known several 
gentlemen take great pains to heighten their reputation 
in this way ; and turn off a first mistress, merely bo- 
eauMe she was not sufficiently known, for the sake of a 
celebrated woman of the town, a dancer, or an actress ; 
and it is always the first st^ of an Englishman of 
fashion , after his arrival at Paris, to take one of the 
Filles d’Opera under his protection. It was but the 
other day,tliat Florio went abroad, and left his girl* to 
roll about the town in a chariot, wdh an unlimited 
order on his banker ; and almost as soon as he got to 
France, took a smart girl off the stage> to make as 
genteel a figure at Panp. In short, as a gentleman 
keeps running horses, goes to White’s, and gets into 
parliament, for ^ the name of the thing; so must bo 
bitwise have his kept mistress, because it is the fashion : 
and I was mightily pleased with heatring a gentleman 
once boast, that he lived like a man of quality — For,’ 
says lie, ^ 1 have a post-chaise apd never ride in it ; I 
have a wife and never see her ; and 1 keep a mistress 
and never lie with her.’ 

But, if thyt^aort of keeperslwho never care a 
farthing for their mistresses, are to be laughed at, 
those who arc really fond of thlir duldneas are to be 
pitied. ’The most hen-pecked hiicbandi that evfr bora 

VOL. xxxi. n 
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the grievouafyokff of a shrew, is not half so miserable, 
as a man who is subject ^to the humours and unac- 
countable caprice of a cunning slut, who finds him in 
he/power. Her behaviour will continually give him 
turn occasion of jealousy ; and, perhaps, she will really 
di^mnse her favours to every rake in town, that will 
bid up to her price. She will smile, when she 'wants 
money; be insolent, when she does not; and in short 
leave no artifice untried, to plague his heart, and drain 
his pocket A friend of mine used constantly to rail 
at the slavish condition of married men, and the 
tyranny of petticoat government : he therefore pru- 
dently resolved to live an uneoiitrouled Imchelor, and 
for tfaat reason pitched upon a country girl, who should 
serve him as a handmaid. Determining to keep her 
in a very snug and retired manner, he had even calcu- 
lated how much she Would save him in curtailing his 
ordinary expenses at taverns and bagnios : but this 
scheme of economy did not last long : for the artful 
Jude soon contriv^ * to wind her close into his easy 
bdart,’ and inveigled him to maintain her in all the 
splmidor and edat of a first-rate Wy of pleasure. He 
at’dirst treated her with all the indifference of a 
fashionable husband: bbt as soon as she found herself 
tabe entire mistress of his affections, it is surprising 
to think what pains ^ took, to bring him to the 
most abject cohi^tiaitice with all her -ij^himsies, and to 
tame him tp the dung he now is. A fTownj|Ji 

his part would Ai^ueidly cost him a brocade, an^a 
from her was ^re to extort a new handk^rdiief or 

Upon dUy slight quarrel O she would 

him that xncimeDt;-— and though die l^gage 
had more cunning than to hazard an intrigue with any 
one dse^ sl^ wouQiwvork upon his^^jigloasy by con- 
tinually twltdiig 1^ widi— She knew a gentleman, 
who would aecM teiite so barbarou^y.— and die 
: ^outd go lo could be sure she was not 
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wiih child.— This last circumstance ivaa a cwp re^ 
sem, which never failed to briiig about a rocuncilia* 
tion : nay, 1 have known hir make great use of breed-* 
ing qualms upon occasion ; and things were once come 
to such an extremity, that she was even forced to have 
recourse to a sham miscarriage to prevent their nmtx* 
ration; He has often been heard to declare, that if he 
ever Imd a child by her, it should take its chance at 
the Foundling Hospital. He had lately an oppor- 
tunity of putting this to a trial : but the bare hinting 
such a barbarou.s design threw the lady into hysterics. 
How'ever, he was determined diat the babe, as suou^ 
as it was bom, should be put out to nurse, — he hated 
the squall of children. Well ! madam was brought to 
bed : she could not bear the dear infant out of her 
sight ; and it w ould kill her not to suckle it herself. 
The father wa^ therefore obliged to comply ; and an 
acquaintance caught him the other morning stirring 
the pap, holding the clouts before the fire, and (in a 
woidj dwindled into a mere nuree. Such is the trans- 
formation of this kind keeper, wltose character is still 
more ridiculous than that of a fondlewife among hus- 
bands. The amours, indeed, of these fond souls, com- 
monly end one of these two ways : they either find 
themselves deserted by their mistress, when she has 
effectually ruined their constitution and estate; or,^ 
after as many years cohabitation as would have tired 
thejni of a wife, they grow so doati^jl^ fend of tbeu* 
whtdfe, that, by marriage, they niaku her &n honest 
woman, and perhaps a lady of Quality. 

The most unpaidonable sort of keepers are married 
men, and old men. I will give the reader a short 
sketcl^of each of these characters, and leave him to’ 
judge for himself • % 

Cynthio, abdut two years ago, was married to 
riarinda, one of the finest the world, llvr 

temper and disposition were as agM||^|Ue as her pemotu 

D ^ 
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and her chicL* endeavour was to please her husband. 
But Cynthiu a folly and vanity soon got tlie better of 
his constancy and giatitude; and it not six months 
after his marnage, before he took a girl he was for- 
sieiiy ao(}uaiutea with into keeping. His dear Polly 
Usea him like a dog ; and he is cruel enough to re- 
venge the ill treatment he receives from her upon his 
wife. He seldom visits her, but wlicn hi** wench has 
him out of humour ; and once, though indeed iin- 
koowingly, communicated to her a filthy disease, for 
which he was obliged to his mistress. Yet is he 
igiatill so infatuated as to dost on this vile hussy, and 
wishes It in his power to annul his marriage, and legi- 
imate his bastards'by Polly, 'rhough it is palpable 
to every bne but Cynthio, Aat Polly has no attraction 
but the name of mistress, and Clannda no fault but 
being his wife. 

Sir Thrifty Gripe is arrived at his grand climac- 
teric,* and has just taken a girl into kei'ping. Till 
very lately, the multiplication table was his rule of 
life, and ‘ a penny saved is a penny got,* was his fa- 
vounte maxim. But he has suddenly deserted Win- 
gate for Hociiester, and the ’Change for Covent-Gar- 
den. Here he met with the buxom Charlotte, who at 
once ojiened his heart and his purse, and soon began 
to scatter his guineas in paying her debts, and sup- 
plying her fresh expenses, tier et^uipage is as genteel 
and 4^!egaat os that of a duchess ; hnd the wise men 
in the mey sliake their hc^s at Sir Thrifty as die 
greatest spendthrift in ‘ town. Sir Thnfiy was for- 

merly married to amerdMmrs daughter, who brought 
ium a fortune of 40,0001; but, after she had two 
^aons by him, he sent her into the ^orth of ]^ales 
to live cheap, aigi^preveQt the pnid^able expense of 
more children. RiSjsons were obli^d to an uncle 
loi education; aodsBir Thnfty now scarce allows 
enough to aoj^oft them. His mistress and be 
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alniost always^ appear together at publii^ places where 
<o]Ei iantly make*? a jest of hitn, while the old 
dot tril iidnglea at her elbow, like January by the side 
of M I'v I hu^ »Sir Thrifty liven, cuiscd by his own 
‘on- jiltul hv Ins iointre*»s and laughed at by the 
nM < till world 

If m vpr> diverting to observe the shifts to which 
p< M «■ m jddling or *ow life art reduced, in order 
to ^ 1 ■» now I tmbtaAce V idi which they nome* 

tiiin^fhx lo K dicm-^elv »»» *1 hee\tra\ag<iitct of 
a..ir h ))i>t rnanv iUik on defrauding his luaMler, 
SI nt Wrtny fi Mie-j'icd gi nth man’s watch to the pawu<« 
broki stnl Jus ilothes lu Monmouth Street, as well 
as tht poo gi ntleinan himself lo the gannng-tablc, qt 
pel haps to ilouiislow Ur ith 1 know a tenipliii who 
ahvAVb kccj'fa a girl for the first month aftei he receivob 
Ills allowance at tin end of whjtch, hiapovetty obliges 
him to di caid her, and h\e on mutton-rbops and 
porter foi thi rtsi of the quarter* and it was but 
lately, tint rny metcer discovered his apprentice to be 
concerned with two others in an association foi main- 
taining one trull common to the whole three 

This review of one of the chief sourc as of extra- 
vagance, in the higher and ^middling walks of life/ 
will help u^ in accounting foi the frequent mortgagee 
and distresses in lamilies of fashion, and the numerous 
bankiiipiLies m liade Here also I cannot help de- 
serving, that, ill this case, the misbehavjoui of the 
wonu n lb in a gieat nvt^asuie to be charged to tin 
men for how can it be exputod that a lady should 
take any pleasure in dischaiging the domestic duties 
of a wife, when she sees her husband’s afloctions 
placed abroad Nothing, indeed, c an bo advanced m 
vindication ofliiebe conduc*t m tkidifair sex , but, con- 
sidering our ifmern morals, it w surely not much to 
be wondered at, when the huftbaad openly aflronts 
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his family bv feeepfog a wonrh, if the \ 51 fe alw takes 
carp to provide herself a gallant. 

O. 
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Qt^em M putlhrum ta^ci a choWf 
J^Jne tttgaceM falletfi hiupttet 
Dtsermtn cbteutunL^ solutu 
CnntbuSf ainbtgUooue vuUu, ' 

HOR 

In form 80 <!elK*ate, 80 ^oft lu 8 ^kln, 
ftK) ffitr 10 feature, and so bmooth Ins rlun, 

Qu t< tu uiiinan him noUitni; wants but tins , 

Put him in eoatft, and he’s a very Miss 

Nnn tlla coio eaUthisvt Minervijt 
piemineas ntsusia manus, — — 

\IRG 

See the she-rako her loiter sex disonn 
'Iht. breechet more become her than the gown. 

•V 

I AM persuaded that ray readeis will agree with me 
m thinking, that the writers of the following letters 
ought 10 change clothes, since, as the case ^^tandb at 
present, ihe^one seems to be a pretty misb in breeches, 
and the other a blood m pettiroats 

TO MU TOWN. 

MR, 

Rocks, deserts, wilds, wastes <iavages, and barba- 
rians, make up thefttum total of th(^ ydions country. 
1 am jubt returned from a visit there ; Jhid would not 
pa<ib another three W0b1c9 m the bame way to be lord 
' the manor* 
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Having received frequent invltaUona fr|^m Sir Samp* 
sou Fivo-bar^,*anA having heard much of the beauty 
oi Ins thioe sistors, in an avil hoar I took a resolution 
to sacrifice this Chribtmas to him at his seat in Wilt- 
shire. 1 flattered myself with the hopes» that the 
no\ city and oddness of the scene would serve me at 
h'dst to laugh at ; and that if the rustics were not mere 
'stocks and stones, my clothes and discourse would have 
taught them to talk and dress like human creatures. 
Need 1 tell you, that I was disappointed i Sir Samp** 
son IS \\ liat the country people call an hearty man : 
h(' has the shape and constitution of a porter, and is 
sturdy enough to encounter Broughton without muftlcrs ; 

* wlien he speaks, thunder breaks he hunts almost 
every morning, and takes a toast and tankard ior his 
breakfast. You may easily imagine, that what was 
])leasure to him must be torture to me ; and, indeed, I 
would as soon draw in a mill, or carry a chair for my 
diversion, as tollow any of their horrid country 
amuscMnents. But Sir Sampson, out of his abundant 
good-nature, insisted on lending me a gun, and show- 
ing me a day’s sjiort of shoc^llag. For this purpose 
he loaded me with an huge gun, thrt»w a bag and + 
pouch across my shoulders, and made me look for all' 
the world like Robinson CrUBoe. After I had fol- , 
lowed him over three or four ploughed fields, a ser* i 
vant, who was with us, hallooed out, mark ! when^ 
the baronet’s gu« went off so suddenly, that it throw* 
me into a swoon, and at last 1 could hardly be con- 
vinced, that Sir Samp^ibn had shot nothing hut a 
partridge. 

After this you will conclude, that I was not to be 
prevailed on to hunt Once, indeed, Miss Fanny did 
tempt me to at^mpany her on a mommg-ndc , but 
even of ihis«l heartily repentfia! Miss Fanny, I 
found, valued neither hedge nor ditch, has the strength 
of a char-ejvoman, and, in short, « more like Tmlla in 
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Httdibrfis or poad^icea m the pla), «han a vi.oman ot 
innhion. Unluckily, too, the horst •riAle wa** ’>kitiish 
and unrul} ; ao that whili* I MEb scainpcrinfi: alttr 
Mi«s Fanny, a siidcieu start brought me to Uu gunind 
1 reeem*d no hurt , but the lall ••o fluttered m\ spuiis, 
that Mt*»s Fanny was obliged to lake me up lahiuil 
hor When arnved at the house, 1 w »<» in tiu 
utmost confusiOD , ku the booby servants stood ^ ip uj; 
* ^nd griHiung at my distress, and Sir Sampson hiinscdt 
told me, with a laugh as homble asC'dlibnii s, that he 
would lend me one ofhismetdsio cairy me out atnng 
every morning 

Beside these and fifty other tnoHihcatio||b ] r^uld 
acarre get any rest dnnng the whole time I remii led 
then tiery other morning I was eonsuntly wikcd 
by th(' hungry knight, just returned from the ( hafs> 
and Inwling foi dinaer My breiktaat was whit they 
CHihd their ahomoon tea, at which I *ilwa\s asaibted 
tht ladies, for 1 should mfaUibly hate ptn^luxi, had 
I staid in the hall amidst the jargon ot to i^ts and ihf 
iiniK's of tobacco I thought, indeed my Umt might 

nuK h ipore agreeaWjf^etnployed in the parlour hut 
even heie my dtaappofiHment was grievous past t ’e- 
prcssioii These fair ones, for such they were, were 
hale indeed and inddy , and having been always cooped 
up, like turkeys m a pen, were really no better than 
6f//rN y<ff IwiDg totally ignorant of the genteel 

airs and laugmshang of women of fishion 

l*heir ( l( thes were huddled on merely with t \iew to 
covt r their iiakidm^ and they had no notion, that 
^<hetr oyes Wtre given thtm for any otlu r pm pose than 
10 bee, and (what is luoro sirangc*) to uad forsooth’ 
Sbr my part, Mr Town, imliss a woman can use her 
efm to more advai|^j;e, I should fall in lo^e 

writh my lap-dog or my monkey and what conbUtutes 
the fhflerenee between^ a lady and her cookmaid, hut 
her taste m drees 9 Mbbs bandkeahieib answer 
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the end of co^entig, but the mam purpdfte of dres 9 is 
to reveal 1 iftally almost begin to think, that these 
aukudrcl creatures i^ere *>9 stupid and unaccountable* 
to have no dosigu upon me. To complete Uie 
<»ilditv of their cliaracters, these girls aro constant at 
(tmich, but never dieamcni of promoting an intrigue 
tlurt employ ihtir whole time tliore m praying* 
lu \Li luaid ol such things as cut fans, and are so at- 
tiMitivf to the c|ueer old put ot a preacher, that thev 
scan 0 look or listen to any one else. After aervice^ 
too the doctor is always taken home to dinner, and if 
a-i ( oust ml at table on Sunday as a roaai sirloin and a 
plumb plodding 

But even with these unaccountable females,! thought 
1 could have passed my evenings tolerably* if I could 
liave got them to cards which have the charming 
f u ulty ot lendcniig all women equally agieeable But 
tluM , 1 found, they were almost wholly unaccustomed 
to I OIK c, indcMHi, heard the dear cards mentioned, 
«md vv IS 111 tiopi s ot soinethmg like an assembly But 
what vva'> niy mortification, when, instead ot seeing 
hilt i (lo/CHi card-tables, set out, and whist, brag, 
or ijnsquenit going furwaid* 1 siw these stiange 
vvoiiit It pUuf^* thciiisclvcs at an huge round table with 
couiiti^ girls and clu rry -cheek d bumpkins to play, 
,u ( ording to annual Christmas custom, at Pope Joan 
and Snip-snap-snc ram ^ , 

It would be^»udliS» to recount die miseries I sutfered 
in those tliice wcHiks Even the necesNancs oi lih were 
denied roe , and I could scarce have been more at a 
loss among the Hottentots. Would you think it, Sir I 
though ihf^ hou<«e had a family ui it, and a family of 
feniuli too, nut a drop of Benjanim-wash, nor a dui^^ 
ot ulmoml-poH^r could be prociured there, nor mdeM 
in all the pawsh, aud I was fofim to scrub my Ivandi 
with filth) wash-ball, whiclv «o ruined their CfMBi- 
pkxion,»that lyiug m dog-swa gloves will lUH IP* 
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caver them thil^ fortnight. Add to this, that I never 
could drcHii for want oi f>oma(uin, so thdt my hair was 
alwaya in mshcoelle ; and I am rtiire 1 :<liould not have 
Ihieu known at the tiilettatUL At length, Sir, my 
and salta w<Te pretty nigh exhausted , and \o add 
'to my distress*, I lost my snuff-box. losses 

were irrcj^arable there ; not alt tlie country ailbrtied 
such Mini) ami Halts an mine ; J could an sucm live 
%vttliout food as without either; and not a box could I 
tomii but ouo ot DoardX and of iny own chootting. 
So I huriicd up lo town, liemg jiwireroveriHi from 
tiu* fatigue ot my jottiney, 1 send )on this, in hope-- 
that 111 } woeful experience wilt deter all in> fneiidh 
from folhiwtng « chaoo as mad and lian^-hraimd as any 
of Sir Sam])son*«> aince it is impossible lo exist a day 
ilu^re v^ith tolerable ea^, and neither wit nor beauty 
are woriti one pinch^ unless they are improvud by a 
Iowa education. 

Sir, your’s, 8cc, 

DiLtY Dmetr. 

My other correspondent, by the familiarity of her 
address, must be, 1 am a woman of fashion. 

Di Town ! 

Did 1 know your Christian name 1 would rail yon 
hy It, to stiew you at fir«it aettiiig out, that I know 
the n'orid. and WdS hum and bred in his;h life. 

Tile di'»ige ot this epi!*tlo i!» lo express to you the 
Ij^casineos that some of us w^meu ol spiri’ ieel at 
iucuwbefcd with petticoats, and io convince 
by our way of life, that had we been n en we 
Plj|Hdd have been of the Ui>t head Be assured, 

pfiwever, that such o^as a** aru uninatr^ed are sinrily 
^l^uoas. Wo havp,"i8deed, bt>en aixusad of <opy- 

a the dres« ot the nyfwliH of l)riir\ . And ran an\ 
gbe iuvenlod mom becoming? Fanny, it must bu 
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oviiukI, hm teto* What so 'iinart as a cocked hat ' 
and nho but sees the adt^antuires of short piHticonts. 
unless It be 6ome squire’s awkward daughter, who 
neve I \tt heard of a Polonesiie, and never accidentally 
shows hei leg without blushing i 

It, iH true, their sinuhtudo in dress now and then 
occasions ^ome droll miatakes In the park the joke 
las been sometimes carried *^0 far, I have Vc*n obliged 
to < all the sentry and how did a young tiMnplar '<tart 
and when having juH made an uppointnioni 

With him, he saw lue step into a chair adorned with 
c oroeets ! 

11 you Triquent Hanelagh, you must undoubtedly 
have seen or lu'ard me there. 1 am alw ays sui rounded 
with a crowd ot fellows^ and my voieo and laugh i4 
sure to lx the loudest, espi cially while Beard i ring- 
ing One IS my deer lord, another my sweet colonel: 
and the rest 1 call Tom, or jDmk, oi Harry, a* 1 
would their footmen At the play I always enter in 
the hrst act All the eyes of the house arc turned 
upon me 1 «im quite composed. Bedore 1 am sHtled 
the act IS over; and to ‘lonui 1 nod or couitisy, with 
others [ talk and laugh, nil the curtain hlU. 

What wduld 1 give to change my sex ’ Enlrr 
1 have a strong incliiiatioo to see the world in inasc^ue- 
rade It you love me, keep it secret, and should 
you hear of any prank more^wild and buckish than 
usual, conclude it to beplayedbyme in nu n’s c lothes, 
YourVas you mind me, 

HaitaioT UaRE^Baaiif. 
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Aeentla hhuntur. 


JlIV. 


arc our banc, since poisons lurk nithtn, 
And sotne by cordials fall, and aomt b> gin. 


Nothing u more natural than for tbt» quacks ui 
■ all profesaiona to recommend their warc^to (ho^e per- 
eons, who are moat likely to stand in need of them. 
Thus Mrs. Giles very properly acquaints the fair sex, 
that she sells her fine compound for taking ofl su^ier"- 
iluoub hairs at a guinea an ounce : and ladies of quality 
are constantly informed, where tbc'y may be luruishi4 
with the newest brocades, or the choicest \aneiy of 
Clhelsea China figures for deserts. It isvcr} necessary, 
that the beau fitonde should be acquainted, that Kau dt 
Luce may be had here in England, the same as at 
Paris ; but I must own, I was very much surprised at 
aeeiag lepeated advertisements in the pa|>crs from the 
^ Ricli Cordial Warehouse,* introduc(*d by an addres*! 
^ to the l^pte of foshfon.* 1 cannot but look upon 
tkwas a libel on our persons of distinction, and 1 know 
aot whether n may not be construed into stcandUlum 
fUdgiiafgl^ as it tacitly insinuates, that our Right 
^UodoumRs m no better than dram-drinkers. 

There is a well Mown story of the famous Rabelais, 
fSbal heviog a impose on the curiosity of his 

landloid, bi filled siferal vials with an innocent liquor, 
end diiicled them iVi8i-~>Poison for the Kii^, — Poi«on 
Itej^Delq^i^Roiaofl for the Prime Minister^ and 
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tor all the pnactpal courtwn Ttfe sauic might b« 
^aid ot these nch tordial hf|uors , which hoWG\cr they 
niu\ recoiniDCud thcinseUea to the people ot Inshioa by 
their foreign titles and extraction^ are to be conaidtred 
ns pultons in nidsquerade and instead ot the pompous 
n'lnie'i ot Eat# rf Ou, Euu and the like, 1 would 

inve labels h\ed on the bottles Cm iiintatton of Uiibelais) 
w ith — Poison for m) Lord Duke,— Poison tor the V is- 
coimi -Poison lor the Countess 

Wi live, indeed, in so polite an age, tint nothing 
goes down with us, but what is either imported ^rom 
f’iuiLce .iud Luly, or digmhed with a toreign appella- 
tion Our must eiitirtly d /#r Mfxie de Pitt t<t ; 
and I will venture to itisufe gieat <«uceess to the Mon- 
sieui tailor, w ho tells us in the public papers, that ho 
h.is I list been to France to seo the newest lashionfi A 
dmiut ii not woith eating, il not htivcd up bv a 
ronch cook , our wines aie ol the same countrv nati 
llu driin*dnnkers of fashion are inviu^ toconihnr 
their spuUs with nch cordials from Uuimben^, 
rind I hie de Ilht A plain man must un- 
doubtidl> Millie at the iUunng names> which arc given 
to in 1 )v ot these , nor is it possible to guess at their 
(ompoaition from their titles. The virtues, as well as 
thp4Utent, ot Viper Water may be well known ; but 
who would imogmc, that l*loru Gtunatei^ or iklie d§ 
Null should be intended only to signify a dram ^ For 
iny own part I should rather have taken J^tat ti^tpitna 
tor an Italian hddlei anddiave concluded that 
noodt was no otUcr than an Opera-singer 

But drani-dnnking however dilTerent m the jdusse, 
H the same m pr settee, in every atauon ot hfe , and 
sipping iich cordials is no less detaiable, than, in the 
\ulgar idiom, bUngiog your eye. What siginhes ft* 
whether we nmddlc with Eau de or plain 

aniseed^ or whtther we letclifour drams fiom the 
Rich C ur&ial W arehouse^ or ifwBUuJtaiiiMMCiadBtdlt 

tOL XJJtJ B 
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111® lady of St ) 4 wncs^ who punt*» l^i face with fre- 
quent appiic ihon'i ot ( or ( 'hor olatc Water look'? 
a? hideous as tiu tio)li»p ot St (yilisS, who ha*^ laid 
ow the same tolourh by u*j>eat<d halt-qurtiUnis of (»in 
Royal TIu it are miny c ihkuos among the /;reat, 
which are also |)ra< f iscd by the lowei sort ol jxople, 
and i( persons of faahion DtitiiSt wiap up then dr (ms in 
llic diigmse of a viriety of sp<cJoufc titles, m thi*' too 
•they are mailed by tht \ulgar Madam Uiii has btru 
chi intoned by as many tiaint >1 as a (lerinari pnnees*. 
evrry petty < handler’s '•hop will ‘'til voii Sky-blue, 
and i vtry ut|;ht-ceUar ii rniJi you wuh Ilollaud Tapt 
thiee yaids a i^ienny Nor t«n 1 thi dilff rente 

b( tut en Oil oi Venus, Spuit of \doni , «ind P»rful 
Aingur, fw th(» use of our quality ind uhat among 
tiu tuigar iscnl)i<lCMpidHlL)(-uaut Stnp iiu lakttl, 
ajui laiy me dovvn aoltly 

I’o these elegant imd genteel Appellation^ it mtlet d, 

ehieHy owing, that drams au not tonhtud imit.lv to 
the vulgar, but are in esteem among nil i ml s < ( p»*< 
pie, and i-jpecially among the ladies Many \ good 
woman, who would btart at the vr ry mention ( I suong 
wa* IS, cannot conceive there can b< my hann lu a 
cordial And as the fair sex are mure )>arucul«irly 
snbject to a depiession ol spirits, it is no wondet 
that they tdioufld convert their apolhecanos* shops into 
nch cordial warcbouaea, and Ukc drams by ua\ of 
physic aa the common people maPt g>a serve for 
meat, dnnx, and clothes The ladies perhaps may not 
bo aware, that otery time they have retourvo to tlieir 
Hartshorn or Lavender Drops, to drive away the va- 
pours, they m cfloct take a dram ; and they may be 
aasuftsd, that thciA frolic. Surfeit, and Plague \\ a- 
tors, are to be raafcA^ong apintuous liquors, as well 
as tbecomnHm atuflTat the gm-shop The Collogi* of 
l^ysioams ^ leviow of the Londem Dis*'* 

pHUMOory, igr ihia vary roaaon expelled llie Strong 
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Water, generaUy known by the soothing name of 
Hyslenc WaleT; because it wag a lure to the femahj 
sex to dram it by authorit)^, and to get tipsy secundutn 
arUm. 

If any of my fair readofsi have at all given into 
this }>ernlc*ious practice of dfam*drinking, 1 must 
intreat them to leave it ofl[.|||^fn#>^’before it has taken 
such hold of them, as thejr^ftn never shake off For 
the desire of drums steaU upon them, andgniwK to be i 
habitual, by imperceptible degrees; as thwso who are 
accustumvd to take opiates, aro obligi‘d to increaao 
th(‘ dose gradually, and at last cannot nleep without ^ 
It The following letter may ‘^eive to convince them 
of the deplorable situaiiun of a lady, who covers 
h»?r drinking under the pretence of inCnding her con- 
stitution. 


I'O mi. TOVTN. 

SIR, 

I have tJie misfortune to married to a poor eickly 
creature, who labours under a complication or (iisonJcrs, 
and which nothing can relieve but a coiitinueti lourso 
ot strong liquors ; though, jK>or woman ! Khe would 
not else toucri u dram for the wrorid. Sometiuies she 
is violently troubled with the toolli-aeh, and then she 
is obliged to hold a glass of rum in her mouth, to 
numb the pain : at other times \she is seized wMili a 
racking lit of the^choiic, and nothing will so sioortgivo 
her ease as some right fiolland’s gin. She IdiB the gout* 
m her constitution : and whenever she feels a twuch of 
it, the only thing is shec^r brandy to keep it from her 
head: but this sometimes too cold tor her, and she 
is forced to drive it out of her stonAch with true Irish 
usquebaugh. SIm; is never fro*; from tlw? vapours^ , 
uotw'ithstanding she is continually drinking harl^hom 
and w atcr ; and ever since »h% miscarried, ^ 

hystericaUn the night tiine, that she ney^ 
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out A cordlial-wa^r buttle by her bedside* I have paid 
the apothecary above titty pounds for her in one year ; 
and nis bill is laced do^n with nothing but drops, 
pcpp<^rtnint water, and a cordial draught repeated. 

iltT very diet must always be made heartening, 
otherwise it will do her no good. Tea would make 
her low*spiriti*d, exeepl4i^ was to qualify every di^h 
with a large spoonful of nun. She has a of 
mountain with bitters an hour before dinner to create 
an appetite' ; and her stomach is no poor, lliat when 
she IS at table, she must force every bit down with a 
glass of Madeira. We usually have a tiH'ol punch 
tog#»ther in the evening ; but the acid would gripe her, 
and the water keep her awake ail the night, i( it was 
not made comfortable with more than an equal ponton 
of imint. 

But notwithstanding the grievous complaints she 
hourly labours under^ she is very bale; and her 
complexion is, to all appearance, as healthy and Hond 
as a milk-niaid's : except, indeed, that her nose and 
forehead arc subject to red pimples, blotchl^^, and 
breakings out, which the apothecary tells me ate owing 
to a kind of phlogistic humour in her blood F<fr 
my part, considering the quantity of combustiblc.s she 
continually pours down, i should imagine the hre in 
her stomach would kindle a flame in her countenance ; 
and 1 should not wonder, if she looked as horrible, as 
tho<ie who hang their face over a bowl of Burnt Brandy 
at snap-di-Bgon. 

I am, Sir, your humblo servant, 

Tr Timothy Xogcan, 
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/ 1 51 / am<ihh/er^ dmf^ jam 5<nui aptitam 
In t^bttm ^«ri% lapd j cuy ■ ■ -■ " ■ — 

HOK^ 

} roli< s for mf'ii of ppint milv filt 

■Whm i ipe^ dit Ji*.!", and rnurdi«i t« the^i wit 

Tu)r noHhst e\pUMt u( a man ot tlip town, tlu higlu'd 
pUHit aiul iiUno^t (‘/li’it ot hin gcntu^ and plemiitiy, 
tht liMiK *llu**pt4(i (d humoui consHS ^ |>la)t 
ing the Tno^t wild uul oxti i\igaiK pranks that wati>* 
tr>niif'*s ind tl< l)iu4 lu*ry mo ; and is tht' dis* 

tiiis^nisl mg durutMi^Mf of the buck and blood. 

'rfk*-* Inotiou** gOii(U'in<Mi, whonf*w cbainpaigtie 
has put fhim in -«pint>H, ^jUy out, ‘ flown with iiiho* 

If nt4 and nm(^' in Cj nest of adventun*«. At sneh a 
tiiiu*. ilu* ino »• liiiim ihc^v do, the* toon* rfa y «liow 
tlu ir w It , and thinr froth s, like the mirth of a monkey, 
arc made up of mi*^ hlef. 

The frolic ioinierly sigmliwl nothing more than a 
piece of iniioconf mnlh and gaiety . but the modem 
«en'-t‘ of fhi u^id h mutli more lively aEui ‘^pinted. 
'riu Mulufck-. and the members ot thse llofl-Fire < ’lub, 
the hdoi'H of the last genhratton, wen* the 111 -*! who 
•uhoduct'd these cheated fiolicH, and ^tauk f lit 
n jjhi\ good joke-* from all kindi of violenK nd 
blasphemy Tin picsen* race (i biick^ 
btvm ihf*»i rroln in a tavern, an^imd it in thf found* 
hou^e, cipd during thi course of it, prait-'^e ^ v(-i*al 
mighty juitiy pleasantries There is a gnai deal of 
humour an what is called beating the rounds^ that is, 
h 3 
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Wi plain English, taking a tour of the principal bawdy* 
booses; breaking of iamps and skinnibhe^ with watch* 
|snen are very good jests ; arfd the insulbng any dull 
;,|obor fools, that are quietly trudging about their busi- 
jness, or a rape on a modest woman, are particularly 
Sfacetious, Whatever is m violation of all decency 
and order, is an exquisite piece of wit ; and, m short, 
a frolic and playing the des^l bear the same explana- 
tion in a modem glossary. 

It IS surprising how much invention there is in those 
exploits, and how wine inspires these gentlemen with 
tfioughts more extraordinary and sublime, than any 
sober man could ever have deviled I have known 
a whole company start from their chairs, and begin 
tilting at each other merely for iheir diversion. Aii- 
Other ^me, these exalted geniuses have cs'tt iotn which 
should be thrown out of me window ; and at another, 
make a bonfire of thSir clothes, and run naked into the 
streets. I remember a little gentleman, not above five 
feet high, who was resolved, merely for the sake of the 
frolic, to he with the tall woman ; but the joke ended 
in his receiving a <<ound cudgelling from the hands oi 
his Thaiestris. It was no longer ago than last winter, 
that a party of jovial Templars set out an hour or two 
after midnight on a voyage to Lisbon, in order to 
* g!#t good Port They took boat at Temple Stairs, and 
prudently laid in, by way of provisions, a cold veni^oa 
pasty and two bottles of rospberry braady : but when 
^y imagiited themselves just arrived at Orarcseiid, 
i]^ found themselves suddenly overset in ('helsea 
Heach, and very narrowly escaped being drowned. 
The most innocent frohes of these men of humour are 
carried on in a hteftary way by advertisements in the 
newspapers, with wmich they often amuse the town ; 
and alarm us with bottle conjurers, and persons who 
will jump down theii«own throats. Sometimes they 
divert themselves by imposing on their acqnamtance 
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vith 6ciUious iairigues, and putting modest women to 
the blush by describing tliem in the public papers. 

< >nce, 1 retnembery it was ihc frolic to call together all 
the wet nurses tliat wanted a place ; at another time^ 
to summon several old women to bring their male 
tabby cats, for which they were to expect a consider- 
able price; and not long ago^ by the proffer of a 
curacy, they drew all the poor parsons to St. PaulV 
coffee-house, where the bucks themselves sat in another 
box, to smoke their rusty wigs and brown cassocks. * 

But the highest frolic that can possibly be put in 
execution, is a genteel murder; such as runumg a 
waiter through the body, knocking an old fixtble 
watchman's brains out with bis own staff, or taking 
away the life of some regular scoundrel, who has not 
spirit enough io whore and drink like a gentleman. 
The noblest frolic of this kind I ever rcroembiir, ^hap- 
pened a few years ago at a country town. While a 
party of bucks were making a riot at an inn, and 
tossing the chairs and tables and looking-glasses into 
the street, the landlady was indiscreet enough to come . 
up stairs, and interrupt their merriment with her im- 
pertinent remonstrances; upon which, they immedi- 
ately throw her out of the window after her own 
furniture. News was soon brought of the poor wo- 
man’s death, and the whole company looked upon it 
as a very droll accident, and gave orders that she 
should be chatted in the btU. 

These wild pranks are instances of spirit and 
invention; hm, alas! the generality of mankind have 
no taste for humour. Few people care to have a sword 
in their ribs for the sake oi tlie joke, or to he beat to i 
mubimy, or shot through the h^d, for the diversiott , 
of the good company. They flfmetimes imagine the. , 
jest is carri<^ too far, and are apt to apply the wcw^i.. 
of the old fable, ‘ it may bo sport to you, but it 'in ^ 
death \fi us.’ For these reas<fnS| a set of these merry , 
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gentlemen are as torribe to ttie ordinary part of the 
World a?* a troop* of banditti : and an^aflair, v^ hicti hft- 
been thoughi very high in Fall Mail or Covent 
, Garden, had b(*en treated In a very fs<?natis uiannoj* ui 
Westtniuster Hall or the Old Bailey. Our legislature 
has bwn abatirti enough to be very careful of ilie live a 
ct the louest among the piH>plo ; and the cousi>cl tor 
an highwayinaii would aooner plead distress ns an 
«»XCJuse for discharging his pistol, than mere wantou- 
^ ness and frolic. Nor do (he governments abroad 
I entertam n better opinion of this sort of humour: loi 
it i» but a few years airice, a gontieinau on his travel-, 
who was completing a tovvh education by the poJtto 
tour, shot a waller through the head ; but die joke as 
so ill feoeivud, (bat the gent lenmu was hanged withiii 
four-and‘!wenty hours. It would be advisable, tliere- 
fore, for these gtmilemen, .since the ta^te of llie ago 
is so incorrigible.,, to lay aside (his high-wnisonoil 
humour. For ilwift pistol, as it wore, recoils upon 
. tbetnselves ; and siiwo it may produce (heir own 
;v deaths, it would be more prudent not to draw their 
'.wit out of their s<'abbHriU. 

Our ladies of quality, who have at length adopted 
French manners with French fashions, and thrown 
off ull starchness and reserve with the ruff and the 
, fardiiigale, are very fond of a frolic. 1 Save, indeed, 

§ ktely observed with great pleasure, the commendable 
>itttempts of the other mjx lo shake offtthii shackles of 
, Ctustom; and 1 make no doubt but a libertine lady 
soon become a very conithoii characu^r. If their 
^Passion for gaming continues to increase in the .same 
^portion that it has for sohu» tirim past, we shall 
iVery soon meet with abundance of sharpers in petti- 
. coata ; and it will pe mentioned, as a very famihar 
^ioddent, that a party bf female ganiblem were 
'by the omstables at. ^ gaming-table, I am also 
informed^ that it Uf grown very conuuon axupng the 
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ladies to toast pretty fellows ; apd that they often 
amuse thowwOlves with concerting schemes for an , 
ceiient (rolic. A frolic^ w, indt^, the most conv(> ’ 
nient name m the world to veil an intrigue : and it ie 
a great pity, that husbands and fathers should ever 
object to It. I can see no hann in a lady’s goin^ dis<* 
guiscd to mob it in the gallery at the play-house ; and 
could not but smile at the pretty innocent wanton, 
who earned the joke so far as to accompany a stmo^ 
gentleman to a bagnio ; but when sht* came there, wah 
bumnsed to find that he was fond of a frolic ns welfc^ 
as fjerst*lf, and offered her violence. But I particularly 
admire the spirit of that lady, who had such tme ! 
relisli (or a Irotic, as to go with her gallant to the 
masquerade, though she knew he had no breeches under 
Ins domino. 

I most heartily congratulate' (ho fine ladies and gen* 
tlemen of the ago on the smrit with which ib<^' 
pur'^ue their iliver-^mns , and 1 rook upon a bold frolic 
as the perulmr priMh'geol a person ot lashion. Tliji 
ladies undoubtedly see a great deal of pleasantry in aA 
intrigue, and mimic the dress and manners of the* 
courtesans very happily and facetiously ; while the . 
gentlemen, among many other new fancies, have made 
the old blundis* ot the merry Andrew appear no longer 
ridiculous, and arc mightily pleased with the comical 
humours of a murder. The frolics now in vogue 
will probably continue to be the amubcmcnts of the 
polite world for a long time ; but wheneimr the fashiou 
IS about to vary, I be^ leave to propose the frolic re- 
commended, if 1 remember right, to the Duke of 
Wharton, by Ilr. Swift. ‘ When you are tired of your 
other frolics, I would have yoi| take up the trohe of 
being good ; and my word lor p, you will find u thi' 
jnosb agreeable frohe you ever practiiied in your 



46 


ltl£ COHIiOlSSEllft. 


«• 65 * 


N* 65 . THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13 . t 7 :>: 


— Xtl i*kinL Cins iiht ptne ifidere tU 
Vt nudam, necrurr mnh, nt ii# pedn titrpi 
yjleivt possts oeuio latuh, ■ ' ■■ ■' 

HOR 

Thi» taper »l 5 m *irtc] luu*I\ 

Nut stayn iior entiuu^ ptaucotts shjll tufl< 

But full lu^iEbt rhiMemptinis bosom su 4 >H. 

Wiitk buck« with wofKlcr ttew the luikt J 

THrar once prevailed among ua a <»eft called the 
Adamite^ Avhu^ d^trine* like that ol our piLSdit 
iSforuvians, was calculati d ti> comfoit the llcsii at) ncU 

t thc <»pirit ; and many things^ generally accounted 
ecent ami umnodest, weie wuh thorn tegardod a^* 

f rtmipUw of religuui. Thechul article inatntauMd 
y this sect was that it was pro|)cr. like our gri‘at 
forefather Adam, to go naked, and the pio* 5 el>te*^ ti» 
this faith came abroad in the public btreets* in opt n 
day* light without any clothing But ihi« prmiiM\e 
simplicity did not agree with the notions of those d^- 
generuie days, and the Adainneb weia looked upon 
ats au mloifrable nuiaancp. Their religion, like ad 
Others, waft soon attended wiiU perbeculion : and somc 
of the eoiiverrs were dragged naked at the can's talk 
adme s ♦ 111 the «tocki*, and others bc*at to Bndew^elL 
Since that remurkible’ ponod the male part ot our 
ipecies have been dWently covered *, bat die female 
world has made several hold attempts to tlirow off 
the iuctitubiance of clr^thes. Uapb, handkei chief S| 
tuckers, and modesty-pieces, have been long disaarded ; 
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and tho ladies have continued ever)i yiar to sliod 
otiu'i part of then Hrasa and unonmnienUl. 

But these ore only half asHertious of the female ii|rlua 
jud natural lil>erty m eouiparihon to the project, whicbt 
u thoui^ht, wiil be npt^ for execution by aummor. 
A sot of ladies oi the first fashion have itgteei to found 
.1 sort of KVJTKS — ^who are to appear in public 
VII th no other (‘ovenng than the onpnal fig-leaf. 
Th«> primitive simplicity of appearance will be r«N» 
si<n<*d , and thoutrh some may bo crMa-^onous enough to 
initiiTHio, that th(Mr confidence arises from \cry difiar'^ 
erit priiK ipl(> it may very justly be said of our ladiea 
ot qualiij, a-) of out first parents before the (all, 

“ Thev r*re naked, and are not ashaincH]/ hiy 
leader-^, mid all tho*!© who live at a distance 
fioni the polite world, may pc^rtiaps look upon this 
H home as merel) fantastical and imaginary ; but no* 
thuiir H more tine 'I'he niilfmers are at thw time all 
veiy busy in making up acuhcial fig-leavea, and adorn* 
mg them accoidmg to thedifierent fancies of the wear* 
OF'-. There h more taste displayed in contriving an 
eWgant fig-leaf, tlian has hitherto b(»cn exerted m form- 
ing cl genteel sword-knot. Some have bunches of the ^ 
g<t>est roiourt^d iibands dangling loosely from the 
sulk, others U'liK.ds of gold and stlver-iace, and a few, 
designedrfor ladies of ifio highest distinction, bunches 
of dhimotuR This and the pompon, which it is said 
has been lately ^voru merely as a type of a fig-leaf,^ 
will make* up tlie commpn dress of the wKole female 
world: but if ever the weather should bo too sewero 
tor tlir* ladles to appear (as Bayes expresses it) in purt*^ 
naUualibm^ tliey aie to wear flesh-coloured sulks with 
{lomoons and fig-leaves as usUal. ff 

There are perhapi portions who, as they still retold 
some of the leaven of decency in their compoiiiiion, 
will be ’itartledT at this project, must own, how'ever, 
that It does not appear to me to be in the least extraor- 
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Vdittary or surpri^g : for, considering thp present drcs^ 
our woman of fashion, there remains no further 
pittep to be taken, except absolute nakfidneas. The 
Ifttays and petticoat have been so unmercifully pruned 
pknd cut away in order to discover latent beauties, that 
if those of the present mode were to fall into the hands 
' of our distant posterity, they would conclude, that the 
present race oi women must have been a generation of 
pigmies; for they could never possibly conceive, that 
they were of common size, and wore by way of dress 
any garments so little calculated either for use or orna- 
ment. If one might jud^ by appearances, the little 
' modesty that is leli in the polite world seems to be 
among the men ; and one is almost tempted to look for 
the and persons of intrigue in the otlier sex. 1 
was present a lew nights ago at the representation of 
tlie Chances; and when 1 looked round the boxes, and 
obser\'ed the loose dress of all the ladies, and the great 
relish with w'hich they received the high- seasoned jests 
in thet comedy, 1 was almost apprehensive, that the 
oW story of the outrage of the Romans on the Sabine 
“women would be inverted, and that the ladies would 
rise up and commit a rape on the men. 

But notwithstanding all that may bo said against this 
, project for establishing nakedness, it is not without 
example. Among the Hottentots, a very Itrise and 
polite nation, the ladies at this day po quite naked, 
except a loose mantle thrown over their shoulders, and 
a short apron before instead of a hg-leaf. It i.^also well 
'luiown, that the Spartans allowed their unmaniod wo- 
laaen to wear a son of loose robe, which at every mo- 
tSon discovered their charms through several ofienings 
contrived for that ]|[^rpose. There w'ould certainly be 
no harm in extending this liberty to the* whole sex ; and 
] am not in the least inclined to listen tp the malignant 
insinuations, that wdieh a married woman endeavours 
to Icmk particularly tempting, it is not merely'^to please 
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iuer husband, J>at to captivate a ganant. It may, pco^ ; 
Imps, be further object^ that our norOiem climate i« 
too cold to strip m : but tliis little inconvenience is 
amply compensated, by the security the ladies viiU 
create to themselves by taking such extraordinary, 
liberties, and carrying matters so very far, that it wi^ 
Ih* indecent even to reprehend them. 

'rhore is, hovrever, a very largf||Murt of the for 
whom 1 am greatly concerned on this occasion, t 
mean thi^old and the ugly. Whatever the belles may 
get hy thi‘' fashion, these poor ladies wrill be givift auf- 
ierers. I'lieir lac«s are already more than is ngrccable 
to be show’n ^ but if they expose sickly skins, furrow- 
<’d and pur.sed up like a washer-woman’s fingers, the 
sight will become too disgusting. During the present 
mode I liavo observed, that flic display ol a yellow 
neck or clumsy leg has created but few admirers : and 
It lb reasonable to conciude, that when the new fashion 
begins to prevail umversally, although our men of 
pleasure will be glad to sec the young and beautiful 
ladies, whom they would desire to take into their arms, 
stnpping as fast os possible, yet they are not so fond 
of primitive and onginal bimplicity, as to be captivated 
by a lady, who has none of the charms of Eve, except 
her nakedness. ■* 

Some persons of more than ordinary penetration will 
be apt to look on this project in a political light, and 
consider it as a%chemc to counter- work the marriaga- 
act But as the chief ladies who concerted it are al- 
ready provided with husbands, and arc known to be 
very well afiec*tcd to the government, this doe^ not 
appe^ar probable. It is more likeluto be an artifin* of 
the beauties to make their superioity incontestahK», by 
drawing in the dowdies of the sax to sufier hy such an 
injurioub contrast. However this may be, it very 
certain, that the most lovely of the sex are about to 
employ die whole artillery of their charms against us, 

VOl. XXXI. F 
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aad indeed sem r^ooWcd to shoot us Onthit 

CiccRsion It is TO be hoptdt th|it the pructiie of paintings 
lnhifh w now so v<ry f4shionable,'i\ill bi tiitirely laid 
Rsido* lor whoever locruhts hc^rseit in paint can ne\cr 
allowed to be naked, and it is sutily more elegant 

( or a lady to be covered even with silk ind liiun, 
han to be daubed, like an old wall, with pla&Ur and 
rough c«i0t 0 

* Aftei tlua account of the scheme of our iiiodidi 
leniales now in agitation, whn h the rea<ler may dt]Knd 
Upon as genuine, it only rnnains to let him know how 
1 came my intelhgeiu < 1 he paihamtui of woim 

lately ptopostd, is now aitually bitting. Upon tluir 
^fst nuftmg, after the prdimiiiarK^Wire adpisif 1 iho 
wUoU* lit I se natmally resolved it^ell into u conimittif 
on the affairs of dress 'llie fig-leaf bill the purpoit 
of wlinh IS ionttiiniHi m this|Mpei, w is brouglit in by 
a iiobu ( ountfsa and oicasioiud some very warniil#- 
bates Two ladies in parucuUr made siveial nmaik- 
able Hpetdus on this ocea ion hut the\ wm bmh 
imaginod to siieak, like our miU patriot^ nioiL for 
Ibeir own pii\ «tf ui<« n at thai for the gi»od of tin pul>- 
iie Foroneof ilu-^eiadus w1k> uisisud vn veaim stly 
on the ikuiuy of w me ol (oviimg ml has a 
very Uuutdul (ate, is slue wd I ) Mispttud nut to be so 
xniuh alxjve all nvaiiy m the (iirti and pioportim ot 
berhinbs .(•idtlu oilui who w is imiiatient u> ht tin- 


drosmi with aH t ^pidition w asih« ugLt to be too inueh 
tnHucnced by her known parUahty to a tavouiite mole, 
which now lits out ot Mght The bill liowi \<r, waib 
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\i r/»* / rh s nn hn iftnOi, eob^ti . 

/e, 4 r ir /// , r>,od , ft f tnert>^ »/k, « ner/Ob 

/>Mt U a*i u be do turn, /**ea turn k dttriU fhi/flmtOt 
t itn n «/ /t/i d i'ti tf, it htic ut e/a hqui*cU, 

( /tfcOAiMi/iif tgn « *iL /tn»{/o I >utthnts amore. 

VIRGIN 

lliite (titnurv w^avr in ttiri#*f 1 * knit^^ onrt ny, 

' ill ih Cf fol<1 > >rtd tits lat* I »\r M Kit >t I tii * 

Ae ttii '•atiu fut 111 ikt's h id (hiv <. iki ot 
In ish{( (i th k u i\ II nil I cut 

Im s, (lOfl ot Lint ot, in> ti w |<1V hifa I 

S h to my flaitK, oui b icd t » a I «ht i<*st 
\ Mflchirmt. 

linn},, 4]MU Lm^niy ti n»\ ainifw* 

'1 UK ullr Mip i-rtitinns uf Mu' Milj^ir are uo ^ 
< onspK lutus a> Jii t)u atlaii- <1 love When « r^vr 
irirpi bi hii IS c»nci turiucl \iiMi a v^^te»hea?t, “he cotit« 
xrN eviJ) tnliiii^ auuUni o\ he** hfe i»ito a good or 
had omen, and makes eveiy thing tons|iire to stiongthen 
her in mo pKii mg a dettisi >n. Vitgil lepreaents Dido, 
as sot>n as slie hail contrnt ted her tatal paa^ion tor 
yKneas, as going lo the priests to have tk^riortime told^ 
!n like maniif^r the lovesick girl iiitim to the riinutng- 
man, or nosMi '«4 the gip'^y''^ hand Kith Iwsr la»t aix- 
penre, to know when mUc ^haU be mmned, how many 
rhildrcn she diaM have, aud Khet)|or ^he shall he hap- 
py with her husband. She ;i\^ consiUt^ tl>e raiiU, 
and hm^M oat her lover in the knave at Heans Bho 
learns how to mierprci dreams, and every mghMwmishea 
her with rnediieiions for the^ext day. H •'he hap- 
pens to* bring out any thing m conversaliott which 
f2 
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another person was' about to say, she cQjnforts herself 
that she shall be married hnit ; and if she tumbles as 
she is running up stairs, imagines she shall go to 
church with her sweetheart betore the week is at an 
, end. Bj^t if in the course of their amoun she gives the 
dear man her hair wove in true lover\s knot, or 
breaks a crooked ninepence with him, she thinks her- 
self assured of his inviolable fidelity. 

It would puzzle the most profound antiquary to dis- 
cover, what could give birth to the strange notions 
cherished by fond nymph'% and swains. I'he god of 
love has more superstitious votaries, and is worshipped 
with more unaccountable rites than any fabuloius deity 
whatever. Nothing, indeed, is so whimsical as the 
' imagination of a person in love. The dying shepherd 
carves the name of his mistress on the trees, while the 
. fond maid knits him a pair of garters with an amorous 
* posy : and both look on what they do as a kind of 
charm to aecure the affection of the other. A lover 
will r^ce to give his mistress a bracelet or a top- 
knot, and she perhaps will take pleasure in working 
: him a pair of rutiles. These tht?y will regard as the 
,,8oft bonds of love ; but neither would on any account 
run the risk of cutting love by giving or receiving such 
a present as a knife or a pair of scissars. But to wear 
the picture of the beloved object constantly near the 
heart, is universally accounted a most excellent and 
never-failing preservative of aflection. 

Some few years ago thcre.was publicly advertised, 
aouong the otlier extraordinary medicines whose won- 
der! ul qualities are daily related in the last page of our 
ACfWspapers, a most^fhcacious love-powder ; by which 
a despairing lover n^Jgbt create affei^tion in the bosom 
cf the most cruel mistress, liovers have, indeed, 
always been fond of enchantment. Shakspeare has 
reprt^tad Othello as accused of winning his Des- 
by * conjuration and mighty magic and 
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Theocritus «i%i Vergil ha?e both 'intmdurcrd women . 
into their pastorals, usin| chann& nnd incantations to 
fpcover the affections of their aweclhearts* In a tvord^ 
Talisitian-s. Genii, Witches, Fdtfies»» atid all the instru- 
ments of magic and enchantment were first d’lscovercd 
by iovors, and employed in the business of lore. 

But I never hail a thorough insight into all this 
amorous sorcery till I oiccived the following letter, 
which was sent me from the country a day or two 
after Valentine’s day : and I make no doubt, but all 
true lovoivj most religiously performed the previous 
rites Tnetitionrd by my correspondent. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

iiF.Ait am, Feb. 17, 1755. 

You must know I am in love with a. very clover ,, 
man, a liondoner ; and as I waul to knoM% whether it 
is my fortune to have him, 1 have tried all the trick* 

1 can hoar of for that purpose. 1 have seen him seve- 
ral limes in coffee-grounds with n sword by his side 
and he was once at the bottom •( a tea-cup in a coiich 
and six, with two footmen behind it 1 got up luat 
May tuorning, and went into the field* to hear the 
cuckoo ; and when I pulled off my left shoe, 1 found 
an hair in it exactly the same colour with bis. But I 
■ball never forget what I did last Midsumpmr Eve. I 
and my two sisters iried.the Dumb Uak© togedier : you 
must know, two must make it, two bake it., two 
break it, and the ihisd pul it imder each of their pil- 
lows (but you must not speaka w^prd all the time) and, 
then you will dream of the ms*i you are to hav*. 
This w c did ; and to be sure JLdid nothing all uigte 
but dream of Mr. Blossom. The same night* exactly 
at t W'olvc o'clock, 1 sowed hem^seed in our back yard, 
and said to myself, < IJemp-seed 1 sow, Hemp-need 
F 3 
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I hoe, and he that is my true love come after me and 
- mow/ Will you believe I looked back, and 
saw him behind me, as plain as eyes could see him. 
After that, I took a clean shift, and turned it, and 
f hung it upon the back of a chair ; and very likely my 
isweethdart -would have come and turned it right again, 

; (for 1 heard his step) but I was frightened, and ouuld 
: not help speaking, wliich broke the charm. 1 likewise 
^jlttck up two Midsummer men, one for myself, and 
one for him. Now if his had died away, we should 
never have come together : but I assure you his blowed 
. and turned to mine. Our maid Betty tells me, that if 
I go bachu^rds without speaking a word into the 
^ garden upon Midsummer Eve, and gather a rose, and 
.V Seep it in a clean sheet of paper, without looking at it 
till Christmas day, it will as fresh as in June ; and 
if 1 then stick it in my bosom, he that is to be my 
' husband will come and take it out. If I am not mar- 
ried before the time come about again, I will cer- 
tainly do it; and only mind if Mr. Blossom is not the 
^ man, 

I have tried a great many other fancies, and they 
, have all turned out riglit Wlionever 1 go to lie in a 
atrange bed, 1 always tie my garter nine times round 
the bed-post, and knit nine V^ots in it, and say to 
myself, ‘ This knot I knit, this knot I tie, to see my 
love as he goes by, in his apjmrel and array, as he 
walks in every day.* I did so last holidays at my 
uncle's, an& to be sure 1 saw Mr. Blossom draw my 
curtains, and tuck up the clotlies at my bed's feet. 
Cousin Debby was married a little while ago, and she 
^ eant me a piece of i^ride-Cake to put under my pillow ; 
and I had , the swe^stest dream — I tlmughl w'e were 
^ing to be married tt^ether. I have, many is the 
time, taken great pains to pare an apple whole, and 
afterwards flung the peel over my head ; and it always 
ij|ll8 in the shape of the first letter of his surname or 
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rhribiian name. I am sure Mr. loves nie« 

becaiibc 1 stud two of the kernels upon my forehead^ 
while 1 thought upon him^and the limherly squire my 
[Nipa wants me to have : Mr. Blossom's kernel stuck 
on, but the other dropt off directly. 

L8*»t Friday, Mr. Towm, was Valentine’s day; and 
I'll tell you ivliat I did the night before. I got five 
bay-leaves, anil pirfned four of them to the four corners 
of my pillow, and the tifth to the middle; and then, 
if I dreamt of my sw'oethcart, Betty said we should he‘ 
mained before the year was out But to make it more 
sure, I boiled an egg hard^ and took out the yolk, 
and filled it up with salt : *aud when 1 went to bed,*eat 
It shell and all, without speaking or drinking after it, 
and this wa> to have the same with the bay«leaves. 
We also wrote our lovers* names upon bits of paper, and 
rolled them up in clay, and put them into water ; and 
the first that ro^e up was fo be our Valentine. Would 
you think it ? Mr. Blossom w'as my man ; and 1 lay 
a-bed and bhut my eyes all the moriung, till he came 
to our house ; for 1 would not have seen another man 
bclore him for all the world. 

Dear Mr. Town, if you know any other ways to^ 
try our fortune by, do put them in your paper. My 
mamma laughs at us, and says there is nothing in them ; 
but 1 am sure there is, for several misses at our board* 
ing-sebool have tried them, and they have all happened 
ti;pe : aud 1 am sure my own sister Hetty, who died 
just before Chnstmas, stood in the church-porch U'lt 
Midsummer Eve to sea all that were to die that year 
in our parish ; and saw her own apparition. 

Your bumble Servant, 

ARABBLLA WHIMSEY 
T, 
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I hike SuitalUium ' — ■ ■ ■ 

martial. 

Nun thi» 1-. Woibhtptu) Society ' — * 

SIJAfvSPKARK 

TitKfti* U no jilirnst* iii iho nholo vocabulary of nio- 
dorn font (TSuf ton, vtliidi has a it»oh» vague siginlicff' 
tion tli.iii the mjf»K * Good Company.* People ol 
ia'^liion iituflestly VKjilaui it to moan only themKcivH; 
and« like the old lloniaiw, look on all others an Uurba* 
rians. a sux or a riband, a title or a place, 

denotes good conijiatiy ; and a man rises in the t 
of the iKilito circle according to lus rank or his rent- 
roll. This uay of reusomng is «o well known and ‘-o 
generally ado[ited, that wo me not su’jinw'd to hear 
polire persons LOiiiplam, at their return Irom the play, 
that the house was very inuoh ciowdod, but that there 
was no eoinpany ; thought indeech I c*ou1d not help 
i^miliiit; at a Ud)'s saying she preferred 8t. Jani^A 
(''huidi to Sit. George’s, becauao the pews were com- 
monly tilled with better comp&ny. 

I pioposi* at present to consider this crinipreliensive 
’^orni, only a» it respect* « society of friends, who 
meet in order to pa^ their time in an agreeable man- 
ner. I'o do this tht^ more eductuail), 1 shall take a 
ouisory view of the seCeral methods now* in vogue, by 
w hu h a set of ac<][uamMnoa endca\ our tOtamusc each 
other. The reader will here metu wuh some very ex- 
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traordintry inventiona for this ptupost ; End trhen ho 
has fixed his cho'ice, may to introduce himself into 
that company he likes b^t. 

There is a great demand for wit and humour in 
some parts of this metropolis. Among many, he is 
reckoned the best company, who can enliven his con* 
versation with strokes of facetiousness, and (in Shak- 
spearc's words) *set the table in a roar.* But as 
wit and humour do not always fall to the share of those 
who aim at shining in conversation, our jokers and 
witlings have wisely devised several mechanical ways 
of gaining that end. 1 know one, who is thought a 
very facetious fellow by the club of which he is a 
member, because, every night, as soon as the clock 
stikes twelve, he begins to crow like a cock. An- 
other is accounted a man of immense humour, for enter- 
taining his frii^ds with a burlesque hornpipe ; and a 
third has the reputation of being excellent company by 
hinging a song, and at the same time playing the tunc 
upon the table with his knuckles and elbows. Mi- 
micry is in these societies an indispensable requisite in a 
good companion. Imitations of the actors and other 
well known characters are very much admired ; to 
which they have given the apjjellation of taking offi 
But the mimic is by no means limited to an imitation 
of the human species ; for an exact representation of the 
brute creation will procure him infinite applause. Very 
many of these wiis may be met with in difibrent quar- 
ters of the town ; and it is but a week agef, since 1 
was invited to pass the evening with a society, which, 
after a display of their several talents, I found to con- 
sist of a do", a cat, a monkey, an ass, and a <^uple 
of dancing bears. ^ 

1 cannot help looking with somp veneration on the 
wit exerted in societies of this soA^ since it has the 
extraordinary quality of never cicating either di^st 
or satiety. • They, assemble every night, tell the same 
etories, repeat the same jokes, sing the same songs ; 
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'find thdy aire ^ety night attcudei,^ ttilh the atitnc 
Applaaiic and mernTnenh Considering how tniudi their 
wit is used, it is surprising that it should not be worn 
out. Sonietiiiiea, however, one of the society makes 
a new acquisition, which is immediately thrown into 
the common stock ul' humour, and constantly displayed 
as part of the entertainment of the evening. A gen- 
tleman of this cast lately shewed me with great joy 
the postscript of a letter, in which his corrcspcinthmt 
promised him huge fun die next time he should see iiiiii, 
for he had got two new .stories, and thrtKJ or four 
excellent songs from one of dm actors. ' 

These are cerlainly very agrei‘al)le methods of pass* 
ing the esening, and must please all peisons, who 
have any relish for wit and humour. But Uiese powers of 
entertaining are not every where the standard ot good 
company. There are places in w'hiqh he is flu? host 
company, who drinks most. A boon compainon lay» 
it down as a rule, that ^ talking spoils cunversation.' 
A bumper is his argument; and his first ^re is to pro- 
mote a brisk circulation of the bottle. Ho shows his 
esteem for an ab.seat friend by toasting him in a bumper 
extraordinary ; and is Irequeutly so good and loyal a 
ttubjtict, as to drink Ins majesty- s health in half-pints. 
If he is desired to sing a catch, he still keeps the 
main point m view, and gives a song w rote in soinge- 
iMo\}^ ft style, that it obliges the conqiany to» toss oil a 
glass at \he end of every stanza. IT he talks, it is of 
* healths live fathom deep,,' or a late hard bout with 
another set of jolly fellows : and he tako.s care, by a 
quick round of toasljL to aupply the wunt of other con- 
Wsalidh. t 

1 have ever timught the invention of toasts very 
US&jfbl and ingenious. They at once promote hard 
drinkitig* and serve as a kind of inemoriat of every 
' glass that bas beeiP drank : th(*y a].so furnish thoso 
jjjivitb conversation, who have nothing toVay; or at 
It, by banishing all other topics, put the whole 
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cQinpany on a levul. all this, three or four 

rounds of loasis* whore maify arc m<»l together, aiust 
unavoidal)ly hfi iliem all into good company. These 
arc* no small advantages to society ; not to mention iho 
wit and morality contained in many toasts. 

'I'oasts are doubtless very useful and ^terlaining ; 
but the .wisc*st institution ever made in drinking socio" 
ties, is tlte custom of appointing wliat is called an ubso* 
lute toiut master. l"he gentleman invested with this 
dignity is created king of the company ; and, like* 
other ab.^olute inonurchs, be commonly makes greiCi 
use of his power. It is parliculady his otHce ,tO name 
the toast, to observe that every man duly tosftes oS*his 
bumper,’ and is in every respect good company. Ho 
is also to corrtnn all misdemeanors, and commonly 
punishes an ollender by sconcing him a bumper; that 
js, iu the language of hard drinkers, not unmercifully 
denying him hi?* due glas’j, but obliging him to add 
another tu it of perhaps double the quantity. For 
oftetuvs ol’ tt very heinous nature, the transgressor is 
ordered a dwftmter of water, ur a Uinkard ol small bcctr. 
The privilege of iniiicting a bumper is exerted almost 
every moment ; fur there is hardly any sort of behavi- 
our, which does not produce this punishment. 1 havo 
known a man sconced lor drinking, for not di|ldting, for 
singing, lor talking, for being silent, and"' at length 
fccunewi dead drunk, and made very good company. 

Bm none of tke^o qualificalious above-mentioned 
constitute good company m the genteel part of the 
world. Polite usscMublies neither aim at wit and 
humour, nor make the least > fo cultivate 

gociety. Their whole eveningj^e consumed at the 
card-table, witliout the least attentpt at any otlier 
couversation, but the usual altercations of' partners 
between the deals. Wbii>t destroyed converiSK^ 
tiott, spoiled society, and * musdered sleep/ TWs 
kind of good comjiuny is as lidiculous, and morn 
insipid^ them either the society of witlings or^^hard 
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driokers. Tossing off bumpers is as^/ational, and an 
employment infinitely m<)re joyous, than shufliing a 
pack of cards a whole night : and puns, jokes, and 
mimicry, however stale and repeated, furnish the com- 
, pany witlt c^versatioh of as much use and variety, as 
the odd tri(£ and four by honours. 

Such are the agreeable evenings passed at White's, 
and the other coffee-houses about St. James’s. Such 
is the happiness of assemblies, routs, drums, and 
hurricanes ; and without gaming, what insipid things 
are even masquerades and ridottos ! At such meetings 
the man who is good company, plays the game very 
well, knows more cases than are in Hoyle, and often 
possesses some particular qualifications, which would 
be no great recommendation to him any where else. 
Instead of meeting together, like other companies, 
with a desire of mutual delight, they sit down with a 
design upon the pockets of each other : though, indeed, 
it is no wonder, when one has stripped another of two 
or three thousand pounds, if the 8ucce||ful gamester 
thinks the person he has fleeced very go^ company. 

By what has been said, it appears that the notion of 
good con^pany excludes all useful conversation : which, 
in either of the above-mentioned societies, would iin- 
doubtedlj^* be despised as stupid and pedantic. The 
witlings have too lively a genius, and too warm an 
^imagination, to admit it The boon companions can 
join noticing but love to a bottle : knd among game- 
sters, it woald, like sleep, be mere loss of time, and 
, binderance of business. Vet an accomplished member 
of either of these s^j^jpties is called good company ; 
Wbichis just as projM an expression, as, according to 
StQeant Kite, Carolus is good Latin for Queen Anne, 
or a stout beating. • But a set of people, who assemble 
for no other poi^ose than to game, have, in particular, 
so very had a title io the denomination of good com- 
titat they appear to me to be the very worst. 

a 
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S8. THURSDAY, MARCH 6, 1766. 


Jutcun/fuc imputUcuSf adulter^ ganeo, pti^e aUtnutn tn grande 
cofifluvcrui, QUO /lagtiium autfacinut redimeret ; prieierd^ omnet 
undi/jve parrieidte^ sacrii&giy convicti Judtais, eutprofaciisjudi^ 
cium timentea ; ud hoc, quus manua otQue lingua parjnrio ei 
tanguine ^uili alebat ; potlremo, amnes, qvo$/iagUium, egesttu, 
(unscivi animus exagUabaL 

SALLUST. 

Would you, like Catiline’s, an army choose, 

Go ransack White’s, the taverns, and the stews : 

Press every buck and blood, renown’d for drinkini^, 

For wenching, gambling, fighting, and free-thinking. 

A MISFORTUNE, whicli happened to me the other day, 
sufficiently convinced me of the inconveniencies aris- 
ing from the indiscriniinate power lodged in our press- 
gangs; who pay no more regard to those, who plead 
protection from the badge of literature, than a bailiff’s 
follower. I would not have the reader think, that I 
was pressed myself: — but my Devil (thatil, the mes-* 
senger of the printing house) was carried off, as he 
was going with^the copy of a Contloisseur to press. 
Ijearning appears to me of so much importance, that 
(in my opinion) the persons of the lowest retainers to 
it, should be sacred from molestation : and it gives me 
concern, though a very loyal that even a bal- 

lad-singer, or the hawker of l^body news, should be 
interrupted in their literary vocations. 1 have in 
vain endeavoured to recover my manuscript again; 
for, though I cannot but think agy one of my paprira 
of almost as much consequence to the nation 'tn the 
fitting out* a fleet, the ignorant sailors were so Xf|||ai4* 
VOL. XXXi. o > 
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less of its inpc>tiTnftble contents, that ail^r much inquiry 
1 deteett'd thera (^ifh my beviliu conjundion) light- 
ing their pipes with It. at a low alehou')© by Pudd*e- 

J)oik 

'I'his irretrievable lo'^s to the public, as well as my- 
aolt, led me to consider, wluHher some other method 
might not be thought of, to raise suffieieiit force'» tor 
the Hect and aimy, without dmlurbing poot labouiers 
and honest mechanics ui tbeif pcacetul occu])ations 1 
have at length with great pains and expense ol thought, 
hu upon a scheme, which wih efhctiially answer that 
end: and without lurther pictaci shall lay it before 
the public. 

I would propose, that cveiy useless inemlxi of llu. 
community should be made ol siivict to hts touniiy, 
by being obliged to thnib ihe ropes, ui fairy a mu-j- 
ket and every detiinie)it«d one should be puweiiitd 
from injuring his tollow-sub|eds, and sent to annoy 
the eouimori enemv To begin with the country. 
There IS no oceabiou to lob the lields ot their husband- 
nien, nr lotch our soldiei’*, as the Homans took then 
dictator, fiom the plough It is well Known, dial 
eveiy county can supply us wuh iiunuroua lecruiis, it 
we were to raise them out ol that idle body called 
country Sq[mrea: many ol whom are born only (oi the 
iUMniUion of game, and d ntur banco ol iluirmigh- 
Ixiurs Tliey are mere vegetables, which grow up and 
rot on tlujhaine spot ol giouiui, esiepl h lew perhapa, 
which ajt trausjiUnud into the Parliament Houses 
Their whole life le Uumed away m scampiTing after 
toxes, U^ipiiig tive-b«^^atcs, trampling upon the lai- 
IWeis’ corn, and tswftlmg October. As they are by 
their piotession excellent maiksmen, ynd have been 
used to cairy a gun, they might employ their powder 
<0 mofts purpose in fetcluugdown a Fienchmau than a 
pheaMt; and mosi of them might be iiicctr})orated 
the ea?alry, or formed into hght-boditd tioops 
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unci mounted on their own hunters, • They might akd 
be of great us? in umruuding^ or getting in forage; 
and if they would follow an enemy with the same ala- 
crity and deliaru e of danger, as iliey follow a fox, they 
might <lo prochgiouii extrcuLion in a pursuit. The 
greatest danger would be,^hat if a fox should per- 
charicg cros!j tlicMU in their march, they would be 
tempted to run frotn their colours tor the sake of a 
ebace ; niul wo should have them all desert, or (in the 
IfiiiguHge of fox humors) gone away. 

Jf the country is infested with these useless and ob- 
noxious animals, called Squires, this metropolis is no 
lc‘«3 o\er-ruri willi a set of idle and mischievous 
rrealiiros, which we may call town Squires. We 
might soon levy a very numerous army, were we to 
enliht intoil eveiy vagrant about town, who, not hav- 
ing any lawful calling, from thence takes upon himself 
the title- of gentlotnan, and adds an Esq. to hid 
name. A very largo corps loo ^mighl be fonniMl 
from the Students at the Inns of Court, who, under 
the pr(‘jence oi' following the law, receive as it were a 
sanction for doing nothing at all. With these the 
several trilnis of play-hou^c and coirec'-liome Critics, 
and that collerMive body of them called the I'own, 
may Ixi allowed to rank: and though ncK- great ex- 
ploits can be expocied Irom these invalids, yet (as they 
are of no other use Avhatev(?r) they may at Iteasl serve 
in the army, hk<* Falstaff ’s men, as “food, for pow- 
der.’ , 

But a very formidable troop might be composed of 
that part of them, dislingni^ed by the name of 
’ Bloods. The fury of their assiftilts^ on drawers and 
watchmen, and the spirit displayed in storming a 
bagnio, would be of infinite service in the Held of 
battle. But 1 would recotnmend it to the general to 
have them strictly disciplined; list they should shoot 
some of dieir own comrades, or perhaps rua ftWay» 
G 2 
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merely for the sahe of the joke. Under proper regu- 
lations such valiant gentleSnen would certainly be of 
use. I had lately some thoughts of recommending to 
the justices to list the bloods among those brave, reso- 
lute fellows employed as thief-takers. But they may 
now serve nobler purposes in the anny: and what 
may we not expect from sucli intrepid heroes, wjio, for 
want of opportunity to exert their prowess in warlike 
skirmishes abroad, have been obliged to give vent to 
their courage by breaking die peace at home ? 

Every one will agree with me, that those men of 
honour, who make fighting their business, and cannot 
let their swords rest quietly in their scabbards, should 
be obliged to draw them in the service of his Majesty. 
What might we not expect from th^se furious Draw- 
cansirs, if^ instead of cuttiug one another's throats, 
their skill in arms was properly turned against the 
enemy ! A very little discipline would make them ad- 
mirable soldiers : for (as Mercutio says) they are al- 
ready * the very butchers of a silk button.’ I have 
known one of these duellists, to keq> his hand in, 
employ himself every morning in thrusting at a bit of 
paper stuck against the wainsept ; and 1 have heard 
anotherboast, that he could snuff a candle with his 
pistol. These gentleman are, therefore, very fit to be 
employed in close engagements ; but it will be neces- 
sary to keep them in continual action ; for otherwise 
they would breed a kind of civil war among them- 
selves. add, rather than not fight at all, turn their 
weapons upon one anotiier. * 

^ Several Irish brigades, not inferior to those of the 
aame country in the service of the French king, may - 
be formed out ot those able-bodied men, which are 
^Ued fortune-hunters. The attacks of these dauntless 
heroes have, indeed,* been chiefly levelled at the other 
ex ; bat employment may be found for these amorous 
Qight-ntYw^ suitable to their kno>Mi firginess and 
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fiitropidnv ^ pafticulaily ifi taking placeb by storm, 
vIku' ih«'r*> IS a utHCssUv tor ia\ishiiig vtrgms, and 
<i>nniutung outraecos upon thi* women 

But 0 nong tu niuny useless raornbers of socirty, 

»ht iv* are none so unpioht ible a*j tlve ti lUraity ot game- 
sier . ^ 1 theii^ore think, that tUeu tune would be 
much lipiter emp'oy^d m handlnig, a inuskel, than 
in sliuJIling a puk oi cauls, or shaking the dice boic* , 
As lo llu siiaijiers, it m i puy ihit the Mine devienty 
whu 1) enaliles them Ui pilin ui ai e ur r og i die is-iiot 
usid by them lu goin^ throu^^h tht munial exorm^o in 
the mihta y way I'ln c lattu might, uideid, be 
employed as iriannes »^r si uioned in the West Indusi ; 

*is many ol the in hatt airiady crossed the st is, and life 
pcih Cl V well acquiuUtcl with the plantauons 

rh< last proposal which 1 ha\o lo make on this 
subject IS to taklk tiu whole body ol biee-thmkers 
tnU) tin scivuii KorMub puiposi I would impress all 
tlic iru lubi fs of the Hobin Hood Sock y and m 
consult riiion ol his gn i* im*nt, 1 would further ad- 
vise. tint the Clari Market Orator should be made 
( haplmn to the ic'gimont One of the labourite u netb 
ot a Free- thinker that dl men are m a natif il Htate 
of wartaie with each other: nothing, therelorc, JS 
so projiei lor him, as to lie actually engaged in war. 
As he In') no squeainmli notions aboiU what \«ill be<* 
come ol him lure liter, be can have no Jears about 
cleat! i , 1 would, tht*reloie, always have* the Free-* 
thinkers put upon the nfost dangerous exploits, ex- 
posed to the greatest heat ol battle, and sent upon ihe 
• forlorn hope For, ^mco tliey oonless that they are 
born into the world for no end \ffhalover, fod that 
they siiall be nothing after death, it is but ja-Hcu* 
that they should be annihilated for the good oi their 
fcountry. 

W 
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■.■ ■■jlfoni/ra twnerunt mihif 
Jniroiii in atiet aiet aiiema cants f 
Aniiuis per implupium deddU tie tegulis * 
Oollina cecinet /— — 


What unlucky prodigies have befallen ns ! A strange black 
dog came into the house ! A snake fell from the tiles 
'• ^rough the sky-light 1 ' An hen crowed ! 

MR. VILLAGE TO MR. TOWN. 

DEAR COUSIN, March 3, 1755. 

I WAS {^really entertained with your late reflections 
V on the several branches of magic employed in the 
affairs of love. I have myself been very lately among 
the seers of visions and dreamers of dreams ; and liopc 
you will not be displeased at an account of portents and 
prognosflcs full as extravagant, though they are not all 
owing to the same caiise, as those of your corres- 
pondent Miss Arabella Wliimscy, You must know, 
I Cousin, tliat 1 am just returned from a visit of a fort- 
night to on^old aunt in the North, wherft 1 was mightily 
diverted with the traditional^ superstitions which are 
';most religiously preserved in the family, as they have 
been delivered down (time out of mind) from their 
eagacious grandmothers. 

Whe#l arrived, I found the mistress of the liouse 
very busily employed^with her two daughters in nailing 
a hoirsetefaoe to^ the threshold of the door. This, 
^ey told me, was to ^Uard against the spiteful designs 
old wbmaii^ who was a witch, and had threatened 
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to do the a mischief, because^one of my young 
cousins laid two straw's across, to see if the old hag 
could walk over them. The young lady herself assured 
me, that she had several times heard Goody Crij^le 
muttering to lierself ; and to be sure she was saying 
the Lord’s prayer backwards. Besides, the old woman 
had very often asked them for a pin : but they took 
care never to give her any thing that was sharp, be- . 
cause she should not bewitch them. They afterwards 
told me many other particulars of this kind, the same 
as are mentioned with iniinitohumour by the Spectator; 
and to confirm them, they assured me, that the eldest 
miss, when she was little, used to have fits, till the 
mother Hung a knife at another old witch, (whom Ike 
devil had carried off in a high wind) and fetched blow - 
from her. 

When I was to go to bed, my aunt made a thousand 
apologies for not putting me in the best room in the 
house ; which (she said) had never been lain in, since 
the death of an old washer-woman, who walked every 
night, and haunted that room in particular. They 
fancied that the old woman had hid money somewhere, 
and could not rest till she had told somebody ; and my 
cousin assured me, that site might have had it all to 
herself ; for the spirit came one night to her bed-side 
and wanted to tell her, but she had not courage to speak 
to it. 1 learned also, that they had a footman once, 
who hanged hifhself for love; and he walked fora . 
great w'hile, till they got tjie parson to Jay nim in the 
lied Sea. 

^ I had not been here long, when an accident hap- 
pened, which very much alarmed /he whole family. 
Towzru one night howled most terribly ; which wiw 
a sure sign, that somebody belonging to them would 
die. The youngest miss declared, that she bad heard 
the hen crow that morning ; wHIcb was another fatal 
prognostic. They told me, tha’t just before, imda 
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di^y Tottzef hftwVii >o .UIJ -evcral nigl^ts together, 

, th,ai they couUi Hot quiet hiru ; and my aunt heard the 
,, death- wajch tick as plainly, as n there had l)et'n a 
'Cloek in the room: the maul too, \\ho sat up with 
Wro, heard a bell loll at the top ui tlie siairs, the 
very moment the hreath went out ot‘ his body. Dur- 
ing this discourse, 1 over-heard one of my c6usins 
whisper the other, that »he was afraid their mamma 
' Would not live long ; for she smelt an ugly smell like a 
dead carcass. 'Fliey had a dairy maid, w'ho died the 
very Aveek after an hearse had »toppt^d at their door in 
it’s way to church: and the eldest miss, when she was 
but thirteen, saw her own brother s ghost, (who was 
g(||e to the West Indies) walking in l he garden ; and 
fpTbe sure, nine inontlis atler^ they had an account, 
that he died on board the ship, the very same day, and 
l^koiif of the day, that miss saw his apparition. 

1 need not meutiou to you the common iuci denis 
which were accounted by them no less prophetic. If 
a cinder |jopped from the lire, they were in luuste to 
ejiamine whether it was a purse or a coftin. They were 
aware of. my coming long betbre 1 arriveil, because llicy 
had^seen a stranger ou the grate. The youngest luis-s 
wilUet nobody use the poker but herself; because, wlien 
she stirs the lire it always burns bright, wlucli is a sign 
' jthe will have a bright husband ; and she is tio less sine 
\ ’#f a good one,vbiWuae she generally has ill luck at 
<^rds. N^r is the candle less oracular than the (ire: 

' . Tor the squire of the parish came one night to pay them 
^ visit, when the tallpw windiiig-shect pointed lowa'ds 
; and he broke his neck soon after in a fox chase, « 
My. aunt one night observtd with great pleasure a let- 
ter in the candle ; and she hoped it would be from her 
son in London. We knew when a spirit was in the 
room, By the ctmdl^ burning blue: but poor cousin 
Nancy was reedy to cry one time, when she snuiTed a 
out, and could mot blow it in again, though* her sic^icr 
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(lid it at a whiif, and consequently jtriumphed in Ler 
superior virtue.* 

We had no occasion for an almanack or the weather* 
^lass, to let us know whether it would rain or shine. 
One evening 1 proposed to ride out with my cousins 
the next day to see a gentleman’s house in the neigh- 
bourhood ; but my aunt assured us it would be wet, 
she knew very well from the shooting of her com. 
lic^idcs, there was a great spider crawling up the 
cliimney, and the blackbird in the kitchen began to 
tfing : which were holh of them as certain fore-runpers 
of rain. But the mpst to be depended on in thdsa 
cases is a tabby cat, which usually lies basking on the 
parlour hearth. If the cat turned her tail to the fire, 
wc were to have a hard frost : if the cat licked Iter 
tail, rain would certainly ensue. They wondered 
what stranger they should see ; because puss washed 
her foot over her loft ear. The old lady complained 
of a cold, and her daughter remarked, it would go 
through the family ; for she observed, that poor Tab 
had sneezed several times. Poor Tab, however, once 
Jlew at ono of my cousins ; for which she had like to 
have been destroyed, as the whole family began to 
think that she was no other than a w^itch. 

It is impossible to tell you the several tokens, by 
w’hich they know whether good or ill luck will hap- 
pen to them. Spilling of salt, or laying knives across, 
are every wher^ accounted ill omens; but a pin with 
the head turned towards you, or to be followed by a* 
strangt3 dog, 1 found were very lucky. I heard one 
of my cousins tell the cook maid, that she boiled 
away all lier sweethearts, because she had let her dish- 
water boil over. The same youn^^lady one morning 
came down to breakfast with her cap the wrong 
side out ; which her mother observing, charged her 
not to alter it all the day, for fear she should turn ' 
luck. 
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But, above ^11,. I rould not help rctnafking the va- 
rious prognosticH, which <i](i lady^i iid her daugli- 
tei*s UBed uncoiled froiri aliuo^t CM,*r\ p'lrt oi tin* body. 
A whitf." .s|H‘c,k upon tiu* uaiU ujadc* iliotn as huro of a 
gift, Its li they had it aircaitv in their pockeih. The 
sister is to nave one husband tnore tlum the 
youngest, U^cause aiic has one w inkle mort* in her 
Ibreliead ; hut the <. her will have the advantage cu' her 
in H'l rnt.ida^r uf cuddnm, as was plainly pro^'^ed by 
fOappiiig the.r tiiigcjr joint*. It would take up to<» 
tnu».ii loom lo set down every circuiustauce, whii'h 1 
ohsLV' *d of lii's sort during my stay \sith them: I 
e'tU'.ii fhen roe.elude my letter uidi tlie several re- 
tn«»j%s on itie \ dji-r parts ot the body, a* icr as 1 rould 
lelirn thtm fp.io thi-- pr* mI- mc fmnily : tor 1 was a 
:i|fdutu'n, \ .’ii !,oo\v, iln ) kvs rrnurve, 

■ if tin tn,M(] iieliey it i.s a sign ol ruin. Iflhehead 
uchs, is IS a prolbahle pa n. It you have the tooth- 
aeh y'\i tu; not 1(0 0 rue. If your eye- bro^v itches, 
you will .‘•eo a Mrangor. If your right eye iuhes, \cui 
will cry : if y-i.r left, you will laugh. If y(*ur nose 
itches you will sht.ke hands with, or kiss a I'ool, dnnk 
a g’uss of wine, run against a cuckold’s door, or 
miss them ail four. If your right ear or cheek burn??, 
your left iVieuds are talking of you * if your left, your 
riglit friends are talking of you. If your elbow itches 
yoi- wdl Change your bedfellow. If your ngnr hand 
itches you will pay away money ; ef your left, \oa 
will receive. If your stomach itches, you will oat 
putiding. If your back itclu's. butter wiU be cheap 
wuieu graatH grows there. If your side itches, some- 
body is wishing for you. If your garicnng-place 
iteht^, you will g<tto a strange place. If your krme 
itches^ you will kneel in a strange oluirch. If your foot 
iichcs,'yau will tread upon strange ground. Lastly, if 
you shiyef) SOrtM>l>ody /s walking over your grave- 
T. I am, dear Cousin, >pur*s, &c. 
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-Jftrc rfi5 mecum 

Cvipre^^is agiia iabrUf ubi, quid ibitur oil. 

JUudo Chant u, 

iiou* 


Let not a word escape the lips<w.but b»8t— • 

And tlunk in silence on the lules of wliisl. 

Wiior.vF.R imd had occasion often to pass throiijjh 
ilolborn, must have taken notice of a pastry cook's 
shop witli the following remarkable inscription over 
the door ; Kidder's I'astry-School, I had the curio* 
sity 10 inquire into the design ol’ this extraordinary 
academy, and found it was^jalcuiatcd to Instnicl young 
ladies iii the art and mystery of tarts ami cheesecakes* 
I'he scholars were, indeed, chiefly of the lower class, 
except a few notable young girls Irum the city, with 
two or three parson’s daughters out of the country, in* 
tended for seivicii. As housewifely accomplishments 
arc* now quite q|it of dale among the polite world. U 
is no wonder that Mr, Kidder lias no sliare in the edu- 
cation of our young ladies of quality : and I appeal 
to any woiaim of fashion, whether she would not as 
• soon put her daughter ’prentice to a washer-womam to 
learn to clear-starch and get up firife linen, as to send 
her to the pastry-school to be instructed in rniseci cruiit 
and pulT paste. The good dame/ of old, indeed, were 
not ashamed to makemese arts tjj^eir study; but in this 
refined age we might sooner expect to --w* a kiteboa* 
wench thumbing Hoyle’s Treatise on Whist, ihaa ^ 



THE CONNOISSEVn. 


73 


6Q. 


fine lady collecting receipts* for making puddings, or 
poring over the Complete Art of Cookery. 

The education of females is at present happily ele- 
vated for above the ordinary employments of domestic 
economy : and if any school is wanted for the im- 
provement of young ladies, 1 may venture to say, it 
should be a school tor whist Mr. Hoyle used, iiidced, 
to wait on ladies of quality, at their own houses to 
give them lectures in this science : but as that learned 
master lias left oil' teaching, they can have no instruc- 
tions but from his inconiparable treatise ; and this, 1 
am afraid, is so abstruse, and abounding Avith technical 
tonns, that even those among the quality, who are 
tolerably well grounded in the science, are scarce able 
to unravel the perplexity of his cases, which are many 
of them as intricate as the hardest propos^itioii in Eu- 
clid, A school for whist would, therefore, be of 
excellent use ; where young ladies of quality might be 
< gradually instructed in the various branches of lurching, 

, renouncing, finessing, winning the ten-ace, and get- 
ting the odd trick, in the same manner as common 
misses are taught to write, read, and work at their 
needle. 

There seems to be a strange neglect in the education 
of females, that, though great pains are taken with 
them to make them talk French, they are yet so igno- 
rant of the English language, that belpre they come to 
their teen^ they can scarce tell what is meant by lurch- 
ing, revoking, fussing the cArds, or the most common 
, terms, now in use at all routs and assemblies. Hence it 
;oflen happens, tliat a young lady is almost ripe for a • 
^lant, and thorotighly versed in.the arts of the toilet, 
before she is initial into the mysteries of the card- 
table. I would theleforo propq^, that our demoiselles 
offashioti should ba> taught the art of card-playing 
their cradles; and have a pack of cards put into 
at the usual time that the brats*of vulgar 
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pt^pk* are eitiployed in thumbing thoir horn-book. 
The mind of man has been often compared ( before it 
has received any ideas) to a while piece of paper^ 
which IS capable of retaining any impression afterwards 
made upon it. In Like manner, I would consider the 
minds of those infants, which arc born into a well-bred 


family, hs a blank pack of cards, ready to be marked 
with the pips and colours of tiie suits ; at least, 1 am 
confident that many of thorn, after they are grown 
up, have laid m very few ideas beyond them. Wliat, 
thendbre, Mr. Locke recommends, that we sliould 


cheat children into learning their letters, by making it 
seem » pastime, should be put in practice in every 
polite nursery ; and the little ladies ma> be taught to 
distinguish uco, deuce, tray, &bC. as soon us they could 
great A, lutl*' a, and the other letters ol tlic criss-cross 
row : as to the lour honours, tfiuy will r(*adily leam 
them by tin* saiiu* nictliod dial other children get the 
names ol dogs, horses, &c. by looking at their pictures. 
After this, in order to com]ilelo her education, liltU 
miss (when of a proper age) should be sent to the 
whist school, or have lessons from private masters at 
home. She may now be made to get by heart the 
law's of the game, read a chapter in Hoyle, and be 
catechised in laying and taking the odds; and, in pro- 
cess of time, she may be set to solve any of Hoyle^s 
hardest cases, oi^ any of the pi oporfitioris in his Doc- 
trine of Chances ; lor which (as Mr. Hoyle hinctielf 
tells us), no more knowledge of arithmetic is required, 
than wliat is sufficient to reckon the tricks, or score 
• up the game. 

All sciences appear equally abstfnse to the learner 
al his first setting out : but I will venture to say, that 
the science of whist is more conqltex than even 
or the mathematics. The Ass’^ bridge in Kudi(u| 
not so difficult to be got over, nor the Logarithms W 
Napier so hard to be uurarclled, as many of Hoyle^f 
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cases and propositions ; as an instanc|5 of which, take 

the following most obvious and easy one. A and 

B are partners against (J and D. A and B Jiave 
scored J, and want lo save their Lurch. C and D arc 
at slinrt cai/ye : and con.sequently both sides play 
for two points. C has the deal, and turns up the 
Knave of Hearts. C asks his partner D, who -refusies. 
B has the lead, and runs his strong suit. Spades, tw'o 
rounds with Ace and King. A discards his w^eako.st 
suit,- Diamonds. Then B forces his partner. A 
leads a strong Club, which B refuses. A forces B, 
who, by leading Spades, plays into A’s hand, who 
returns a Club, and so they get to a Saw between 
thtnn. After this, A leads through C’s Honours. B 
finesses the "I'en, and plays a Spado, which A irurnp.^. 
Now B, by laying behind King and Knave of 
Trumps, makes tl^* Ten-ace with Aco and Qu(»on ; 
and A having the long Trump, bring.s in hi.s thirieoiith 
Club. C()nse(pioutly, A and B get u slarn against 
their adversaries C" and D, and score a single game 
tow'ards the rubbers. 

Since. th(?refore, this science is attended with so 
much difficulty, the necessity of a school for whist 
very evident ; and if the plan of education, above pro- 
posed, was put into execution, I will venture to pro- 
nounce, that young ladies, who can now scarce lie 
trusted at any game beyond one-and-thirty Bone-Ace, 
or beat thc^ Knave out of doors w ith tlfe maid-servants, 
would be qualified at twelve^ years old to make one at 
any card-table in town; and would even beat their 
mammas, who have not bad the same advantage of ^ 
^ucation. Many a husband, and many a parent, I 
am sure, have had reason to lament, that their wives 
and daughters have T>ot had the happiness of so early 
in instruction in this branch of female knowledge: 

id 1 make no doubt, but several boarding-schools 
will be set up, where young ladies may be taught 
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Whist, Brag. an(| all kinds of card- work. How many 
ladies, for want of such a schoo), are at present shut 
out from the best company, because they know no 
more of the game, than what is called Wititc-Chapel 
play! ill order, trierefore, to remedy this deficicMicy 
us far us possible, 1 would further reconunend it to 
Mr. Hoyle, or some other eminent artist (in imitation 
of Me.s.sicurs Hart and Dukes, who profess to teach 
grown gentlemen to dance), to advertise that grown 
geiitlewomon muy bo taught to play at whist in the 
most private aiul expeditious manner ; so that any 
lady, who never before took a card in hand, may be 
enabled in a very short time to play a rubber at 
the most fashionable routs and asseinbhes. 

W. ' 
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iWtum ipsum pelimus iiuililiu. - — —— 

HOR, 

K’en Ueav'n we covet by preposterous rules, 

And form t* ourselvt-s a paradise of fools. 

It is observed by the French, that a cat, a jyiest, and 
an old woman, are suificiynt to constitute a religiou.s 
sect in England. ISo universally, it seems, are learn- 
ing and genius diffused through this island, that the 
"lowest plebeians are deep casuists in yaatters of faith as 
well as politics ; and so many and wonderful are the 
new lights continually breaking in» among us, that we 
daily make fresh discoveries, and strike out iinheaien 
paths to future happiness. The Ibove observation of 
our neighbours is, in truth, rather too full : for a priest 

li 2 
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is 60 far from necessary, that a new species of doctrine 
would be better received by our old women, and other 
wellrdisposod good people, from a layman. The most 
extraordinary tenets of religion arc very successfully 
popagated under the sanction of* the leathern apron 
instead of the cassock : eycry corner of the town has 
barber, mason, bricklayer, or some other handicraft 
teacher ; and there are almost us many sects in this 
metropolis, as there are parish-churches. 

As to old w'omen, since the passions of females are 
stronger in youth, and their minds weaker in age, than 
those of the other sex, their readiness in embracing any 
principles of religion, pressed on them w ith particular 
earnestness and vehemence, is not very wondcrlul. They 
hope, by the most rigid demeanor in the decline of life, 
to make amends for that. unbounded loose given to 
theirpassions in their younger years. The same violence, 
however, commonly accompanies them in religion, as 
formerly actuated them m their pleasures ; and their 
zeal entirely eats up their charity. They look with a 
malevolent kind of pity on all who are still employed 
in worldly undertakings, ‘ carry prayer-books in tlieir 
pockets,’ and piously damn all their relations and ac- 
quaintance with texts of scripture. I know an old 
gentlewoman of this cast, who has formed herself as a 
pattern of staid behaviour ; and values herself for hav- 
ing given up at threescore the vanities of sixteen. She 
denounces heavy judgments on all frequenters of public 
diversions, and forebodes the worst consequences from 
every party of pleasure. Tl have known her foretel 
the ruin of her niece from a country dance : nay, she 
Can perceive irregiilar desires darning from a gay co-' 
loured top-knot, and has even descried adultery itself 
lurking beneath the^thin veil of a worked apron, or 
beaming from a diamond girdle-buckle. 

But we might, perhaps, suffer a few good old ladies 
to go to heaven their own way, if these sect« were not 



TIIP- CONNOISSEUR, 77 

pernicious on i^any other accounts. Such strange doc- 
trines are very apt to unsettle the minds of the common 
people, who often make an odd transition from inhde- 
iity to enthusiasm, and bccomtl bigots from arrant 
free-thinkers : their faith, however, it may be well 
imagined, is not a savi ng* faith ; as they are worked 
up to* an adoration of the Creator, from the same 
slavish principle that induces the Indians to worship 
the Devil. It is amazing how strongly fear operates 
on those weak creatures, and how easily a canting, 
whining rascal can mould them to his purpose. I 
have known many a rich tradesman wheedled and 
threanmed out of his subsistence, siml himself and 
unhappy family at last lectured into the work-house, 
'rhus do these vile hypocrites turn a poor convert’s 
liead to save his soul ; and deprive him of all happi- 
ness in thisw'orld, under pretence of securing it to him 
eternally in the next. 

Nothing can do religion more injury than these 
solemn mockeries of it. Many bf these sects consist 
almost entirely of battered proslituttis, and persons of 
the most infamous character. Reformation is tlniir 
chief pretence : wherefore, the more abandoned those 
are, of whom tliey make proselytes, the more they 
pride themselves ou their conversion. I remember 
a debauched young fellow, who pretended a sudden 
amendment of his principles, in order to repair his 
shattered forttiue. He turned Mcthodist,,and »oon 
began to manifest a kind of spiritual fondness for a 
pious sister. He wooed her according to tlie directions 
, of the rubric, sent her sermons instead of hillel-dt/uXy 
* greeted her with an holy kiss,’ «ind obtained his 
mistress by appearing in every respect a thorough 
devotee. But, alas ! the good getttleinan could never 
be prevailed on to comply with religious ordinances, or 
appear any more at church or meeting, after the per- 
formance* of the marriage ceremony. The lowest of 



79 THB CONNaiMBHIU N*'61« 

tbo vulgar also^ for their peculiar ends, frequently 
become sectaries. They avail themselves of a mock 
conversion to redeem their lost characters, and, like 
criminals at Home, ^lake the church a sanctuary for 
villany. Hy this artifice they recommend themselves 
to the charity of the weak but weil-ineauing Christians, 
end often insinuate themselves as servants into Metho- 
dist families. 

Le Sage, with his usual humour, represents Gil Bias 
as wonderfully charmed with the seeming sanctity of 
Ambrose de Lamela, when he took him into his service : 
and Gil Bias is even not offended at his remissness the 
very first night, when his new servant tells him, that 
it was owing to his attending his devotions. But it 
soon appears, that his sly valet had been employed in 
concerting the robliery of his master. A due attention 
to religion is so rare a quality in all ranks of people, 
that 1 am far from blaming it in servants ; but when 1 
see tlicir religion shewing itself in laziness, and observe 
them neglecting theif common business under the pre- 
text of performing acts of supererogation, 1 am apt 
to question their sincerity, and to take every servant 
of that kind for a mere Saint Ambrose. An old Mo- 
ravian aunt of mine, of whom 1 have formerly made 
worthy mention, would never have any servants, who 
did not belong to the society of tiie United Brethren. 
But so little did the good lady's endeavours to preserve 
virtue and a spirit of devotion in house succeed, 
that the generality of tlie ,men fell into evil courses, 
and most of the pious sisterhood left the family with 
big bellies. 

i would not bethought to deny my fellow-subjects * 
fall liberty of conscience;, and all the benefits of the 
Toleration Act ; yet I cannot help regarding these 
weak, if not ill-meant divisions from the established 
churc^ aa a dangero\is bind of free-thinking : not so 
ahockuigi indeed, as the impious avowal of atheism 



n*61. the connoisseur* 79 

and infidelity, but often attended with the same bad 
consequences. A religion founded on madness and en* 
thusiasm, is almost as bad as no religion at all ; and 
what is worse, the unhappy errors of particular sects ex- 

E se the purest religion in the world to the scoffs of un- 
lievers. Shallow witlings exercise their little talents 
for ridicule on matters of religion, and fall into atheism 
and blasphemy in order to avoid bigotry and enthusiasm. 
The weakness oi the siM^taries strengthens them in their 
ridiculous notions, and produces many other evils, as 
will appear from the following short history. 

In the glorious reign of Queen Elizabeth there re- 
sided in these kingdoms a worthy lady called Religion. 
She was remarkable for the sweetiiess of her temper; 
whicR was cheerful without levity, and grave without 
inoroseness. She w^as also particularly decent in her dress 
as well as behaviour, and preserved with uncommon 
mildness the strictest regularity in her family. Though 
she had a noble genius, and led a very sober life, yet 
in those days she kept the best <*.OTnpany, was greatly 
admired by the Queen, and was even intimate with 
most of the maids of honour. What became oY her 
and her family is not known ; but it is very certain, 
that they have at present no connexion with the polite 
world. Some affirm, that the line is extinct ; though 
I liave indeed been told, that the late Bisliop Berkley 

and the present Bishops of — and are descended 

from the principal branches of it, and thai some few 
of the family are residont on sinaU livings in the 
country. 

^ We are told by a certain fashionable author, that 
there were formerly two men in a mad- house at Paris, 
one of whom imagined himself the Father, and the other 
the Son. In like manner, no sooner did the good lady 
Religion disappear, tut she was personated by a craxy 
old beldam called Superstition^ But the cheat was 
instantly^discovered; for, instead of the mild disci- 
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pline, with which her predecessor ruled her family, 
she governed entirely by severity, racks, ’wheels, 
gibbets, sword, fire, and laggot. Insteail of cheerful- 
ness she introduced gloom, was perpetually crossing 
herself with holy water, and, lo avert the terrible 
judgments of which she was hourly in fear, she com- 
piled a new almanack, in which she wonderfully multi- 
plied the number of red letters. After a rni-serablc life 
she died melancholy mail, but left a wmII behind her, 
in which she bequeathed a very considerable .sum to 
build an hospital for religious lunatics ; which, 1 am 
informed, will speedily be built on the .same ground, 
\Yhere the foundcry, that celebrated Methodist meet- 
ing-house, now stands. 

Superstition left behind her a son called Atfieisni, 
begot on her by a Moravian tcat^hcr at one of tlicir 
Love-Feasts. Atlicisra soon showed himself to be a 
most profligate abandoned fellow. He came very early 
upon town, and was a remarkable blood. Among 
his other frolics he turned author, and is said to liavo 
written in concert with Lord Bolingbroke, After having 
squandered a large fortune, he turned game.ster, then 
pimp, and then highwayman ; in which last occupation 
he was soon detected, taken, and tlirown into New- 

f atc. He behaved very impudently in tiie condemned 
ole, abused the ordinary whenever that gentleman 
attended him, and encouraged all his jellow prisoners, 

, in the Nc’wgate phrase, to die hard. When he came 
%o the gallows, instead of the psalm he sung a bawdy 
catch, threw away the book, and bid Jack Ketch tuck 
him up like a gentleman. Many of his relations were • 
present at the exicution, and shook their heads, re- 
peating the words of Mat iu the Beggar’s Opera, 

* Poor fellow 1 w(f are sorry for you^ W it is what 

we must all come to.« 

. 0 , 
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— Cereris vull esse tacerdat. JVV, 

What female, though to Papa) modes they ruo. 

Would brook the life and maimers uf a nun^ 

Having lately informed my readers, that the Female 
Parliament is now sitting, 1 shall proceed to lay before 
them the substance of a debate that happened in the 
Committee of Religion, and which was unexpectedly 
occasioned by a Motion that was made by Miss 
(iraveairs. 'Fhis Committee had long been looked 
upon as useless, but for form sake continued to meet, 
though it was adjourned immediately : but one day, 
(here being more members present than usual, the 
Chair-woman was no sooner in the chair, than the lady 
above-mentioned addressed her in the following speech. 

MADAM, 

It is with no less surprise than concern, that 1 reflect 
on the danger to which the greater part of my sex, 
either through agnorance or choice, are now exposed ; 
and 1 have the strongest reasons to belieVe, that no- 
thing but the vigorous atid timely resolutions of this 
wise assembly can prevent them from changing (heir 
religion, and becoming Roman Catholics. What 
subject can be more interesting ancl important to us, 
whether we consider ourselves as a Committee of Re- 
ligion, a Parliament of Womens or an Assembly of 
Protestants ? Was sucM a desigif to be carried into exe- 
cution, the free use of our tongues would be taken 
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away ; we should never be suiVerod perhaps to speak 
to the other sex, but through' grates and bars ; and this 
place of our assembly would be probably the abode of 
nuns and friars. But lest you should think me thus 
alarmed without reason, I shall now lay belbro you 
the grounds of my complaint ; that, if it is not loo 
late, we may prevent the evil, or, if it is, we may 
guard against it. 

My fears are grounded on those remarks, that have 
long been made on the dress of the sox. Constant as 
the men have styled us to the love of change, little have 
they imagined, that PojKiry was invariably the object, 
to which every innovation was designed to lead. So 
long ago as when, to the honour of our sex, a Queen 
was upon the throne, it was the fashion, as we may 
learn from* Pope, for the ladies ^to wear upon their 
breasts a (laming cross. The same fasliion has been 
transmitted to the present time^. What, Madam, is 
this but downright Popery ! In the catholic countries 
they are cont(‘nted with erecting crucifixes iu their roads 
and churches; but alas! in this protestant kingdom 
crosses are alike to be .seen in places sacred and prolane, 
the court, the play-house: and (pardon rne ladies I } this 
venerable assembly itself is not without them. 1 am 
apt to suspect, that this heterodox introduction of the 
Cross into the female dress had an highei original than 
the days of Queen Anne, whose affection for the church 
was very well known. It seems raiheP to have been 
imported among us, together ^with the Jesuits, by the 
popish consorts of the first or second Charles : or per- 
haps the ladies first wore it in coii^luisance to the 
English Pope Joai\g Queen Mary, This much is cer- 
tain, that at the same time our pious reformer Queen 
Elizabeth expelled the cross from' our altars, she eifcc- 

• Upon her breast a sparkling tiross. she wore. 

RAPE OF TUK LOCK. 
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tually secured tfie necks of our ladies from ilua super- 
stition by the introduction ot the Huff. 

The next part of our dress that I shall mention, 
which savours of popery, is the Capuchin. This gar- 
iiiein in truth has n near resemblance to that of the 
friar, whose name it bears. Our grandmothers had al- 
ready .'idopted the flood ; their daughters by u gradual 
advance introduced the rest; but lar greater improve- 
rnent^ were still in store for us. We all of us remem- 
ber, for it is not above two years ago, how all qoloiirs 
were neglected for that of ])urple. In purple we 
glowed IVoin the hat to the shoe; and in such request 
were the ribbons and silks of that favourite colour, 
that neither the milliner, rnerccr, nor dyer himself 
could answer the demand.* Who but must think, that 
this arose from Popish principles? And though it may 
1)0 urged, that the admired Fanny, who first intro- 
duced it, is no nun, yet you may all remember that the 
(/hurch of Rome herself lias been styled the Scarlet, 
or, as some render it, the Puqjle Whore. 

But to prove indisputably our manifest approaches 
to Popery, let me now refer you to that fiishionable 
cloak, which, sorry 1 am to set? it, is wore by the i’ir 
greater part oven of this assembly, and which indeed 
is with great propriety styled the Cardinal. For 
were his holiness the Pope to be introduced among 
us, ho would almost fancy himself in his owm con- 
clave; and were 1 not too well acquainted with my 
sisters’ principles, I myself*shouid be induced to think, 
that to those in such grave attire nothing but a cloister 
^nd a grate was wanting. As to those of gayer 
colours, you need not to bo toRl, that there are 
white and grey friars abroad, as well as black : aiijl 
as the English are so remarkable for improving on 
their originals, we shall ,not be t^en surprised at the 
variety of colours that appear among us. 

h has bben whispered too, that some of my sisterp 
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have been so fond of the monkish av.’sterities, as to 
have their heads shaved. This 1 do not aver of iny 
own knowledge; but, if it is so, they still conde- 
scend to wear artificial locks ; though it would be not 
at all strange, if they also should soon be laid aside, as 
they are already prepared for it by leaving ofi* their 
caps. I shall only desire you still farther to reflect, 
how fashionable it is for the ladies to shine with bor- 
rowed faces; and then I believe you will readily 
allow, that their votaries, the men, arc in great dan- 
ger also of being seduced to popery ; since do they 
not already, by the compliments they pay to a painted 
face, address an image and adore a picture ? 

What has now been said will induce you, 1 hope, 
to pay a proper regard to%e following Resolutions, 
which, I humbly move, may be agreed to by this 
Committee, and represented to the house. 

Resolved, 

That it is the opinion of thb committee, that in 
order to prevent the g^emth of Popery, no garments 
shall for the future be imported of popish make, or 
distinguished by popish names. 

Resolved, 

That in order to enforce a due obedience, every 
one shall be obliged to practise the austerities of the 
sect they imitate ; so that, for example, the Cardinals 
shall be compelled to lead a single life, and the Capu- 
chins to go bare-foot. 

Lastly, 

It is recommended that, as a farther sanction to the 
bill proposed, every offender, who shall be deemed 
incorrigible, shall be banish^j^irom all routs, and 
transported to her Country seat Tor seven winters. 

This motion was ctrongly seconded by Lady Mend- 
^ who urged in it’s support, that to Jier certain 
s knowledge many of the sex very frequently assembled 



TKK CONNOISSRUR. 


N ' 62 . 




at one anothcr'$;«houses, and particularly on the Sab- 
bath, where mass books were actually Laid before them, ' 
and the warmest adoration paid to some pictures or 

S ainted images, which, she was told, resembled some 
j'ngs and Queens that had been long canonized: 
and the olferings, that were constantly made at their 
slirines, Vould (she said) be found, on a moderate 
computation, to exceed those that were formerly made 
at the tomb of Thomas a Bccket. She added, that 
after the catholic custom, they always fasted on- those 
nights, or, if they supped at all, it was only on Fish. 

The chief speaker on the other side of the question 
was Lady Smart, one of the representatives for 
Groftvenor-Square, who, by the way, was strongly sus- 
pected of being a prejudiced person, her enemies not 
denying that she had charms, which could ulniost sanc- 
tify error itselil Nobody, she said, could suspect the 
sex of inclining to popery, who obsened the aversion 
they all discovered to a single life. The uses of the 
obnoxious garments were allowed to be many ; the 
names at least were innocent; and the cry against 
them, she w'as sure, could only bo raised by the old 
and the ugly ; since nothing could be so fantastic, as 
not to become a pretty woman. 

Her ladyship was joined by the beauties present ; 
but they being few, their objections were orer-niled, 
and the motion ^as carried. The next day, the house, 
on receiving the report, after some debate, agreed \o 
the resolutioijs, and a bill was ordered to be prepared 
and brought in accordingly, ^rhough, at the Siime 
* time they were of opinion, ncm, cm, that, if the Fig- 
leaf Bill took place, these restrictions would be quite 
needless. 


▼OXm XXXI. 
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fU nati natorum, el yi/j nnsccntut at tlhs. 

From a long lino of Ora-jdams ilrnw'^ Ins Mood, 

And counts liisi great great giundsirns from the Hood, 

TO MR. TOWN. 

SIR, Cantbrifigo. April -L 

If you are a true sporlsmaii, and liave thi* bonour of 
the turf at heart, you must havr uhsorved wuli the 
iJliTiost concern a late arrount in the nows- papers, 
that * White-nose died ai Doncastor ol a mortibcatjon 
in his foot.’ An article of ibis nature, and at such a 
lime, must strike a ihtinp on all gentleman breeders ; 
and for iny part I cannot help looking on the present 
races at Mewinarket, as funeral games in honour of 
the memory of White-nose, The death of a siiiHion 
of such consequence is a public calamity to all know- 
ing ones in the kingdom ; nor does such an accident 
bring with it the least consolation ; (Specially ’^ince it 
is not thoHarrhion to pit the lives of horses, as well as 
men, against each other. 

Italian grey-hounds, Dutch lap-dog^, monkey^?, 
and maccAWS, have been iionuured vvitJi rnonuineiits* 
and epitaplis : buf a race-horse as much surpasses these 
insignificant animals, as While- nose was superior to a 
pack-horse; and 1 "cannot but think, that an obelisk 
(with a proper inscription drawn up by Messieurs 
Heber and Pond) should be erected near DejiPs- Ditch 
or Chuak*Jade on Newtoarket Heath, in honour to his 
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nvt mory. With what astonisument might we thwii 
read ot his poworlul deep rate, by which uU the horses 
that nm against him were no where! With tvhat 
raptun} should we then recount his rapid victories in 
the (more surprising than those of the Duke of 
M a '•1 borough J by \\hich he won Tewksbury, W'on 
< 'hij)j)intj-. Norton, w'on Lincoln, won York, &c. ! 
Dm. ak'V.* Jill, we should admire the noble blood 
Atinc/i h.oveti in his vnns, and with reverence contem- 
plate tin- il.ii.iirmus naiuns of hi.-s great, great, great, 
gi'e.u, giuinisuea and gratidams. There is not the least 
tlau 1(1 the blood ol Wniie-nose\s tamiiy: and his 
epitaph naght conclude, in imitation of that famous 
one (M> ilie Duke ol NevtCdStlo's monument, ‘that all 
tin- Sons were rrMuaiRabie stallions, and ail the Daogh- 
ler^ cNceiloni breeders.’ 

The pedigrees of our rticc- horses have been always 
pro.st*rv(*d with a^ much care and exactness, as the 
'frer ol ni'^ccnt among the family of a Spanish gran- 
dee i^r Poll^h nobleman: nor does the Welshman de- 
ru<‘ greater homnir Iroin proving himself die hfnelh 
coiHin f,» (/adwuliader or (Jaruclactis, throtrgh u long 
line (j1 D«'ivid Ap Shenkins, Ap Morgaii-s Ap Powels, 
Ap Pri< ts. than iho horse by being half brother to the 
Godolphtn narl), or lull cousin by the dam’s side to 
the BlocKly-Shonlder’d Arabian. The Homans were 
no less cnriouh in the breed of their horses, and paid 
the greatest honoiffs to those that beat the whoje Circus 
hollow. 'i’hey even erect^ monuments to their uic- 
niory, of wliich Lipsius gives us the lollowing remark- 
able instance. Clarisaimc lapis celuSj (fuem Homa 
ohm vtdi el exscripsi. In medio vir esl, qui dexfra 
hacufam sini^lrri pabulum tenet: extriihsecm dw» 
ossihtrUe^^ equi ru,m gemin/i inscrjplwne ; — Aquilo, 
Nepos Aquiloin.s vicit ciitx. secundas lulil l.xxxviii. 
iertius tulif xxxvi —Altera, — flirpinus, Xepos Aquilo- 
nis vicU c*iv. tecundas lulil Ivi. ierlias lulil xxxvi. 
i2 
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Habes itaque ipinm hie Hirpinum, aUpte aded tjus 
Avum Aquilonem. 1 could wish, tnat tlie same ho- 
nours were paid to our horses : 1 would at least pro- 
pose, that the names, pedigrees, and a list of the plates 
won by victorious horses, should be inscribed on the 
posts of all courses, where they have made themselves 
famous- These memorials might serve to perpetuate 
the renown of our racers, and would furnish posterity 
with a more complete history of the turf than the 
Sportsman’s Calendar. 

You will undoubtedly observe, Mr. Town, that in 
the extract concerning liorses, with which 1 have just 
presented you from Lipsius, a man is also mentioned ; 
the account of whom would, if modernized, run in 
thenfollowing terms. In the middle of tlie monu- 
ment stood a man, with a whip in his right hand, and 
a feed of com in his left.* Hence it appears, that the 
Romans intended to do honour to tlie charioteer as 


well asdiorses; and it is a pity, that w'e do not also imi- 
tate them in this particular, and pay equal respect to our 
Jockeys. The chariot-race was not more celebrated 
among the antients, than the horse-race is at present ; 
and the Circus at Rome never drew together so noble 
eh aaseihbly a.s the modern course. N^do 1 see any 
reason, why Tlieron should be more appAided for car- 
rying off the prize at Elis or Pisa, than Tom Mershal 
for winning the plate at York or Newmarket. The 
charioteers of old were, indeed, composed of the great- 
est princes and persons o( the first rank, w'ho prided 

t selves on their de.\terity in managing the reins, 
driving their own chariots. In this they have 
by several of our modem gentry, wtto 


valne themselves on being excelieut coachmen : and 
it is with infinite ^pleasure, that 1 have lately observed 
persons of fiisbioo at allinices affect the dress and 
manner of groomsi And as gentlemen, like the an- 
cient charioteers, begin to enter the raoe> themselves. 
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and ride their own horsH^, it is probable, that we 
tiliall soon see tlfb best Jockeys among the first oi* our 
nobility. 

That the encomiums of the horse shall so fre- 
quently be enlurgecf on, without entering into the 
praises of the Jockey, is indeed something wonderful ; 
when we consider how muck the beast is under his 
direciionr*' ami that the strengfu and fleetness of Vic- 
torious or Driver would be of no use without the skill 
and honesty of die nJer. Large sums have been lost 
by u hoi'M*. running, uccidcntally without doubt,' on 
tile v^rongM<;ie of the post; and we knowing*ones, 
Mr. 'I'own, have frequently seen great dexterity end 
mauagcineni exerted, in coiiiriviiig that one of the best 
horses in the lield should be distanced. The Jt^ey 
has. indeed, so great a share in the success of the race, 
that every man, who has ever betted five pounds, is 
arquaniied with Ins consequence; and does not W'ant 
to tie (old, (hat ttie victory depends at least as often 
on die rider as the horse. 

I cat mot help agreeing with Lady Pentweazle in 
the farce, that ' if there was as much cure taken in 
the bleed of the human h()ecics, as diere is in that of 
dogs uiid of horses, we should not have so many 
puny hall-tormed animals as we daily see among us :* 
and every thorough sportsman very well knows, that 
as much art is required in bringing up a Jockey, as the 
beast .he is to ride. In every respect the same care, 
must be had to keep him in wind, and he must be in 
like manner dieted, put in* stvoais, and exercised, to 
bring him down to a proper weight Much de{>eiids 
tipon the size of the man as well as l\on»e : for a rider 
of the same dimensions with a grenadier Would no 
more be fit to come upon the turf as a Jockey, than an 
awkward thing taken out^f the shafts of a dray could 
ever appear at the startiog-posl a$% race-horse. This is 
obvious to»every one; and 1 could nothelf) smiling at 
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what iny landlord at the White Bear aaid the other 
day to a little fellow-commoner of Sfu John's, (who 


sliould a gownsman, when 
you would have made such a special postboy or 
Jockey.’ 

My chief inducemetil to write to you tci present, 
Mr. Town, was to desire you to use your endeavours 
to bring the Jockey into equal esiecmi tvith the animal 
he bestrides ; and to that you would promote the 
settling an established scheme for the preservation of 
his br^. In order to this 1 would humbly propose, that 
a stud for the Jockeys should be immediately built near 
the^bles at Newmarket ; and that their genealogies 
shomd be duly registered; that the breixl should be 
crossed as occasion might require, and that the best 
horsemen, and of the lightest weights should intermarry 
with the full sisters of those who had W'on most plates ; 
and in a word, the same methods used for tlic improve- 
ni<?nt of the Jockeys as their horses. I have here sent 
you the exact pedigree of a famous Jockey, taken with 
all that care just now prescribed ; and 1 doubt not, if 
my scheme was universally put in execution, but we 
sliould excel all other nations in our horsemen, as w« 
already do in our horses. 

. TO RIDE THIS SEASON, 

An able Jockey, fit to start for Match, Sweepstakes, 
or King’s Plato; well sized; can mount twelve 
atone, or strip iq a feather ; is sound wind and limb, 
and fnsfe from blemishes. He was got by Yorkshire 
Tom, out of a full sister to Deptford Nan. His dam 
was got by the noted Matchim Tims. His Grandam 
was the Gmnan PrbeeM ; and his great Qrandam was 
daughter to Flanders Moil His Sire won the king's 


would fam be thought a 
pliroeni: * My worthy 
is a thousand pities vou 


knowing one) by way of corn- 
master,’ said the landlord, * it 
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Plate at York and Hainbleton, llie Lady^s Subscription 
purse nt Nottingham, the Give-^and-Take at Jjtncoln, 
and the Sweepstakes at Newmarket. His grandsire . 
beat Dick RogiTsai Epsom and Burford, and Patrick 
IVK^utt'em over the Curragh at Kildare. His great 
grandshire, and great git'at grandsire rode for King 
Charles the Sptond ; and so noble is the blood which 
dows m this Jockey's veins, that none of his family 
were ever distanced, stood above five feet five, or 
weighed more than twelve stone. 

W. 
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Vann Ueaioi Tniiere,— — — 

Vi $*ie rnpirtnt hnnuaum umlwneht^ 

IMlyEDR. 

Huundb, pointcn, ina&tiflfi, sue fur lirlp, 

Willi many adolvful ho»l,aiid piivuus yelp. 


Ill TO RM NO the Other night from the coffoe-houae, 
where I had just been reading the* votes, I found 
myaeli on a sudden oppressed with a drowsiness, that 
seemed to promise me as sound a repose in my great 
chair, as iny dog already enjoyed oy tjte fire-side. 
1 willingly indulged it ;• and had hardly closed my 
eyes, beiore I fell into the following dream. 

Methought the door of my room on a sudden flew 
open, and admitted a great variety of dogs of all 
borts and suees, from the mastilT to the lap-dog. I 
was surprised at this appearance , but my amazement 

* Alnllhadbceabrooghtiiita foment for layiege toa 
«pon dogs. 



THE COKKOISKEUA. 


w 


N" 64. 


wad much incccaaed, when I saw a large greyhound 
advancing towards me, and heard him thus address me 
' in an human voice. 

You cannot, Sir, be ignorant of the panic that pre- 
vails among all our species, on account of a scheme 
now on root for our destruction. That slaughter, 
which was formerly made among the yfolves of this 
land, and in which our ancestors bortjso large*^ share, 
is now going to be revived among us. I, for my ow n 
part, have no hopes of escaping, as you will easily 
judge when you hear my case. My master ow'es his 
subsistence to his labour, and with his wages can just 
maintain me and his three children. In return. I now 
and then afford him a comfortable meal, by kilting him 
a rabbit in the squire\s warren, or jiicking him up a 
hare on a Sunday morning. 'I'he other services 1 ren- 
der him are of equal importance to him, and pleasure 
to myself. 1 am his constant companion to the liold 
in the morning, and back again at night : he knows 
that his clothes and his w^nllot are safe in my keeping; 
and he is sure to be roused on any midnight alarm, 

^ when 1 am in the house. 

It is with horror 1 reflect on the numbers of my re- 
lations, who will swing their last, and against whom 
. this law seems, inde^, to be levelled. Is it not 
enough, that our merits arc neglected, and thouglit 
inferior to those of a slow-footed race, who inhabit a 
, spacious kennel in the squire's yard,^nd who are^s 
tnany houi^ in killing a hare, as we are minutes? 
' "Vet they are kept by the greAt, attended by the uoble, 
and every day treated with horse-flesh : while I live 
among the poor, am threatened by the rich, and now 
probably shall be destroyed by public^authority* 

I cannot deny, but that the favour of the ladies is 
frequently extended fo t small and degenerate race; 
%ho tho^h they bear* our name, may v^ properly 
~ styled the fnbbles of our apecies. *Tis true, they 
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Are of foreign extraction^ which atone is suflident 
merit ; and aewn^ indeed, to be as much preferred by 
the beau ^miuie to our Eiiglish greyhonuds, as their 
countrymen in the Haymarket are to our English 
singers. But though this breed is so diminutive, that 
1 myself have coursed one of them for a hare, yet t 
will vi»nture to pronounce, that, be the tax what it 
will, not a Fido in the land will be sacrificed to the 
laws. 

Our request to you is to display our merits to the 
world, and convince mankind of the innocence .of our 
intentions, and tlie hardships that we already labour 
under. Though 1 have enlarged on my own case, I 
have the honour to address you in the name of all my 
brethren ; such of them, 1 mean, as think themselves 
endangered by this scheme for our destruction. At 
the same time wo desire you to a|>pnr.e the public of 
the hazard they may run, by coming to an open ruj^ 
ture ; since, in such a case, the mastifis and the buU* 
dogs are determined to join their forces, and will sell 
their lives at the deare.it rate. 

This last resolution was confirmed by a general 
growl. After which 1 was ihus accosted by another 
of the company, of the pointing-breed. 

Little did I think, that the pains 1 have taken, and 
the blows 1 have suflered, to perfect me in the art 1 
profess, would have been thus requited. Having lost 
the best of masters by an accident from his gun, which 
I can scarce ever think of without a howl, i have 
now, like my friend Smoker, the misfortune to live 
with a poor man. A misfortune I now call it, since, 
alas ! he will not be able to save me from the halter, 
by paying mytansoin. He too, I am afraid, will be 
r^uc^ to beggary, since, at present, 1 and his gua 
are his chief support If he ie deprived of me» and 
thereby prevented from wh%t the rich malidouely 
term poaching, his b«it resource will be to dispatcii 
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himself with his gun before he surrenders it, or to hang 
himself with the some rope that tics up me. When 1 
Was a puppy, I was every day fed in the kitchen, and 
caressed in the parlour ; and I have now a brother, 
that alwnys points for the best of company. W^hat 
though our race has bc^en frequently reproached ^ 
What though we, together with the spaniels, have 
been accused, 1 do not say wrongfully, of oroiicliing 
to our enemies, and licking the hand that beats us ? Is 
not this every day practi^M among your species ? 
And is it not countenanced by the greatest examples ? 
In fawning and flattering we are by no means singu- 
lar ; and crouching and cringing are not conliutKi to 
the brute species. 

I very heartily second the request of my friend, 
and 1 doubt not, but the argumeoLs you wi!i use in 
our behalf will be able to divert the storm that 
threatens us. This you may be assured of, that if 
my life is spared through your means, it shall bo de- 
voted to your service ; and you shall sup, as often as 
you please, on a brace of birds. 

Tnis speech was attended with a bark of applause ; 
«,nd I was next Acr.'osted by a lap-ilog, who, after 
dolefully shaking hi.s ears, began the following ha- 
fangue. 

'I'hoiigh I am aware that many of my .species will 
remain unhurt by this scheme devi.sed for our destruc- 
tion, yet 1 have on iny o^u account gfoat reason to 
bo alarmed.- 1 was born, indeed, in a noble family in 
Jameis's Square, but unfortunately was within these 
^ee months resigned over to my presiMit mistress, 
an old maid, who has been through her whole life as 
fiugal of her money as her favours. She is, indeed, 
60 very saving, that 1 have mo^e than once been beat 
for lapping up her breakfast cream ; and it was but 
last week, that 1 was severely corrected for devouring 
A^sheep’s heart, for which she bad been to Market her- 
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self. Such a mfstrcss will undoubtedly sacrifice me to 
thii cruel tux ; and though you may perhaps imagine 
the loss ot‘ life in these circumstances is not much to be 
regrettt»d, yet death is a terrible remedy, and a living 
dog is better than a dead lion. But if some of our 
species must perish, surely a regard should be had to 
national merit ; and the storm should first fall on those 
foreign intruders, who by the flatness of their noses are * 
suppo.«ed to bo of Dutch cxiraclion. If the ladies niso 
hare any regard for the honour of their country, or 
any love remaining for us, it becomes them to take our 
case into consideration. And I make no doubt, sinc0 
the female parliament is now sitting (if you, Sir, 
vould blit draw up a petition in our favour), as the 
other sox have taken necessary precautions for the 
preservation of the games the ladies would in their 
turn bring in a bill for the preservgtion of lap-dogs. 

Various were the arguments that many others used 
in their oivn behalf The mastiff' insisted on the pro- 
tection he afforded us, and the terror he struck into 
thieves and house-breakers. King Charles’s black 
favourites came fawning upon mo, and hoped that theii 
breed might be preserved in deference to the taste of 
so witty u monarch. 1 could not help smiling at the 
argument made use of by a bull -dog from Norfolk ; 
who declared, that he was so instrumental to the mirth 
of the county, that he firmly believed ih^y would 
never part with him ; but ^begged at the same time, 
that, if sentence must pass* it might be changed into * 
banishment, and that Spain (where bull-feasts are held 
In so much honour) might be the place of his trans- 
portation. 

The eloquence and gesture of piy four-footed vi- 
sitors had such an infiuence over me, that I was just 
going to answer them in the manner they could wish, 
when my own dog on a st^den jumped into my lap, 
and roused me from my dr^m. 
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Nec taimen tndtgnum si vohtt eura platendt, 

Vfim compioi kaheant uscvtia nostra Kim. OVID. 

Blame not the ImsUcb, i»tuoe modern times can show 
That ape of female foppery, callM a beau. 

TO MR. TOWN. 


SIR, 

As no one' lias a gn^atcr respect for the lair sex than 
myself, I was highly pleased with a letter inserted 
some time ago in your paper, ridicuiuig the detestable 
use of paint among tlu' lad it's. This practice is, in- 
deed, too general ; and for my part, when I meet a 
blooming fresh-coloured face in tiiwn, 1 no more take 
it for the real lace lieloiiging to the lady, tlian 1 ima* 
gino Queen Anne’s portrait delineated on a sign-post 
to be her majesty’s ileish and blood. 

But this fashion is not confined to ihe ladies. I am 
asluimcd to tell you, that we are indebted to Spanish 
Wool for many of our masculine ruddy complexions. 
A pretty fellow lackers his pale fa^e with as many 
varnishes tis a fine lady and it well known, that 
late hoars at the card-table. omusementM at Haddock’s, 
immoderate draughts of ( *ham})agne. nnd sleeping all 
night upon a bulk, will snip the most healthy coin* 
plexion of it\s ro*^es. Therefore, to repair (he loss, 
they are obliged to substitute the unwholesome dis- 
guise of art for tl\y native hue of a vigorous con- 
stitutioR. 

, I must leave il to you, Mr. Town, or your ingent* 
bstfus correspondent, lo enlatgo upon this autgeet; and 
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will only jn§t appeal to the ladiei* whedier a smooth 
fair face is a proper recommendation of a man to their 
favour ; and whether they do not look upon those ot 
the other sex as a contemptible sort of rivals, who 
aspire to be thought charming and pretty ? As many 
females are also conscious, that they themselves endea* 
vour to (;|ODceal by art the defects of nature, they are 
apt to suspect those of our sex, who are so very soli* 
citous to set off their persona : and, indeed, I fear it 
will be found upon examination, that moat of our 
pretty fellovis, who lay on carmine, are painting a 
rotten post. 

I am. Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 

W. Maxlt. 

Many of my readers wiU, 1 dare say, be hardly 
suaded, that this custom could have ever prevailed as 
a branch of male foppery : but it is too nolonous, that 
our fine gentlemen, lu many other instances besides the 
article oi paint, affect the softness and delicacy of the 
fair bt'X. The male beauty has his washes, plumes, 
and cosmetic's ; and takes as much pains to set a gloss 
on his complexion, as the footman in japanning his 
slioes. He has his dressing-room, and (which is still 
more ridiculous) his toilette too ; at which he sits as 
many hours repairing his battered coantenance as a* 
decayed toast dressing for a birth-night. I ‘had once 
an opportunity of taking a*sarvey of one of these male- 
Unlettes ; and, as such a curiosity may, perhaps, pnm 
jsntertaini^ to many of my readers, 1 shall here give 
a description of it 

Having occasion one nioming to wait on a very 
peetty fellow, 1 was desired by the valet de chambra 
to walk into the dressing-rooni, as his masier was not 
stirring. 1 was accordingly sl^wii into a neat (iciii 
daonW, hung mnd noth In^ pq^w, and ndonied 

VOL. XXZI. K 
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’with several little images of pagods ard bramins, and 
vesselg of Chelsea China, in which were set various 
coloured sprigs of artiiicial flowers. But the toilette 
most excited my admiration ; where I found every 
thing was intended to be agreeable to the Chinese 
taste. A looking-glass, enclosed in a whimsical frame 
of (]!hincse paling, stood upon a japan tqble. over 
which was spread a coverlid of the finest chintz. I 
could not but observe a number of boxes of dilfererit 
sizes, which were all of them japan, and lay regularly 
disposed on the table. 1 had the curiosity to examine 
the contents of several ; and in one 1 found lip-salve, 
in another a roll of pig-tail, and in another the ladies' 
*black slicking plaster : but the lust which 1 opened 
very much surprised me, as 1 saw nothing in it but a 
number of little pills. I likewise remarked, on one 
part of the table, a tooth-brush and sponge,* w ith a pot 
of Dclescot^s opiate ; and on tiie other side, water for 
the eyes. In the middle stood a bottle of Eau de Lucc^ 
and a roll of perfumed pomatum : almond-pastes, 
powdGr*pufrH, hair-combs, brushes, nippers, and the 
iike^ made up the rest of this fantastic equipage: but, 
among many other whimsies, 1 could not perceive for 
what use a very small ivory comb could be designed, 
till the volet informed me, that it was a comb for the 
eye-brows. 

It must be confessed, that there are some men of 
such a delicate make and silky constitution, that it is 
^ AO wonder, if gentlemen of^siich a lady-like generation 
have a natural tendency to the refinements and soft- 
nesses of females. These tender dear creatures ar^ 
generally bred up immediately under the wing of their 
mammas, and scarce fed with any thing less innocent 
than her milk. They are never permitted to study, 
Jbst it should hurt^their eyes, and make their hea^ 
che; nor suffered to use any exercises, like other 
oys, lest a fine hand should be spoiled by being used 
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too roughly. •While other lads ars flogged into the 
five declensions, and at length lashed through a whole 
school, these pretty masters are kept at home to itu* 
prove in whip-syllabubs, pastry and face-painting. 
In consequence of which, when other young fellows 
begin to appear like men, these dainty creatures come 
into the eWorld with all the accomplishments of a lady's 
woman. 

Bui if tlie common foibles of the female world are 
ridiculous even in these i>quivocal half-men, these 
neuter sometlungs between male and female,* hoW 
awkwardly must they sit upon the more robust and 
masculine part of mankind? What indeed can be 
more absurd than to scie a huge fellow with the make 
of a porter, and fit to mount the stage as a champion at 
Broughton's amphitheatre, sitting to varnish his broad 
face with paint and Benjamin-wash ? For my part, I 
never see a great looby aiming at r/e/icofesse, but he 
S(3etns as strange and uncouth a figure as Achilles in 
petticoats. This folly is also to be particularly con- 
demned, when it appears in the more solemn characters 
of lite, to which a gravity of appearance is cfttentiai ; 
and in which the least marks of foppery seem as im-’^ 
^proper, as a phy.sician would seem ridiculous pre- 
scribing in a. bag-wig, ora serjeant pleading at the 
King's Bench in his own hair instead of a night-tiap 
perritvig. As 1 think an instance or two of this kind 
would shew ibis folly in the most striking lighi^ I 
shall here subjoin two* characters, in whom as it is 
most improper, it will consequently appear most ridi- 
, culous. 

^ John Hardman is upwards of six feet high, and 
<*stout enough to beat two of the sturdiest chairmen, 
that ever came out of Ireland. •Nature, indeed, seekns 
» to have intended John himself «to carry a chair ; but 
fortune has enabled him to aj^ar in whaterer cha- 

K% 
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ractor he likes host, and he has lYie^ly disecvercd, 
that none will sit so easy on him as that of a pretty 
fellow. It 18 therefore his study tp new-mould his 
face anfl person : he throws his goggle eyes into leers, 
languishes, and ogles ; and endeavours to draw up his 
hideous mouth, which extends from one ear to the 
other, into a simper. His voice, which is naturally of 
a deeper base than an hurdy-gurdy, is in a manner set 
to a new tune; and his speech, which is very much 
tinctured with the broad dialect of a particular county, 
18 delivered W'ith so much nicety and gentleness, that 
every word is minced and clipped in order to appear 
aoH and delicate. When he walks he endeavours to 
move his unwieldy figure along in the peri trip, or 
easy shambling pace of our pretty follows: and he com- 
monly carries a thin jemmy stick in bis hand, which 
naturally reminds us of Hercules with a distaff. 

The Reverend Mr. Jes 8 amy« (who took orders, only 
because there was a good living in the family) is 
known among the ladies by the name of the beau- 
parson. He is, indeed, the most delicate creature 
imaginable ; and difi'ers so much from the generality 
of the clergy, that 1 believe the very sight of a plum- 
pudding would make him swoon. Out of his cano- 
nicals, hts constant dress is what they call parsonV 
blue lined with white, a black satin waisteoat, velvet 
breeches, and silk stockings : and his pumps are of 
dog-skin, made by Tull ; and it is said, that he bad a 
joint of one of his toes cut off, whose length being out 
of alt proportion prevented his having an handsome 
foot His very griatzle is scarce orthodox : for, , 
dmu^ it would tm open schism to wear a bag, yel'^ 
his wk has always a bag-front, and is properly crop|^ 
behina, that it may not eclipse the lustre of his dia- 
mond itodtf buckle. ;,He cannot bear the thoughla of 
being 8 ea<ei€k: or else he declares he would oertatitly 
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fro abroad, Tvh\;re he might again resume hts laced 
4 lothcM, and tippoar like a gonllcman m a bag-wig and 
swoid 
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J)f/rakere et pellem, ntiuius quii quuqut per o>a 
Cede el ^ ' 

HOR. 

Where all, their brautte^ to full view displ ly’d, 

May utidisguisM appear Jn Manqiiernde 


A MONO the many evotu divenionb, that have been 
tran'-plannd into thi> country, there in no one more 
cuit!\dttd, or which seems to have taken deeper 
root ronong us, than tliat modest and rational enter- 
tainirn rit the masquerade This, as well as the opero, 
IS origuially of Italian growth, and wah brought over 
hither b\ the cflebiaUxi UeideggtT , wfto on both 
accounts pibtly acquired among his own countrymen 
the honourable title of Hui^irUtfidant des Plumr9 


d^Anglelen e, 

1 have called*tbe masquerade a modest and rational 
entertainment. As to the first, no one can have the 
least scruple about its innocence, if he consideis,*that 
^ It IS always made a part oi the education of our polite 
femaieb ; and that the most virtuous woman is not 
ashamed to appear there. If it be objected, that a 
lady IS exposed to bear many indecencies from tbe 
men, (as the mask gives themdi privilege to say any 
thing, though ever so rude) it may be answered, that 
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evamf Rha goes disguised, the ^indignity is not 
pflered to her in her own proper person. Besides, 
according to Dryden, 

She rtninoi blush, because they cannot see. 

As to the rationality of this entertainmenu every one 
will agree with me, that these midnight orgies are full 
as rational as sitting up all night at the card-table. 
Nor IS it more strange, tW five or six hundred people 
should meet together in disguises purposely to conceal 
themselves, than that the same numbei should assem- 
ble at a rout, where most of the company are wholly 
unacquainted with each other. 

But we can never enough admire the wit and hu- 
mour of these meetings ; which greatly consists m 
exhibiting the most fantastic appearanops, that the 
moat whimsical imagination can po<^aibly devibe. A 
eoiitmoo person may oe content with appearing as a 
Chinese, a Turk, or a Friar; but the true genius will 
ransack earth, air, and seas, reconcile contradict tons, 
and call in things inanimate, as well as animate, to his 
asskitance; and the more extravagant and out of na- 
ture his dress can be contrived, the higher is the joke. 
1 remember one gentleman above six foot high, wiio 
caipe to the maaqueeade drest like a child in a white 
fro^ and leading stnags, attended by another gentle- 
man of a very low stature, who ofiiciated as his nune. 
The same witty spark took it into hik head at another 
time to pemonate Fame, was stuck ail over with 
peeSocFs bathers fay way of eyes : but when he came 
la bsten on Us wings, they were spread to so enennous^ 
nbngth, that no coach or dbair was spacious enough 
twatimic hua ; so that he was forced to be convey^ 
ale^ the etraeti on a dmirmafi’s horse, emmtd with 
u bhdtibst Aaot^ gentleman, of no less humour, 
irary latteh surprised the company by carryiiig a 
) tintshed house about him i which was so contrived. 
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that no pait pf him could be eeeu, meeept bis 
which w» looking out ot the casement : but this joke 
had hke to have cost him dear, as another wag was 
going to set fire to the building, because he found, by 
the leaden policy affixed to the front, that the U*ncniieiit 
was insured In n word, doga, monkeys, ostnelu^, 
and all kinds of monsters, are as (^nemiy to be met 
with at the inasquemde, as in the Covent^hirdeii 
pantomimes: and 1 ones saw with great delight a 
gentleman (who personated one of BajresV recnuits) 
prance a nuniiet on his hobby-horse, with a dancing 
hear for his partner. 

1 have said before, that the masquaradek offoraigii 
extracuoa, and imported to us from abroad. Bat as 
the English, though slow at invention, are rsmadbibie 
for impioving on what has already bm mvaitted, n 
is no wonder (hat we should attempt to heijgbten the 
gusto of this entertainmetit, and even carry it beyond 
licence of a foreign carnival. There Is somothiiig 
too insipid in our fine genilemen stalking about tn 
dominos ; and it is rather cruel to edtpae the pretty 
faces of our fine ladies with hideous masks ; for whudl 
reasons it has been judged requisite to oontnve a 
masquerade uppn a new pka, and in an entire naiv 
^taste. We all remember, when (a few years ago) a 
cefebrated lady endeavoured to inti^uce a new species 
of masquerade among ua, by lopping off the exufamnoa 
of drees ; and' she herself first set the example, by 
etri|q»ing to the character of Iphigenia uaikest for ^ 
saenfioe. 1 must own it is a matter of some surprise 
to me, (considering thepropensity of our modern ladies 
to get rid of their clotM,} that other Iphigsnias did 
not immediately start up, and that nuns and vestikl 
should be att£feited ever after to be seen among ttej 
masks. But thb project, n set ms, was not then sn^ 
fietently npe for execution, as a osrtam awbMiA’ 
thing, called bashfulness, had not ynt faien bi Wft jNl ^ 

5 
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from the female world : and to the prijfi^nt enlightened 
■ times was reserved the honour of inlrotlucing (liow- 
over coniradiftory lh« term may seem) a naked mas- 
qncTftfh*. 

What the above-mentioned lady had the hardiness 
to attempt alone, will (I am assured) be set on loot 
by our persons of fashion, as soon as the hot days 
come in. llanelagh is the place pitched upon tor their 
ineeiing ; where it is proposed to have a masquerade 
Al Fir.aca. and the whole company arc to display all 
their charms in puris natuvalihus. The pantheon ot 
the Heathen Gods, Ovid’s Metamorphoses, and 'I'i- 
tian’s prints, will supply them \vith a sufficient variety 
of undrest characters. One set of ladies, 1 am told, 
intend to personate watejr-nymphs bathing in the ca- 
nal : three sisters, celebrated tor their charms, design 
to appear logetbcT as the thrw Graces : and a wrtain 
iady of quality, who most resembles the goddess of 
beauty, is now practising, from a model ol the noted 
statue of Vnim de Medicis, the most striking nttitudo 
for that character. As to the gimtlemen, they may 
jno^r of them represent very suitably tlic half-brutal 
forms of v?aryrs. Pans, Fauns, and (Vntaurp: our 
beaux may as.<ume the semblance of the beardlei»s 
Apollo, or <whicli would be more natural) may ad- 
mire thtunsolves in the person of Narcissus ; and i>ur 
buck.s ni gilt act quite in character, running about 
‘ etark-naked wdih their mistres.*«es, and* committing the 
maddest freaks, hku die priests and priestesses of 
£ac ehus celebrating the Bacchanalian mysteries. 

if this scheme for a naked nui-squerado should meet ^ 
with encouragement, (as there is no doubt but it must) 
it ifi proposM;?d ti» improve it still further. Persons of 
, fashion cannot but lament, that there are no diversions 
; allotA to Suivlay, fxcept the card-table, and they 
oan never enough regret, that the Sunday evening lea- 
drinkings at Ibmelagh were laid aside;i from a super- 
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stitious regard 40 religion. They, therefore, intend 
to have a particular sort of masquerade on that day ; 
in which they may shew their taste by ridiculing all 
the old women's tales contained in that idle book of 
fables the Bible, while the vulgar are devoutly attend* 
ing to them at church. This, indeed, is not without 
a paralleL’ we have had an instance already of an 
Eve : and by borrowing the serpent in Orpheus and 
Eurydice, we might have the whole story ol the Fall 
of Man exhibited in masquerade. 

It must, indeed, be acknowitKlged, that this project 
has already taken place among the lowest of the peo- 
ple, who seem to have been the first contrivers of -a 
naked masquerade : and last summer I n»inember an 
article in the news-papers, that ‘ several (wrsona of 
both sexes were aMseinblod naked at Pimlico, and being 
earned before a magistrate wore sent to Brideivell/ 
This, indeed, is too refined a pleasure to be allowed 
the vulgar, and every body wdll agrt?e wnth me, that 
the 5!ame act, which at the (3recii Lamps or Pimlico 
ap^iears low and criminal, may be extremely polite 
ETid commendable in the Haymaiket or at Uanelagh. 
W 
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O mttaten'eSf servum peeus — 

UOR. 

Dull imifatorA ‘ Iil4«» ihr sprvile hark, 

Still slowly plodding in ihe bcatrii track. 

TO MR. TOWN. 

SIR, 

Bayrs in the Rehearsal frequently hoasts it ns hi.s 
chief excellouce, that he treads on no man’s hin'ls, that 
ho scorns to follow the steps of others ; and w hen he is 
asked the reason of insertinir any absurdity in iiis play, 
he answers, because it is new. The poets of the pre- 
sent time run into the contrary error : they are so 
far from endeavouring to elevate and surprise by any 
thing original, that their whole business is imitation ; 
and they jingle their bells in the same road with those 
that went before them, with all the dull exactness of a 
packhorse. 

'riie generality of our writers wait till a new walk 
is pointed out to them by some leading genius ; wdien 
it immediately Womes so hackneyed and beaten, that 
«n author o( credit is almost ashamed to appear in it 
among such bad company. No sooner does one man 
ofpari^ .*«iiccoed in any particular mode of writing, but 
he i** followed by a thousand dunces. A good elegyt 
makes the little scribblers direct their whole bent to 
subjects of grief ; and, for a W'holo w’inter, the pre.vs 
groans with melaucholy. One novel of reputation fills 
all the garrets of Grub-street with whole reams of 
histories and adventures, where volume is spun out 
after volume, without the least wit, humour, or in- 
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cidcot. In a wojjfi* Bayes obviated all objections to 
Ins nonsense by saying it was new, if a inotlern writer 
wjis asked why he chose any particular manner of 
writing, he might reply, because it is the fashion. 

'rnie goniu." will not give into such idle extravagant 
flights of imagination as Bayes’s; it will not turn fune- 
rals intd baruiueu, or introduce armies in disguise ; but 
still it will not coniine itself to the narrow track of 
imitation. I cannot help thinking, that it is more ow'- 
ing to tins servile spirit in the authors of the present 
times, than to their want of abilities, that we cannot 
now boast a set of eminent writers : and it is worthy 
observation, that whenever any ago has been distin- 
guished by a grtjat number of excellent authors, they 
have most of them cultivated dilferont brandies of 
poetry from each other. Thi'« was the case in the age of 
Augustus, as appears from tJio works of Virgil, Horace* 
Ovid, See . : and, to come down as late as possible* this 
IS evident from our last famous set of authors, who 
flourished in the beginning of this century. We ad- 
mire Swift, Pope, Gay, Bolingbroko, Addison, ^ce., but 
we admire cadi for his particular beauties, separate and 
distingui.shed from the rest. 

These loose thouglits were thrown together merely 
to introduce the following little poem, which I think 
deserves the attention of the pulilic. h was written 
by a very ingenious gentleman, ns a letter to a Inend, 
who was about publish a volume of ini.scdlanies; 
and contains all that original spirit, which it so ele- 
gantly recommends. 


Since now, all scruples cast awayj 
Your works are rising iiitai|day, 
Forgive, though 1 presume to send 
This honest counsel of a friend* 
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Let not your verse, as v^rse now goes. 

Be a strange kind of measnrM prose; 

Nor let your prose, which sure is worse. 
Want nought but measure to be verse. 
Write from your own imagination. 

Nor curb your muse by iiuitatioti : 

For copies show, howe’er exprest, 

A barren genius at the liest, 

Btit, imitation’s all the mode,—— " 

Yet, where one hits, ten miss the road. 

The mimic bard with pleasure sees 
Mat. frier’s unaffected ease : 

Assumes his style, a fleets a story, ^ 

Sets every circumstance before ye, 

The day, the hour, the name, the dwelling, 
And mars a curious tale in telling : 
Observes how easy Ptior flows, 

Then runs his numbers down to prose. 

Others have sought the filthy stews 
To 6nd a dirty slip-shod Muse. 

Their groping genius, while it rakes 
The bogs, the common sew’rs, and jakos. 
Ordure and filth in rhyme exposes, 
Disgustful to our eyes and noses : 

With many a dash that must offend 

And much »♦••**.* 

« « « « « Hiatus non d^flendtis, 

O Swift ! how wouldst thou blush to see, 
Such are the bards who copy thee '? 

ITiis Milton for his plan will choose ; 
Wherein re.serobling Milton’s Muse? 
Milton like thunder rolls along 
Id all the of song ; 

Wliile his low mimics meanly cree^ 

Not quite awake^ aor quita^aaleep: 
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Or. if rheir^thunder chance to rmll, 

’Tifi* thunder of die tnut^tard bowl. 

The stiff expres^on, phrases strange^ 

The epithet^s preposterous change. 

Forc'd num))ers, rough and unpoiite. 

Such as the judging ear affright, 

Stop lu mid verse. Ve mitnics vile ! 
ls'( thus ye copy Mihoirs style ? 

faults rciigiourfiy ye trace, 

But hori'(>w not a single grace. 

How few, say whence can it proceed '( 

Who copy Milton, eW succeed. 

But ail tluur labours are in vain ; 

Au<l where! ore so ( 'I'he reaaon^B plain. 

Take if for granted, his by those 
Milton's the model mostly chose. 

Who cuin't wTiie verse, and won’t write prose, 

Others, who aim at fancy, choose 
To woo the gen fie Spender’s Muse, 

This pH»i fixes for his theme 
On nlltgory, or a dream: 

Fiction and IVuth together joins 
Through a long waste of flimsy lines; 

• Fondly believes hts fancy glows, 

And imago upon image grows ; 

Thinks his strong muse lakes wond’rotte flights, 
Whene’er she sings of peerless wights, 

Of dens, of palfreys, spells and knights ; 

Till allegory, Spenser’s veil 
T’ instruct and pleast' in moral tale. 

With hiin’s no veil the truth to shroud, 

But one impenetrable cloud. 

Others, more daring, fix their hope 
, On rivalling the fame of Po|fs, 

Satire’s the word, against the times. 

These catch the cadence of his rhynMi, 

VOL. XXXI. L 
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And l>orne from narth bv Pope's strong wings. 
Their muse aspires, and bdldly flings 
Her dirt up m the face of kings. 

In these the spleen of Pope we And , 

But where the greatness oi his mind 1 
His numbers are their whole pretence. 

Mere strangers to his manly sense 
Some few, the fav’nte*! of the Muw, 

Whom with her kindest eye she views , 

Round whom Apollo’s brightest rays 
Shme forth with tindiminish’d blase , 

Some few, my fnend, have sweetly trod 
In Imitation’s dangerous road 
Long as Tobacco’s mild perfume 
ShaiT scent each happy curate's room, 

OR as m elbow-chair ho smokei.. 

And quaffs his ale and cracks his jokc4« 

So long, O Brown*, shall last thy praise. 
Crowed with Tobsjcco-Leal for bays , 

And whosoe'er t^ verse shall see. 

Shall fill another Pipe to thee 

SF ttaae Hawkins Brows, Esq. author of a Piece called the 
Pipe of Tobacco, a most excellent mutation of tnc different 
suthofs. 
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— Kuuc ti compute et 
Letutque tuk noetem 
CimpuiU& rep§t^ur kor& 

HOA 


Now \ enaa in VnuxbftH her altar rears, 

While hdalUs drown the muslo of the spheres , 

Now girls hum out their loves to ev^y tm, 

* Younc Jockey is the lad, the lad tor me.* 

Tnr various ^teaaona of the year produce not e 
greater alteration in the face of nature, thmi in the 
polite manner of passing our time The divemons of 
t\ inter and summer are as different it the dog*days 
and thcHe at Christmas ; nor do I know any gent^ 
amusement except gaming, that prevails during the 
V, hole year As the long days are now coming on, 
ttie theatrical gentry, who contnbate to dissipate the 
gloom of our winter evenings, begin to divitfe them* 
oeUes into strolling companips, and are peckiilg up 
their tragedy wardrobes, together with a sumient 
quantity of thunder and lightning, for the delight and 
amazement of the country In the meantime, the 
several public gardens near this metropolis are tnin* 
ming their trees, levelhng their walkn, and burnishing 
their lamps, for our reception At Vauxhall the am* 
hcial rums are repaired , the cascade is made to spout 
* with several additional streams of block-tm , and they 
have touched up all the pictures, which were damaged 
last season by the fiqgenng of those cunous ConnoiS* 
seurs, who could not be sat^hed without feebng 
whether the figures were alive The magazine $X 
Cupefs, I am told, is furnished with an extraordinary 
eft 
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•apply of gtitipowdfr to be tshot off m nquibs and sky- 
rocl^eta, or v hined ai«?ay m blazing; ^unsi and ('athenne 
whi*eU; and it is not to be doubted, in ot a war, 
but that Neptune and all hi« Tntoiih unti as*.ist the 
Bnrish nav^ ; and .is we beiore rook Pono- Hello and 
C'ajHr^Bttton, we shall gain new vicione^s ov<r the 
FriMji h lin t every ni«;ht, upon that eanal 

iiappy aie thu\, who can muster up butficient, at 
least to him iickeui at the dooi, onteoi twice m a 
eeason ! North it thi*sr* pleasure&t aiecunfnud to the 
rich and the fjreat only* lor ihe lowei son «i people 
have their lianeWghs and their Vauxhali.s aa well as 
the quality PerrotN iiumitahle groi»o may oc neen 
lor only calling loi a pot ot hter, and tt»e lojnl di- 
version of duck-lmnting mat Iw hod into the bargain, 
together with a dt^nntef ot ilouliestei, h»i )(«ur si\- 
|iemv at JeniljN WLim K\iiy skiitle-«Uv halt a 
iniie out of town is embellished with green tirhours 
And shady reti eats, where the coinpaiu is gcmially 
eutartaui^ with tim melodious siiuping vt a blind 
fiddler. And who can resiM the iiKcious lennptanon 
of A hne juicy ham, or a delicious buiioik ot b<^ef 
etuffi'd with pansley, accompanied with a lonming de- 
canter of sparkling holke-hrewed, which is so in- 
vuingly painted at the entrance ot almost «#very vil- 
lage nle-houixe? 

Our nofthorn climate will not, indeed, allow us to 
itidulgo ourtkjlvea in all those pleasures ^ garden, 
wh eh are so feelingly described by our poet^. We 
date not lay ourselves on the damp grourul in shady 

K ives, or by the purling ntwam; but aie obliged to 
ttly our insidan against the cold by good substantial 
eatbi^ and dunking For this reason the evtieine 
eemnnm of the provieiona at om- public gardein has 
been grievously com^damed oi by those gentry, to 
whom a aupper at thcsiejplaceH is as fi4>cessary a part of 
fi||[ potertaintnenb as the Mngmg or the hre-vvo k&. 
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Poor Mr. Johiwsees, with ao heavy heart, the profits 
of a whole week^a card-money devoured in tarts and 
cheebecakes by Mrs. Housekeeper, or Mrs. Lady’s Own 
Woman; and the substantial cit, who comes from be- 
hind the counter two or three evenings in the summer, 
can never enough regret the thin w|icr-hke slices of 
beef and that taste ol nothing but the knife. 

1 was greatly diverted last Saturday evening at 
Vauxhali, uith the shrewd remarks made on this very 
head by an honest citizen, whose wiie and two daugh- 
ters had, 1 toundt prevailed on him to carry them to 
the garden. As I thought there was something curi- 
ous in their behaviour, 1 went into the next box to 
them, where I had an opportunity of seeing and over- 
hearing every thing that past. 

After some talk, — * Come, come,’ said the old 
don, * It IS high time, I think, to go to supper.’ 7*0 
this the ladies leadily assented ; and one of the misses 
said, * Do let us have a chick, papa.’ * Zounds !’ 
snid the father, * they aie half-a-crown a-ptece, and 
no bigger than a sparrow.’ Here the old lady took 
him up — ‘ You are so sting), Mr, Hose, there is no 
iHMnng you When one is out upon pleasure, I love 
to appear like somebody : and what si^ifies a iew 
^hillmgs once and away, when a body is about iti’ 
'I'his leproof so eiTectaally silenced the old gentleman, 
that the youngest miss had the courage to put in a 
w ord for some ham likewise ; accordingly tne waita^ 
was called, and dispatched by the old lady with an 
order ior a chicken and a plate ol bam. When it was 
^ brought, our honest cit twirled the dish about three 
*or four times, and surveyed it with a very settled 
countenance, tlien taking up the slice of ham, and 
dangling it to and fro on the end of his foric, asked 
the waitor how much there was of it. ^ A sh^ 
ling’s worth, Sir,* said the fellow.—* Prithee/ laid 
1 . 3 
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tbc don, * liow much dobt rhmk treighs ? —An 
ounce ! - \ I'Unco ! that is sixteen “hillings 

|ier pound ! A reanonable piottl trul v ! — Let me *»ee — 
suppose now the whtde ham weighs thirty [K>undi?* — 
at a shilling per ounce, that is, «4ix(i*pn shillings per 
pound, why your muster makes exactly twenty -four 
pounds of every ham; and it be buys ibf^'H a* the bc'-t 
hand, and salts thorn and cijr€>8 tliom himsolf, they 
don't stand him ui ten bhillmgs a-pie<*e.’ 'riie old 
lady bride him hold h»s uoiisi'nse, d< dared hersrlf 
ashamed for him, and askinl him n people must not 
hve: then taking a coloured Landkei<hief fiom her 
own neck, she tiu*ked il into his slnrt-ioUar, (whence 
it hung like A bib> and holptd him to a hg ol the 
chicken. Tlie old genthman «t every hit he put into 
hia mouth, amused himself with s, tying, — ' There 
goea two-|wnee — tin lo goc s thiee-pencc*— -theie gcu‘s i 
groat,— Zounds, a man at lhc'*s(‘ places shun Id not 
have a syvallow wuU* as a tom-tit.’ 

Thw scanty lepa^t, we may iiimgim*, wa^ soon dis- 
patched ; and it wab witli much dilhculty our titi/en 
Was prevailed ou lo sulfera pUte of l)is*f to lie ordered. 
This lo<» was no loss admired, and underwent the 
same comments with the ham : at length, when only 
a very smaU bit wab loft, as they «ay, for manners m 
thedfslL, our dt»n took a puve of an old newH|wper 
out of hw pocket, and giavely wrapping up the meat 
in It, plaa^l It cm el ally in hw letter-case. * I’ll 
keep thee as a eunoMty to my dym^^ day • and Til 
‘tabew thi^ to my neigldxiur Florsvinan, and ask finn if 
he can make as much of his sU ik*-.' 'rhtn mhbmg 
‘hie hands, and shrugging up his ,houlderb — ‘ >Vhy 
aow»* says he, ^ to-morrow night I may eat as much 
cold beef as 1 can siulf in any f<«\ern in London, and 
pay nothing for it ^ * A dish of tarts, cheesecakes, and 
.ftistaids next made their appearance at the ret^uest 
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oi the young ladies, \^ho paid no son oFrrgaid to the 
father's rernousTroncc, * tliat thc^ wore four tunes as 
dear <ib al^the pa-*<ry-cook'a.' 

8uppoi being eiidedt madam put her sjiouse m muul 
to caU for w me, — * We must some wine, my 
dear,t)r we slwll not be looked upou, you know.* 

* W»il, well,* '-ays the don, ‘that’s right enough. 
But do sell ihoir liquor too by tha Ounce — ■» 
H<r< drauci, what wme have you got*^ Th« 
fillow, who by ihin time began to smoke his gqe8fs> 
•mswereii ‘ \V u lia\ e ext t edim^ good Fi cm h wme of 
all sorts, and (ilease your honour 'W ould your honour 
ha\e a l)otth (»i ('hHinpagm, or Burgundy, or C’larut, 
or No, no, none of your wish) -washy outiondiab 

rot gut for mo ’ mterriipted the cituen. A 

tankard of the 41dtrmaii biats all the red claret wme 
in (he French kings <<llar- Hut (oiiie, bring us a 
bottle of Mouud old Fort and, d’)i hear^ Jot it be 
good ’ 

While the waiter was gone, the good man roost 
sadly UnnMitid, that lie (oulci not ha\e his pipes 
whnh tilt wile would by no itkmim allow, ‘ be<auser 
she 'tdid, ‘It W£Ls ungenfei«l to smoke, wliere any 
ladies were in company ’ When the wme cai»«,j^r 
vitizen gravely took up the bottle, and hoMing it 
above hw head, ‘ Ay, ay,’ biid lie, ‘ the botion^ , 
has had a good kick — Aud mind liow confoundedly 
It Is pinched on the sides, - Not above five gills, I* ^ 
wairant An old soldier ai tiu JtrusaUmi would lieai « 
two ot them, — But let usVsc how it is brewed’ He 
thui pourtd out a glass , and atur holding it up be* 
lore iho landlc, siudhug to it, sipping it twice or 
thrice, and smacking with Ins hps, diank it ofi but 
declaiaig that second thought" were best, he filled 
another bumper, and tosi»ing. that ofi, after Fonm 
pause, wnh a very iinportaxit an, ventured to pro* 
nouocc It drinkable, Ine ladic% having albo drank a 
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rounds affirmed it was very and felt warm 
m the stomach ; and ev^ the old gentleman relaxed 
into such good humour by the time the bottle was 
emptied, that out of his own free will and motion he 
most generously called for another pint, but charged 
the waiter * to piek out an honest one.* 

While the gim was thus circulating, the family 
amused themselves by making obserratfdi^ on the 
garden. The citiaen express^ his wonder at the 
number of lamps, and said it must cost a great deal of 
money every night to light them all : the eldest miss 
declared, that tor her part she liked the dark walk 
best t>f all, because it was $olerUary: little miss 
-thought the last song mighty pretty, and said she 
would buy it, if she could but carry home the tune : 
nnd the old lady observed, that there was a great deal 
of good company Indeed ; but the gentlemen were so 
rude, that tliey perfectly put her out of countenance 
by staring at her through their spy-glasses. In a 
s, word, the tarts, the cheesecakes, the beef, the chicken, 
the ounce of ham, and every thing, seemed to have 
been quite forgot, till the dtsmal moment approaclied, 
that the reckoning was called for. As ibis solemn 
bu^ess concerns only the gentlemen, the ladies kept 
« i^'^^und silence ; and when the terrible account was* 
. brought, they left the pay-master undisturbed, to en- 
. joy w misery by himself: only the old lady had the 
bardiness to squint at the sum total, and declared * it 
^ W/m pretty reasonable considering.’ 
r OurcitiEen bore his misfortunes with a tolerable 
of patience. He shoqk his head as he run over 
umy article, and swore he would never buy meat by 
ouace again. At length, .when he had carefully 
^ aunim^ up every figure, be bade tlie drawer bring 
change ibf six-peimc^ then pulli^ out a leathein 
pufss from a am^pocketin the inside of his waistcoat, 
w drew out sfovriy, piece by piece, thirteen shillings ; 
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%\)urh he reguliyly plar^ m two rows upon the tsble^ 
VV hen the change was Inrought, aiter countmg it veiy 
iarMu]i>. he laid dovin tour }iail<*peuee in the sam^ 
c\.ici order: then catling the waiter, — ‘ There*^ 
{»Li\s he, ' there & year daroafo-^thiiteeo and ti%u- 

]vi,ce Anil iicarky^, tbems tlireo* pence ovei for 

>ourseU ’ ^ The roinaunng penny he put into hn luat* 
pocket , fcVut chinking it — ‘ This,’ says he, ‘ will 
5 ^r^( me to-moirow lo buy a paper ol tobacco ' 

Ttic I nuii) now prepart'd themselves for going > and 
as ihoie weit« stune slight dio^M ot rain, madam but* 
tonisl up the old gontlrniiuS coat, that he might not 
spoil his larcd waisUuat ; and made him ilap hts hat^ 
over uhuh six tied his pocket handkeichiol to save 
his wig and as the coat itsell (she said) had never 
been worn but three Sundays, she even parted with 
het owncardmal, and spread it the wrong side out 
ouM Ills shouldets 111 these acc oulretnenis he «»allied 
tenth, urompmu»d by his wile wUh her upper jwtu* 
coat thtovvo over her head, and his daughters with the 
skirts of their gowns tumisl up, and their heads 
niiidlf^l up in coloured luuidkerchicts. J followed 
them quite out ot the garden : and an they wt*tewal^> 
mg tor their hack to draw up, the youngest miiS 
Inked, * W ben shall we coxae again, papa V ^ Conner 
again t (^aid he) ** What a fiox, wtmldyounuo met 
Oiue in ones iijf ts enough, and I think I have done 
vei> baudvorne* Why it would not ImvcM^ostmo* 
ab()\c four-piMice hall-^ienny to have »pi>tit my evening 
at Sot’s Hole : and what with the cursed coach-hin*, 
^anii all togetlier, here’s nlinost a pound gone, and no- 
rthing to show tor It ’ — Fie, Mr, Hose> I am quite 
ashaixud for you,' replies tl^ old lady. * You are 
always grudging me and your girls the least bit of 

E ieasure and you cannot hel]||gruinbiuig, xlwedo 
lit go to Little Hornsey to drink tea» i am surv 
now they are women grown up, they ought to see a 
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little of the world and they shall.’ The old don 
WM not willing to pursue the argument any further ; 
Uid the coaeh coming up, he was glad to put an end 
to the dispute by saying,—^* Come, coin^, let us mahe 
haete, wife ; or we shall not get home time enough to 
have my best wig combed out again , and to-morrow, 
you know, is Sunday.’ 

W. 
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nt t^iro mtUa pu^lta choro, 

TIBITLL 

Behold A tram of female aits aapire, 

With sieD to mingle in the Muse»* quire. 

Iw a visit which I paid the other day to a lady of 

E sat sense and taste, I was agreeably surpn<ied by 
ving two little volumes put into my hands, which 
have been lately published under the title ol ** Poems 
by Eminent Ladies.’ Those volumes are, indeed, 
(as the author of the preface has remarked) ^ the 
most solid coenpUment, that can possibly be paid to 
the fair sex,’ 1 never imagined, ^hat our nation 
CM)uld boast so many cvcellent poetesses, (whose works 
are an honour to their country,) aa were liere collec*ted 
^together ; and it is with the highest satisfaction 1 can 
bare my female readers m particular, that t have 
Bjnnd a great number of very elegant pieces among 
^ba comnosittons of these ladies, which cannot be 
sarpassaa (I had alntost said, equalled) by the most 
, odebrated of our maile-wnters. 

The pleasure, which I received from reading these 
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poems, made etich an impression on my mind, that at | 
night, as soon as I fell asleep, my fancy presented to 
me the following dream. I was' transported, I know 
not how, to the regions of Parnassus ; and found my- 
self in the court of Apollo, sunounded by a great 
number of our most eminent poets. A cause of the 
utmost importance was then depending ; and the de- 
bate wa'jJ whether the English ladies, who had dis- 
tinguished themselves in poetry, should be allowed 
to hold the same rank, and have the same honours 
paid them, with the mem As the modems were not 
permitted to plead m their own suit, Juvenal was re» 
taiiKHl on the side of the male poets, and Sappho un- 
dertook the defence of the other sex. The Roman 
satirist, in his spoecli at the bar, inveighed Utterly 
against women m general, and particularly exclaimed 
against their dabbling in literature : but when Sappho 
<'ame to set forth the pretensions which the ladiee 
justly had to poetry, and especially in Idve alBBiirSf 
Apollo could no longer resist the iinportunity of the 
miiHss in favour of their own sex. He therefore de- 
creed that all those females, who thought tbemseivea 
able to manage Pegasus, should immraately show 
,iheir skill and dexterity m riding him. 

Pegasus was accordingly brought out of the stablCf 
and the Muses furnished him with a side-saddle. All 
the ladies who had courage enough to venture on his 
back, were prepared to mount ; but as a great dispute 
arose among some of the competitors about precedency, 
(each of them claiming a right to ride first,) it was at 
• length agreed, that they should get into the saddle 
according to seniority, 

Ujpon this a lady advanced ; who, though she had 
something rather extravagant her air and dqmrt- 
ment, yet she had a noble presgbee, that commanded 
at once awe and admiration. She was dressed m an 
old-fashioned habit, very fantastic, and trimmed with 
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bugles and potntH , such as was wnrfi in the lime oi 
Xing ( *harlc- the First This Udj I wa*? tiilormcd, 
was the Duchesji of N<n\( imIc When she came tn 
mount, she ^niog into the saddic unli suq/rising 
agihty ; and giiring an entire loom* to tht r«nis Pe- 
gasus directly set up a gallop, and laii away with her 
quite nut of sight ICowever, it wai» acKiiowlet^gcd, 
that she kept a llrm seat, even whmi th< hoim* went at 
lus deepest rate, and that she wanted utxthing but tu 
nde with a t^urb-bndle Vi hen she cdme to disinoimi, 
Shaksp«*ar6 and Milton very kitullv offirtsl their hand 
to help her down, which sheaccejUtsJ. Tlum Futeqit 
caaio up to her with a smile, ami bei; jjisl her lo rept^at 
Ibose beautiful lines against miUnchoi), whuh fshe 
aatd) were so ettremely picturt ique 'Fiit LKHh(*iiSt 
With a mo^ pleasing air, triimfHhatoU began- 

♦ Pull meUpcholy ■ - ■■ ■ 

SheUlj|uke start at «%’rv you hear. 

And VJiions «trfta;ire shaU t < yot.i m^s ippeur. 

Her voice <» low, and goes an h<»llow touitd , 

$b« hatea the Ugtu, ami i» ni d irkitiss f amd , 

Or Hita by blmkitiK lamps, or tap< n sm ill, 

Whuh vanouv shadows mak* n^dinst thr ualK 
f)he loT€s fiopicht else, but nots4 which dim oril makes , 

As croaking flrogt, wImisc dwOlinfc is m lakes , 

'fhe raven hearse, the mandrake N hollow ^roao, 

And shriekiBf owls, that Ay j' th* nii(ht alum , 

The loUmg l>eU, which for the deid rin*'* out , 

A miU, where rushing walcrv inn atmut. 

She loves tio walk in the 'ftill moon shine night, 

Amf in a thick dark irroveabe ukes d« bs:hi , 

In hollow caves, thatch’d bourns, ami low ceils, 

She loves to live, and there aluuc site dwctlv 
There leave her t« hcr^ell alone to dw«U, 

While you and 1 lo mirth and plrasure saelU 

AH tbe while that these Hoes were repealing. Milton 
•eemed very much chfoined , and it wan whispered 
by Booie, that he vi as obliged (or many of the thoughts 

* Poeaw by Enmeot Ladiea, Voh f J. page S^iO« 
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in hi^ L^AU(^ro«ttnd ll P**n'^rDbO to this Indy's ♦ Dki^ 
ioipu* tietv^eon Mirth and Mt^nniholy 

'I’hv feU*bidtpd Onndd, Mis Kattu^nne Philips 
nr\t plactd in the saddle, aimd tlio shouts and a)>|>iuuse«i 
o( the Liords Rose oimnon and OrnTy* Cow ie) , and 
otbei itinuHH wits of htr fine Her dress was simple, 
thoufrii id a vtM) eUfi;ttnt make : U had uo profuse oi- 
nameiu-, and approiu lu*d veiy nearly to (heeut and 
i isliiou o( the pr4<tscut age Though Kue uwi veiituredl 
hey Olid a canter oi a Kand^gultop, she made. PegSKUS 
do his pact*** with »o much ease and exactness, that 
M ftller himsell owned he could never bring him under 
so niuih command. Attci her Mra. Kdhgrew, assitsUHi 
by Dry den, and several other ladioh oi that age UM>k 
dieir iiims to ride: and every one agieed, tbid 
(making some allowance ior tltisr sex) tliey could not 
be excelled b> the most ex})eneiKx^d riders among iha 
men 

A bold maHuhni* hguic now pu^'^hed forward m a 
thin, airv, gay tmbiuwhiih huagso loose about her, lltat 
•he appoareii to be hall utidre:»Ki^ When sho came up 
to Pegasus, she cUpjird her hand upon the side saddle^ 
atid with A spring haped across it, saying ^he sliould 
jaever ride bun but aatnde. She made* the poor beast 
frisk and caper, and curvet, and playa ihouHaodtricka. 
while she herself was quite imoonoeroed, though ahe 
•bewixl her Icc^ at every motion of the horse, and 
many of the Muses turned their heads ai»)de bhisliing.’ 
Tbaha, indeed, was a good deal pleased with her 
frolu and Krato declared, that next to her favourite 
• Sappho hbe should always prc4er this lady Upon 
inquiring her narne^ 1 found her to be the Iree-spinteU 
Mrs, Behu. When she was todJ««wunl, liord Ro* 


♦ Po«m^ bv EtnineAl Ladies. Vol. II. page W. 

N. H T b» it i& tuppcibc d, «rrutc befoie Miltoa, 
VOL. \xxr. W 
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4^e8ter came up, and caught her in hia arms ; and 
tv^peating part of her* Ode to Desire, 

t 

« myrtle bower 
lie led her Dothiiig loth.*-«- 

MII/rON. 

1 had now die pleasure to see many UdieM of our 
own times, whose nomes I was very well 
with, advance towards Pegasus, .^ong the rest 1 
could not but wonder at the asionthliiiig dexterity, 
with which the aduured Mrs. Leapor of Brack )ey 
. guided the home, though she had not the least asMsi- 
an^from any body. Mrs. Barber ot Ireland was 
Widited in getting ajion the saddle by Swift himself, 
;who even coiidescendod to bold the stirrup while she 
mounted. Under the Dean's direction she made the 
horse to pace and amblu sery prettily : notwithmand- 
ing which some declared that she was not equal to hi r 
friend and country-woman Mrs. Grierson. 

Another lady, a native of the same kingdom, then 
briridy stepped up to Pegasus, and despising the weak 
elbrts of her husband to prevent her, she boldly 
jumped mlo the saddle, and whipping and cutting rode 
nway furiously heltor skelter over liedge and ditch, and 
trampled on every body who came in her road. She 
took particular delight m driving the poor hor^e, wlio 
kicked and wind'd all the while, into the mo**! filthy 
places; where she made him iiing about the dirt and 
finite, with wbicli she liespattered almost every one that 
came near her. Sometimes, however, she would put a 
•top to this mad career ; and then she plainly convinced 
m, that^e knew aa well how to manage Pegasus as 
nny of iPm females, who had tried bi^fore her. Being 
told that this lady no other than the oelebrau*d 
■ioirrapher of her own actions Mrs. Ptlkingion, I had 

* Poems by Eaioeat Ladie,. Vol. I, Page 167. 
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the cunobity to^tdce e saarer view of her, when 
stepping up towards her, aod offenng my aasutance to 
helo her down, methought she returned my civility with 
such an uncourieous slap on the face, that (though 1 
awaki*d at the instant) I could not help fancying for 
some time, that 1 felt my cheek tingle with the blow* 
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-bantam hancjtaiam fve m onrmum tndttattf 
Vi ahjua pan iabotu mxnmlur tnihi 

TEH* 

Writi rnrr^«|iondenti write, whent Vf you will , 

1 viif cne trouble, and my paper fill 

Mv publisher having acquainted me, that he mtends 
to ilu i the \uliimc with thin number, I fball take the 
op|H)rtuuity to throw together set eral letteri, which I 
have. ri ( ri\i d m tlu ( oufbe of this work, and to balance 
with all my lurrfspondtms, at the same time aisurmg 
thtm, that I should be very glad to open a fresh «> 
<oun( with ihtin in niy np\t volume,* 

In the infancy of tins undertaking 1 was honoured 
with a very kmd billet from a biotheroftheqmU, the 
ititms of which I am sorry it wd*» not in my power to 
comply with It was as follows 

DFiRSlR, • 

I can be of great asaistapie to you, if you want any 
help I will write for you every other week, or oftener 
^ if you ihoose it As a specimen of my powers, Ibave 
sent you an essay, which i& at y our service. It is short 
but a very good one. Your’s at command i 

% T TuHJvwvfsrr. 
P S Please to send 'fay thS bearer a guinea 

e Thiv allddet to Uiedivisioa of volumes m tbe vccood ad»- 
OoQ oflhw work. 

US 
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j * Tin* contents of the po^tiicnpt I nd(jirally referred to 
coriiidmtjoA of my publisher, who lonmHjuentl) 
had a rijjrUl to dotc^nnine on the goodntss ot ix\\ tnofid'*' 
«osav: but, whatever was the ! hpaid no 

more et W 'J’he commefre h«*twmi boi Ur and 
author 1 % indeed ot very i^reat seivicv f^pu i Iv to 
the tatter tor though 1 mv^dl must untu^Uct U Ik 
exipfiUd out of the nttiittier, vet it mu^t Km oi U w d, 
that the moat famous uiN ha\e owed il*eti snp|orl to 
ihH pet uniary iiUertoursi Meat and tinnk, ind tho 
other toil venitnees of lite ate a** note isai ) to m «uth<>i 
as pn, mk, ami ppt^i , and 1 remimbtr to have M<n 
m the posMSsion o( Mr Ton^oi i (utuu^ iu<!nii*»cn)>t 
‘of the great DrvdMi huuMlf wlurtin lu fx tire ns 
hia bookseller to advume a sum ot moiu) to his 
tailor 

The nevt letter tomes likewise from an author w ho 
rpniplams of nn evd, whuh does not inclftsi, oftm 
allert many of our fratorfuty * I mean, iho castom ot 
ginng money to sirv tnls 

BFAH WR TOWN, 

I have been happy all this winter m ha\ ingthe run of 
R nobleman^s tabl^ w ho was pieaH,d to pat ron 2 <kf a w ork 
of mme, and to which he aHowcll me the honour ot 
prehaing his, name m a dedication We geiuuses b*\e 
apint, you know fat Wyoud our pickets , and (besides 
w extraordinary expense ot now ulbthes to appear 
^ecQiti) I a;^iue >oii 1 have laid out every tanhmg, 
that I ever re«idtwd from his lordahm*s bounty, tn tips 
lb bia tommta After ewry dinner 1 was fowN^ to run 
[an (diet through a long hne of powdered pick- 
pockets ; and ctmlia not but look upon u as a very ndi- 
imfcw mumstance, t^at I should ho obliged to give 
' Otodey to a foliow, sf ho wws dn si«d much finer than 
'^mysolt fn such a tase, I am apt to consider the 
4iowy waiaicoat of a foppuili footman or butl^ out of 
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liver), as laced down with the ahilUog^ and ha^^ 
crown*) ot the giieata 

1 would tberelore beg of you» Mr. Town, to re** 
commend the poor author's case to the conaideratKm of 
(he gemleiTien o( the cloth ^ humbly praying, that 
they wcMild bo pleased to let ua gcTscot-free as well as 
the clergy for though a good meal is m truth a very 
( oiufortahU thing to u% it is enough to blunt the ed|M 
of out appetite^, to consider that we must afterwarod 
pay so dear tor our ordinary. 

I am, Sir, 

Your humble Servant, 
Jeffbuy BAEKaONgS. 

B} sonic of my papers I find I hate drawn upon mo 
the censure, not only of the free-thinkers, but of tho 
Moravians, Methodists, and otlier numerous sectanati 
which have lattly started up m opposition to our 
( iblished religion The following letter, occasioned 
by my sixty -nrst uuinher, bears about it so many 
marks of aii origin tl, that it certainly comes from one 
ol their teal hers, who (as his style smells so much of 
the crab) is undoubtedly some inspired shoemaker, or 
enlightened bricklayer. I have therefore printed if 
w ithout any alteration, except m the spelling. 

MR. CONNOISSEUR. 

1 have taken the pains,* as usual, to read your paper, 
and as you receive letters, Lthoit^t proper, among 
the rest, to send one also, to let you know, that I did not 
know that a ut was capable of constitutuig a rehgiout 
society before. A pnest mayL it is true; and so utny 
another rational creature, anicf^rhaps an old woman 
also But, Sir, you aigue, that what a Fireitcb iboldr 
lunaite says on this held, is true , but you make liioiti 
out, 1 ofaeerve, from the old womau and the leathern 
M 3 
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titan you do of the For, if old women will, 
or do contittiuto a rphp;iotti^ I understand from 

the loundmion you nem to arf;tie, that you are an 
nuioh an old woiuan a** iliey J^Vr to ar||;ue or reason 
from an old woman'^ Moiy* and tor all your learning, 
and pohey, and cuirniiigries^ arid judguicnt you setHii 
to have, you have but hllV of your'<ell : and as you 
seetn to ndicuic religion, *md cdinpare it *0 athcMsrn or 
lufiiioy, I would Iwg the Uvoiir to know, iSir, what 
leligtoii you aroot: but by yoiii talk, 1 teai you aro 
of none at all, 

' TIuh how doolpine. Sir, that you rt*\iie. is t lie real 
JOapel, which you will hiid m>, d you iier 11 , and 
i'ompare it with thi* scnplun-^, if >ou believe any 
iMsnpturo at at). For ymi *<{4y, Su, that the most 
OAtraordi nary tenets of itligioii are very succes*<fuHy 
propagated uitder the sanction of leathcfn apions instead 
ol cassoihs Wylt, and •«uppf>e it is: you aiknow<» 
ledge It isrtK^ived by well-dinpoW people , and if it is, 
thou it IS plain, as you rid n ule it, you are not one of 
these well disposed. But, Sir, this new doeti ino, u'^ you 
call it, H nut only propagufiKi under the sanction of lea- 
thern aprons, by barbers, bncklayers, and the like, but 
by many ot the clergy now m the ehtablihhed church : 
and it you ofu*fi went to hear them, but not as a tniK 
to carp at what is iliere s|)f>ken, you would unrlerstand 
wliut this now do<Hrinc meant, und whether il 
4rtvoii men to eittbusiaMn, and the likes 01 no 

Sir, whst you touch on tfu* Moraxiuns, I will not 
ny any )btng about or ; ioi perhaps it is loo 

.trtN.s Hut, Sir, 1 would advise you to know a little 
tno6r of religion experimentally for yourself, betorc 
)o6 proleud to others. And, Sir, if you 

atotufomit^d, that iher/will be a mad-honse boiU on 
tba gt^uml where tite Foundery stands, or the Metfao- 
4bta* b1i«ttijia»'hni0e, as you call it, perhaps there may 
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bo as many criUcisiiig lunatics in it^ as religious ones f 
and %er\ bkeW moro. Sir, 1 Wgyou isouTdtakt care 
>uu don't lioiher your hrainv too nituh about oibor 
peopItiV alldirs, k^t 1 should have tlie pam, not the 
pleasure, of fceojiig you then* 

1 ha^e )UHt given you a sketch of the ndiculing the 
new dm trine, and wi»li you could find some better 
employ, if 1*0 it Wets vitth h leadu*ni apron bufor# 
you tor 1 think it vimild bicoiue \<>u Dotter than 
thi« point dfHM Sir, t ho[v}ou uill excuaeiny Inw- 
dom with >011, as othu^ nuxst yuiirH with 

\ our humble Servant, 

WiBU NO lUaif. 

The last letter, which 1 shall add, <‘omes (rom an 
unknown correspondent, who has aiieady obliged^ 
me more than once, if 1 may judge fiom llie baud- 
wniing. 

SIR, 

SoMt time ago \ou archly remarkid, that there was 
notone woamn left, but that the whole hcx waxela* 
sated into ladiis. \oii might at the sHine litiie havo 
tvKiii nonce ol the wondertui increahc among the otltor 
(•1 \ in the order of g« ntlemeft. 

Ufsiclc^s tho»c who are universally acknowledged of 
tin^ rank from t'unr birth and bituation in iile, the, 
(uurte«iy of England albo entitle^ all peis»n^ who carry 
arms fo that dignity , ao ihftt hia Majesty’s three regi^- 
num*^ of guarth^ are composed entirely of genf lemon, 
and every pnggijbh ieilow, who can clap a queue to 
Ijh peruke, and liang a sword awkwardly danghog by 
his s»de, from I hence asaujoes the importance as weU 
as name of a gentleman. JeVt^*** ignorance 
beiog 4oo oitun the of those "w ho are gendev* 

men bora and bred, mady mvest thvnuM ivu> widi thaA 
dgmty, though with no other quahficatioaa* If the 
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pndt% poverty, or iiegloct ot parent-^, has prevented 
their son from being botmd 'prentice, or d the idle 
rascal has shewn his indetitutes a light pair of heels, in 
either case Tom is of no trade, and c onnequenUy a 
gentleman. I knuvi at this time a man. who came 
iiom Ireland last summer with an hivlork. hut btlore 
winter raised himsell to the rank of a gHiitieman * and 
every day 1 go to VVindmiU-stieel, 1 see a veiy honour* 
abh* gentleman liettmg iaige siinij of ntom^. whom I 
foroieiiy remember Marker ol the Tennis ( oiut Add 
to this, that all altornW clerks, 'pieiitues. and the 
likis are gentlemen e\ery evening, and the citizen. 
{Mlbo diudges all the r<‘st ot tlie wtsk Iw hmd tin 
counter) every Huitdav* togc^iher with his latM want- 
coat and ritflliw. puta on the gentleiiiAn Evc^ry author. 
Ml Town, IS a gimtletnan. if not an e*^f|uire, by his 
proicssion ; and all the players, from King Hicharcl to 
the Lieutenant of the Tower, are gentlemen 

'Hie body of gentlemen is still more numerous : but 
1 have not leisure at pres<ml lo < limb up to garrets, or 
due into cellar*' after them- I shall onlv obsi^rve, 
that many of the above-mentioned members ol this 
order die with ^he same reputation that they lived, 
and go out of the world iiko Squire Maclean, or 
Uentteman Harry. 

Your humble Servant, &c. 


Befoxi I dismiss tips new edition of my works, 
I dunk It my duty to return thanks to my kind readers 
for their candid receptiou of these Papers, as they 
were separately publuihed, though 1 cannot but he 
sensibK that eitbrr through haato, inadvertence, or 
other javocations, tlm unavoidably abounded with 
many faults, from trach I have endeavoured to clear 
them as much as possible in thetr present form.* Mr. 
iPaulkoer of Dublin is very welcome, therefore, to hia 
Irish edition^ printed LitcraUm from my folio ; and in 



n**70, the connoisseur. 

wtiich, I dare ^say. tlie very errors of the press ars 
most religiously preserviKl. 

J cannot but regret^ indeed, that there is atiU Avaiit-- 
ing uue principal ornament to these little volumes ; 1 
mean the dedication. Not that there are \vanUng 
persons highly deserving of all the praises, which the 
most obsequious and most devoted author could pos- 
siiily la visit on iheiit ; tor in all agi:n», and in all tia* 
tions, ihese have always abomuk^. Latin auiliora, 
for cx'ainpte. iiave never iailtd to [>ay their c*oii^i* 
ments to the fllij,Mr]ous family of the iHsimi ; such as 
iIk‘ the r.mhieniimmi^ the CfttHmemltdiB* 

, stMi, the the xifjaituifni, the nohitifUfimi^ 

Sit. and aiiioiig our own writers no less respect has 
bean shewn to the mintorous race of tlie most tanious, 
the most irigeutou«, the most learned, the most emi- 
nent, A:c. It IS but that those wdto offer the 

inreritje should ' live by the altar.’ Yol, notwithstand- 
ing I j.Mve notice to any rich crtiiceH, nobleman, or 
lluu niy doduvition should Inj dispostni of to 
the best buider, I have received no overtures on that 
fiend. In the city thi^ course of exchange Ima not yot 
b€<*ii l•str^b^l^hel^ ; and among |>(>ople of quality, the 
market lla^ bwn over-stocked, and Hatmry w become a 
Inere drug : while some ot tlufii, wiio liave u»ki?n up 
the trade ihomselves, have, ptMhaps, considered me as 
a rival or inlerloprT in the lmsini*‘>s. 

It reiTidiuB on»y, to give an account of the authors, 
eoticerued in tins work. J am sorry that 1 do not 
know the names of any of the volunteers, to whom I 
have fietni greatly indebted : and* as to ihoiwf, wUi> 
*have t'Hgaged i'or the drudgery of the week, vanons 
conjectures have been fomied about them.* Soii.e arc 
sure, that the, {lajjers signed 'R arc wniu^n by Mr. 
Such an one.-— because it is uie hist letter of hta 
luuiie ; aou others;, by another, — because it is notjv O 
is the mark of theiionuurabie ,or Lord--^-^ ; 
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they know it by the style : and W Trust be the work 
of A eertain famous wit, and no other: Erajimu&, 

aid Diaholus* But to put the matter out of all doubt, 
and to satisfy the curiosity of my readers, all 1 am at 
liberty at present to dinilge is, that none of the papers 
(to roy knowledge) were written by the Honourable—, 

or Lord — or , Esquire ; but thtu iliose which 

are'marked with a T. and those with an O, and those 
with a W, (as well as those which hereafter may per- 
haps be signed N,) are furnished by the ingenious and 
learnod gentleman, who has subscribed his name to 
this paper. O, W, N. 


N^7L THURSDAY, JUNE 5, 1755. 


Eit hrevitale ut eurrai senifntia, itfufe 
/mfiediui vf iattaM onemnlihuti aunt .* 

£t itrmua fifiUM «if , woifc truii, wpa Joem. HO R. 

t wrtte M ( wottld talk ; am ihori and dear ; 

Nat wiUi irord. that load the tried ear * 

A |:rave, dafi ci>^ay now aid then goev ilowu ; 

But folks expect to laugh with Mr. Town. 

Among the several degrees of authors, there are none,^ 
perhaps, w^ have more obstacles to surmount at their 
Setting out, than the writers of periodical essays. 
Talk with a !noder|^criuc, and he will tell you, that 
a tteW'imper b a fain attempt ader the inimitable 
^^NsetiW and others ; that all the proper subjects are 
^adypre-oeoupied, and that it is etiuulfy imjiossibla 
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to find out a n^v field for observatioD, afi to ducover 
n new world. With these prejudices the public ore 
prepared to receive us : aud while thej^ expect to be 
cloytsi with the stale repetition of the same fare, 
though tossed up ia a different manner, they sit down 
witli but little relish for tJie eptertauiment 

That the Spectator first led the way, must undoubt* 
ediy be acknowledged; but that his followers must 
for that reason be always supposed to tread in. his 
steps, can by no means allowed. ^ In the high road 
of life there are several extensive walks, as well aa bye- 
paths, which we may strike into, without the necessity 
of keeping the same beaten track with those that have 
gone before us. New objects for ridicule will con* 
tin nail y present theiuselvesj and even the same cha- 
racters will appear different by being differently dis- 
posed, as in the iiaiiie pack of cards, though ever 
so often shuffled, there will sever be two bands ex- 
actly tthke. 

After this introduction, 1 hope to be pardoned, if i 
indulge myself in speaking a word or two concemiiig 
iny own endeavours to entertain the public And first, 
vvfiatever objections the reader may have had to tile 
aubjei'ts of my pu|)ers, 1 shall make no apology for the 
rnauner, in which I have chose to treat them. The 
dread of falling into (what they are pleased to call) 
colloquial barl^'isms, has induced some unskilful 
writers to swell their bloated diction with uncouth 
phra*^s and the affected jargon of pedants. . For my 
own part, I never go out of the common way of ex- 
pres.-%ion, merely for the sake of iotroducii^ a more 
sounding word with a Latin termination. The Eng- 
lish language is sufficiently ewious and expressive 
without any further adoption of\ew terms ; aqd the 
native wortLs seem to me to have far more force than 
any foreign auxiliaries, however pompously uudiered 
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in : as Britiish soldiers figla our batllos better than 
die troop^s taken into onr pay. 

The subjects of my ensays have been chiefly such 
as I thought might riH:onimetid ihenw'lvcs to the pub- 
lic notice by lieiog new and uncommon. For this 
rmon 1 purjMisely avoided tlie worn-out practice of 
retailing scrajTS of morality, and affecting to d<»gmatize 
on the common duties of life. In this point. ind<H*d, 
the Spectator is inimitable ; nor could I hope to say 
my thing new upon these topics afUT so many excel- 
lent moral aud religious e^ays, which are the principal 
ornament of that work. I have tlmrelbo} contented 
mysolf witli exposing vice and folly by painting man- 
kind in iMr natural colours, without assuming the 
rigid air of a preacher, or the inori>8c»»ess of a phi- 
losopher. 1 have rather chose to imdcnniue our 
fashionable excesses by secret sapping, than to storm 
them by opn assault. In a word, u|;K)n alt oirasions 
I have endeavoured to laugh people into a better be- 
haviour ; ns I am convinced, that the sting of reproof 
is uot less sharp for being cuuctMled ; aiul advice never 
comes with a letter face, that when it comes with a 
laughing one. 

There are some points in the course of this worL, 
wliich pirhaps might have been tveaiwl \^ith a more 
serious air. 1 have thought it iny duty 1o t<ikc every 
opportunity of exposing iho absuuKtnct- o\ our mo- 
dem Free-thinkers and EnthiHia>t‘*. IV Kiuhiiiiast 
tt, indeed, much more di&cuU to cj.r,- than the Free- 
thinker; because the latlei, uiih ali hb biMvery. can- 
»ot but be conscious that In is wro.ig : wl’.ereas tbu 
ibilpor may have diwivini hiiiisjiif into a htlief, that 
he is^aTUiinly in tjj.* right ; a id the more he o|)- 
posed/tfae more hii considers hiinself as ‘patiently 
suffering for the truth’s sake.’ Ignorance is loo 
stubborn to yield to conviction : and on the other 
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hand those, ^hofa a Utile learning has made mad/ 
are too proud and self-sufficient to hearken (o the sober 
voicti! of reason. The only way left us, therefore, is 
to root out superstition, by making it’s followers 
ashaiTKxl of themselves : and as for our Free-thinkers, 
it is but right to turn their boasted weapons of ridicule 
against thcMu ; and as they themselves endeavour to 
banter others out of every serious and virtuous notion, 
ue too (in thelungMage of the psalmist) should ^ laugh 
thorn to scorn, and have them in deriaion.’ 

It is with infinite pleasure, that I find myself so 
much encouraged to continue my labours, by the kind 
reception which they have hillverto met with from the 
public : and Mr. Baldwin, with no less pleasiure, in- 
forms me, that as ^ore are but few numbers left of the 
folio edition, lie iiitends to collect them into two 
p<K-ket volume^. Tlie reader cannot conceive, how 
much I already pride myself on llte charming flgtire, 
which my works w ill make in this new form : and I 
shall endeavour to render thetse volumes os complete as 
1 possibly can, by several considerable additious and 
ameudmeuts. 'Pbough contracted into the small space 
of a twelves volume, I still hope to maintain my 
Jfortner dignity ; like the devils in Milton’s Pandemo- 
nium. 

— To smallest forms 

ICf'duc'd their shapea imoieose, and were at large. 

The Spectator has very elegantly compared hii 
single papers, as they came out, to * cherries on a 
stick,’ of the dearness of which the purchasers cannot 
• complain, who arc willing to gratify their taste with 
dioice fruit at it’s earliest production. I have con- 
sidered my own papers as so many flowers, whidi 
joined together, would make uSka pretty nosegay ; and 
though each of them, singly taaen, may not be equally 
admired for their odours, they may receive an addi- 
tional fragrance by a happy union of their sweets. 

VOL. uxi. H 
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The learned decoration in ihe front of my papers, 
though perhaps it has sometimes put my scholarship to 
a atandt I could by no means dispense with : for such 
is the prevalence of custom, that the most finished 
esftay without a motto would appear to many people us 
maimed and imperfect, as a beautiful face without a 
nose. But custom has imposed upon us a new task of 
giving translations to these mottos: and it has Wn 
the usual method to copy them promis(;uously from 
Drydenor Francis: though (as Denham has remarked 
of translation in general) * the spirit of the original 
evaporated in the transfusion, and nothing is left behind 
but a mere caput mertmtm* A motto, as it stands in 
the origioat, may be very apposite to the subject of the 
OHsay, though nothing to the purpose in the common 
translation ^ and it frequently derives all its elegance 
from an hufborotis application, in a difterent sense to 
what it hears in the author, but of which, not the lea^st 
trace can appeal in the version. For this reason, 1 
have determined to give entire new translations, or 
rather imitations, of all the mottos and quotations, 
adapted to the present times. And the.se, T iintter 
myself, will reflect an additional beauty on my w'ork ; 
as some of them admit of epigrammatic turns, while 
others afford room for lively and picture.sque allusions 
to modern manners. In this dress, they will at least 
appear more of a peace with the essays themselves ; 
and not like the patch-xvork of random translations. 

Jo the meati time, I sh.ill only add. that if any 
nobleman, gentleman, or rich citizen, is ambitious to 
have hia name prefixed to either of these volumes, he ^ 
is dtisifed to send in profx>sals, together w iih a list of 
his virtues and good qualities, to the publisher; and 
the dedications shall disposed of to the bevt bidder. 

None but principals will be treated with. 

T. 



n" 7i. 


TUE CONNOISSEljR. 


\S5 


N* 72. THURSDAY, JUNE 12, 1756, 


■-ftriut hufes rerum, nttgrt^ue conotm* 


IIOR* 


Wbai Though onr to wit have no prutcnce. 

The fuld)e«!»ttok khajit norapo them into AUiiio* 

Thk managers of our public gardens, willing to 
make their summer diversions as camptete as posaibte, 
are not conteut iritli luyii^ out beautiful walks, and 
pruviding an excellent band of music, but arc also at 
much expense to amuse us with the old English enlef'- 
tainment of ballad-singMig. Eor this cod, tiicy not 
only reiain the best voices that can be procured, but 
eacli of them also has ii }K>et in ordmary, who is 
allowed a stated salary, and the lUii of the gardens. 
The productions of these petty iaureals naturally come 
within my notice as cntic; and, indeed, whether 1 
am at Vauxhall, Kaueldgh Marylmne. or even Sadler's 
* Wells, I indulge niyselt in man y o^marks on tlie poetry 
of the place; and am as attentive to the songs as to the 
cascade, the 11 re- works, or .Miss Isabella Wilkinson. 

Ballad;* seem peculiarly adapted to tlie genius of our 
people; and arc a spec’ies of composition, in which w^ 
are superior to all other nations. Many of our old 
English songs have in them an affecting siinplicity ; 
and it is remarkable, that our best writers have not 
been ashamed to cultivate this branch of poetry. 
Cowley, Waller, Roscommon, «Rowc, Gay, Prior, and 
many others, have left behind Acm very elegant bal- 
lads ; but it must be confessed, to the honour of the 
present age, that it wa.s reserved for our moderu 

^ N 2 
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writers to bnng this kiiid of poetry to perfection. 
Soiig-writinf; is* now reduced to certain rulei* of art ; 
and the balJad- maker goes to work by a method as 
regular and mechanical, as a carj>enter or a black- 
atnnh. 

Swift, in his V'^oyage to jLiputa, describes a machine 
to w'rite books in all aru and sciences : 1 have also 
read of a mill to make vers<>s ; and remernbtT to liave 
seen a curious table, by the assi‘4ance of which the 
most' itluerate might amuse themselvt^ in coinpvHing 
hexameters and pentameters in Latin : inventions 
twnderfully calculated for the pnjmoiion of literaiuro. 
Whatever gendeinen of (Irub-sirwi or others an* am- 
bitious to enlist themst:lv(»H as huckne\ sonnetieers are 
dcMired to attend to tlie followtng rules, drawn Iroin 
the practice of our modem soog-\vnt< r3» ; a set of 
gemusns exceliont in Iheir manner, and who will pro- 
bably be hereafter as much known and admired 
garden- |>oets, as the celebrated Taylor is now famous 
under the denomination of waler-p<»eu 

I must bcjg leave positively to contradict any re- 
ports, insinuating that our ballad makers are in poe- 
aession of such a machine, mill, or table, us above- 
mentioned; and believe it to be wpially falsi*, dial vt 
is their practice to hustle certain quaint terms and 
phrases together in a hat, and take them out at ran- 
dom. It has, indeiKi, been asserted on some just 
ground, Uwt their productions are totally void of 
lienee and expression, that they ha^e lude rhyme and 
less rottsem, and that they are, from beginning to end, 
,:>nothing mom than nonsensical rhapsodies to a new 
tune. This charge I do not mean to deny : though I 
cannot but lament the deplorable want of taste, that 
tneniions it as a faulu nor it is this very circum- 
stance, which L who^am professedly a Counoissear, 
particularly admire. It is a received maxim with all 
, composen of music, that itothiog is so melodious ui 
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nonsense. M^nly sense is too harsh and stubWii to 
go through the numberless divisions audsub'dtvijttons 
of modem music, and to be trilled forth in crotchets 
and demiquavers. For this reason, thought is so cau» 
tiously sprinkled over a modern song : which it is the 
business of the singer to warble into sentiment. 

Our ballad-makers for the most part slide into the 
familiar style, and affect tlukt easy manner of writing, 
which (a^ording to Wychcriy) is easily written. 
Seeing the dangerous consequence of meaning, ha 
words adapted to music, they are very frugal of Wnti- 
ment : and indeed they husband it so well, that the 
same thoughts arc adapted to every song. The only 
v.*iriation requisite in Itventy ballads ia, that the last 
line of the stanza bo different. In this ingenious line 
the wit of the whole song consists ; and the author, 
whether he shall die if he has not the lass of the mi|l, 
or deserves to be riH'koned an ass, turns over his dic>* 
itonary of rhymes for words of a similar sound, and 
every verse jinglifs lo the same word, with all the 
agreeable variety Of a set of bells eternally ringing the 
same peal. 

The authors of love-songs fornu»rly wasted a great 
deal of poetry in illustrating their owu passion and 
the beauty of dieir mistress ; but our modem poets 
content themselves with falling m love with her name. 
There cannot be a greater misfortune to one of these 
rhymers than a mistress with an hard name : such, a 
misfortune sends them all over the world, and makes 
them run through all arts, sdences, and languages for 
corrqfpondent terms ; and after all perhaps the name 
is HO harsh and untractable, that our poet has as much 
difficulty to bring it into verse, as the celebrators of 
the Duim of Marlborough were puzzled to reduce to , 
rhyme the uncouth names of the Dutch towns lakeii 
in Queen Annoys wan. Valeatioe in Love for 
when ha talks of tuming poet, orde» Jeremy to get 
♦ n S 
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ihe maids together of an evening lo Oambo : no coii- 
tempiible hint to our bailad-inakers^ and which if 
properly made use oU would be of as much service to 
them as Byslu/s Art of Poetry. 

B*earingl<»t this method of sorig-wriling should one 
day grow oh^lete. in order to preserve to posterity 
some idea of it, I have put together the toliowing 
dialogue as a specimen of the modent manner. 1 must 
however be ingenuous enough to confess^ that t ran 
claim no farther merit in this elegant piece than that 
of compiler. It is a cento from our most celebrated 
new soi)g:s; from which 1 have carefully culled all the 
aweeteai dowers of fioeiry, and bound them up toge- 
ther. Aft all the linep are taken from ditferent soug' 
set to different tune», I would humbly propose, tha 
this curious iH^rfonnance should be .')ung jointly by al 
the best voices, in the manner of a Dutch concert. 
Where every man sings his own tune. 1 had once 
some thoughts of afiixing marginal references to eac^ 
line, to inform the reader by note, at what place tha 
song, whence it is taken, was first ftung. But 1 shall 
spare myself that trouble, by desiring the reader lo 
look on the whole pi**ce, as arising from a coalition 
pf our most eminent soog-wnters at Vauxhall, llune- 
lagh, Marybone, and Sadler’s Wells: assuring him, 
that this short dialogue contains the pilli and marrow, 
or ratiior (to borrow an exjiresston from the Fine Lady 
in l^nhe) the i^imcUncg and avipiU^ oil all our modem 
SPltgS* 
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A pastoral dialogue 

COH YDOS JND SUSAS. 

Sus. All ! whitlicr bq fust would iny Coryclon go? 

Sti'i) in, you' VO nothing else to do. 

Cor. Tlwy say I’m in love, but 1 answer no, no; 

So I wish 1 may die if i do. 

Once Tny heart play’d a tune that went pitty patfie, 
And 1 sigli’d but 1 could not ieii why. 

Now let v\hat will happen, by Jove TU be free. 

0 tie, bhcpherd, iia, shepherd, lie. 

t n/'. Tho’ you bid iric begone back dgain, 

Vet. Sukcy, ik> iiiadef lor that. 

The u'oiiK'O iovo kis>tng as well men. 

Wh>, whut u po\ wuuUl you be at ? 

You tub! me a lide ol a eoek and a bull; 
rpon my worU he did. 

C'nr. I swear I rueani notlnng but playing the fool. 

Nwi. Wry fine! very pretty indeed! 

( W. Come, eortie, my dear Sukey, to church let us go ; 

No more let your answer be no. 

Sas. The deuce sure is in him to plague a maid so : * 

1 cannot deny you, •you know. 

CilOHUS BY BOTH. 

No courtiers can be m happy as we, 

Who bill like the sparrow and dove. 

I love Sue, and Sue loves tfte, 

Sure ttuA is mutual love. 

T. 
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N* 73 . THURSDAY, JUNE 19 , 1755 . 


^Stcernere sacra prttfanis, 

HOR. 


Whercy<*r God crec»» ati house of pray V, 

The devil el ways bus a chapel there. 

0EFOK. 

Walrino the other day in Westminster- Abbey, 
among the many ostentatious monuments erected to 
kings and warriors, I could not help observing a little 
stone, on which was this pompous inscription — 
Eterna rntmoria sacrum — Sacred to the eternal me* 
iiiory of— The name of the person to whom 
immortality was thus secured, is almost obliterated ; 
and perhaps, when alive, he was little known, and 
soon forgot by the small circle of his friends and ac* 
quaintance. 

1 have been used to look upon epitaphs as a kind of 
flattering dedications to the dead ; in which is set 
down a long catalogue of virtues, that nobody hnew 
they t|ere possessed of while living, and not a word 
of tbmr vices or follies. . The veracity of these post* 
humous encomiums may, indeed, hv fairly suspected, 
as we are generally told, that tlie disconsolate widow, 
or wemag son, erected the monument in testimony of 
their affliction for the loss of the kindest husband, or 
most alSbetionate father. But what dowager, who 
enjoys a comfortable jointure by her good man^s de- 
cease, would refuse to set her band to it on his tomb- 
stone, that he was the best of fau^nds, though per- 
haps they had parted beds ? or what heir would hs so 
base and iiiigrateful> as not (a give a few good words 
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to a i rabbtxl aftor tus death, in return fur his 

estate. « 

By the extravagant prai50Ji which are indii^rrijni- 
luitely lavished on the ush»*s <jf every person aliku, wo 
entirely j>crvert the original intent oi epitaphs, winch 
were contrivinl to do honour and justice to the virtuous 
and the go«>d. Hut by ihe present practice tfie repu- 
tations ol uu'n are equally coniounded with their oust 
ill the grave, where there is no ilisiinctiou binui^eh 
the good and the bad. "Plui law has ajipoinW 
s^ari hers to inquire, when any one dir*^, into ihecausiv 
of his tieath: in the same manner I could wUli, that 
searchers were appointed to exauiine mto Ins way of 
Jiving, betdre u characUT be given of him upon iJio 
tomb-stone. 

'Die tlatteries lliut arc paid to the deceasiHl are 
undoubtedly owing to the pride oJ their .sui vivors, 
which 1 .S the *i{one among the lowt.'st as the liigJwjrti set 
oi p<*ople. \V hen a n obstmre grocer or ta llo w -ctniHilitT 
die.-* at hi*! lodgings at Islington, the nrwspaptfj s are 
vtulVed with ila.* ''ame |>arade ot hi» vntoos and good 
qtJiihti(.H, its vxhen a dulutf vmt o\ ihr vyond : and 
the petty o\«rse<>r id a hide hamlet has a paiou/d 
board ‘,iut;k tip at the end ot his wickered turi, wall 
\l distich aettiiig lorlh the godUncss ut bin lilt?, in 
bumble itnttauon of the uohleiutu, who repOM^ uiidtir 
tt grand inausidemn erected to his memory, w itn a long 
list of hi8 titles i&nd berum deeds. * 

TIm? great, indeed, have found means to snparato 
themselveH even in their graves from the vtilgar, by 
having thoir asJms de|)osUed in cimi^ches and cavtm- 
*drals, and covered by the most superb mouuoiedts: 
but the Jalsie pomp of the monument, a.s well as the 
gross battery of the inscriptionr^ olten tends only to 
make ilm deceased ridicalous. In my tdic vtt<u to 
Westmmfiter- Abbey, 1 ttouW not but remark the drf- 
iercKce of taste which has prevailed m setnng up 



THT COKNOISftFI R 


I4!2 


ii*73 


these edifices for the dead In fonn^^r times, it wes 
thought ndihcient to dap up the bust or sUtue of the 
deco 84 ed, M»t round, perhaps, t%ith the emblems of their 
merits, their employment or station ol hie Thus if 
ally lady wan remarkable lor her 'Virtue and piety, it 
leva's pointed out by two or three little chubby-faced 
chtnjbimM crying tor her death, or holding a crown 
over fur b^ad The warrior was spread along at full 
length in a f>oinplete suit of armour with the trophies 
of wai hung round about him and the bishop was 
laid fat upon Ills fiack, with hii> ooihd luad resting 
on a stone Bible, and lus hands joiiu d togt llicr iu the 
posture of pravmg 

Jf boc rates, or any other of the am uMit philosophers, 
could levive agno, and bo adiiutted into \V estinunier- 
Abbey, lu would now he juduitsJ to fancy himself in 
A paiuheon Tiu m<»iUrn taste, not rontent witli m- 
tioducing Roman tempUs into our churchr% and n- 
pusenting the virtues under alUgorical images, has 
raiisacktd all the iabulous accounts (»l tlio htithtn 
theology to strike out new imbcllishmenis for our 
C'liristian monuments Wean not m the least snr- 
pnsed to sec Mtreury attending iht tomb ot an orator, 
and Pallas or llertules supporting that ol a warrior 
If there w not a slop put to tins taste, we may soon 
cx)M«ctio Mie our chuidies instead of being dedicated 
to the sen ice of religion, apait lor the reception of 
the heathen gods. A dt*ceased admiral \v i II be represented 
like Neptune, widi a indent in lus hand, drawn in a 
shell by Dol|diins, preceded by Tritons and followed 
by Nereids lashing the marble waves with their tails 
A general will he habited like Mara, bearing an 
helmet and spear in polished stone , and a celebnued 
toast will be stuck U|^baked, like the V'tnu*> dr Me- 
dicu, cut to alabaster Our pious forefathers we^e 
cont^t with exhibiting to us the usual emblems of 
|eath, the hour-glass, the skull, and the crosh- marrow- 
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bones. Tliese ^*nfkblems, if not very elepnt, were at 
least not indecent ; but now the Three Fatal Sisters, 
mentioned in the heathen mythology, must be in*> 
troduced spinning, drawing, and cutting the thread of 
life. Could one of the last century see a winged 
figure blowing the trumpet on the top of a modern 
monument, he would be apt to mistake it for an arch* 
angle, and be naturally put in mind of that awful 
time, * when the trumpet shall sound, and the dead 
shall rise/ But the design, we are told, is very dif* 
ferent ; and this winged messenger is no other than 
the ancient personage of Fame, who is proclaiming the 
virtues of the defunct round the world. 

It has been recommended, on a different aecotint» 
to have a separate place, distinct from our churches^ 
for the reception of our monuments. 1 could wish to 
sec such a scheme put in execution : for the present 
absurd mixture of the several objects of Pagan and 
(’hristian belief, as represenlcd on the tombs lately set 
up in compliant'e with the modern taste, must be 
shocking to every serious beholder. Should any one 
propose? to tiike down from St. Paul’s cathedral those 
paintings of Sir James Thornhill representing the 
transactions of St. Paul, and in their place to set up 
Titian*.s pictured of the amours of the heathen gou 
and goddesses, every one would be sliocked atihe im* 
piety of the proposal. But the fashion of iritroduciog, 
heathen deities into our momimeiiU is not much less 
absurd ; and as Milton has been blamed for his fre- 
quent JIusioiis to the heathen theology in his sacred 
^oem. surely we are more to be condemned, for ad- 
mitting the whole class of their fictitious deities into 
the houst; of God itself, A reformation in this point 
is no Iw. ncces«tary, than from the Popish superstuiona; 
and these profane images, though not the objects of 
r»ur idolatry, have uo more pretence to be set up in 
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the Temple of the living Lord, ilfaii t^se of the 
canonized saints of the Romari Catholics. 

Mo4!erni taste is contiimally striking out new im- 
provements. We may therefore conclude, that when 
our statuaries have ti-avelled through the ancient Pan- 
theon, and exhausted all the subjects of the Grecian 
and Roman mythology, we shall have re<iourse lo the 
superstitions of other nations for the designs of our 
monuments. They vtill then probably be adorned 
with /Egyptian hieroglvphics, and the tomb ot some 
future hero may ha built according lo the model of the 
prophet’s tomb at Mecca. It is not to be doubted, 
but that the Chinese taste, which has already token 
possession of otir gurtleiis, our buildings, and our fur- 
niture, will also soon find its way into our churches : 
and how elegant must a moniunent appear, which is 
erected in the Chinese taste, and embellished with 
dragons, bells, pagods, and mandarins ! 

O. 
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— " ' - Aiwt ita JhmuH 

rt inimsi Cafttats 
AuitpicttSf veterumqM norma, 

HOR. 

I 

Rome boasts her sons, a race of stubborn fools. 

To virtue traiiiM by grey-beaixl Cato** rules. 

Such rigid pride ourinodest youth disclaim. 

Great in their crimks» andgloiious in tbclr bhaine. 

Tiisbb is no method of reproof more in vogue, 
Ihan the fashion of drawing invidious parallels be- 
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tweei) the presci>^ liii^es ami ilic past. The gniml>liHg 
politicians rails ovor his cofltH* fit tht* j)rt*sent ministry, 
and reminds you, with a of the golden days of 
Queen Hess; while, in iiuiiters of less consef|uenot% 
the critic shakos his head at Mr. 'fown, and mentions 
Bicker:>tair. fiut the moral I'Jts are abovt> all others 
devoted to this practiee. These wi^e geritlen»en are 
continnall} loidcing backwards, ami comleinniiig what 
lies immediately liefore them by retrospect. ^I'hcy 
are for ever harping on this inrring rhoid, and have 
scarce move words in their mouths, than the solemn 
sentences said to be delivered bv Friar Hacoif s Bra/^on 
He.id, I'ime is — 'I'imo was — Tune is past. 

No comparisons of this sort are so frequently re- 
peated, and so much insisted on, as those drawn be- 
twoen the ancients and moderns. If an eloquent 
member of the House of Commons is crui^lly s(is}K‘ctcd 
of hollowing for a place, nothing rings in his e.ais Imt 
Tully and Demosthenes. If a gentleman, or periiaps 
a nobleman, with an heavy mortgage upon lii'^ estato, 
di.senciimber.^ it by "•elling his interest at a county 
clfc*c.liun, Iw is im:ue<bulely upbraideel w'ith one llo- 
mau, that was not ashamed to follow the plough tail, 
and aii(.'theT, who could relusi; large bribes, and ceui- 
* tent himself with a cottage and turnips. If a lady 
makes an unfortunate slip, <ho is told again and again 
of Lucrotia, and tifty other school-boy tales of honour 
and chastity. In a word, there is not onefasidonable 
frailty, but has some* stubborn antiquated virtue s(*t in 
opposition to it; and our unhapp) metropolis’ i-' evny 
day thrratoued with destruction, lor ii? d ‘gem‘rfscy 
from the rigid maxims of Home or Sparta. 

In the midst of all these severe reflect ion?, it gives 
me intiniie plofisure, that 1 can with jiistico* t ike no- 
tice of the incontestable superiority of the morlcnis in 
point of moilesty. The arrogance of llie am ients was 
»o remarkable, that, in •their idea ol a peribet cha- 

>OL. XXX t. o 
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racier they included every puUlir and private viniU'. 
'riicy aiiic'd at a strict »>l)j>ervaucc ut all the duties ol 
life, and d some old Koman.>) had heou styled ^rod*; 
while livings, it would not have been --uch gross ilal- 
tery as was after wanK practised in lumouring die em- 
perors with an Apod leosis. Thnr inlle.Mhie lionesty 
was tlasr perpetual boast, ami iheir virtue w as then 
pride. Thin high idea of a [lerleet eharaeier .mioni.'; 
the ancients nalurally urged them to Id'i ihein '»’ives lo 
an invidious superion* \ abov<* (he re>l o| the woild : 
while the uunlest uuxlerns, by taking all the vice-, 
instead of the viiUies, mto their notion (»1 a line g<*n 
lleman, endeavour to let diemsidv(»s diwvn to a level 
with the lowest ot their s|k.<‘u.w, and lu'O'e laul tin 
surest toundation foi humility. Kine gendeiTmn are 
so far from H(*ing proud, (hat tlnw are lU'ver gutity ot 
any thing, vvliieli giw^ ihrui the lea-t re.i-OM to be 
so: and our tine ladiei- liave iiom^ of the di-gustuig 
haughtiness of virtue, though indeed, they are seldom 
known to be ashamed. 

It is inipos.sible to devise any one method oflovver- 
ing the good opinion a man luighl po.^sibly coiiet*i\o ot 
himscii, that has not berni put in ]Maeuee. No line 
gontlomau ever aimed at aeijuiring any cxerdlcnce : 
and if any natural perfecdiuis might give some hide 
occasion idr pride, die grealot pains have been taken 
to destroy tluwii. Good parts have been oltt'ii drowned 
in taverns, ami a strong constitution ‘sweated away in 
bagnios: and in the mean nine lea.'ning has been 
totally neglected, lest improvement should bring on 
|)cdAntry and literary pride. The most .shining parts 
m the character of a line gentleman are, that he drinks 
deep, dresse^ gentindy, rides vvt'Il, can shoe hi> own 
horse, and is po.ssessed of some other qiialificatious, 
wduch nobody can ever suspect, that a mind, the least 
givcui to ambition, would ever labour to acquire. For 
' iny part I am so far from agreeing with our satirist, 

1 
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'liHt »Iic lo\i' qj' faiiH* is thp universal passion, that 
v'lion I (»l)SfrM‘ tlu; iK-basiour of our tine gentliMuen, I 
an’i i'|)T to tbink il prooeeds iVom the ami bum- 

b!<-st him ol mind. Irui(*ed. tbeir sini.njbir modustv 
.ippt'ujs II* iiie ibr only means ol acCinmiin^ for ibeir 
cifhons, Axlmli rommonlv lend to plan- tbeiii in ibe 
mi'.'mo--* and nn»‘t c'ontiMnj»hl»b* 

Ntidiiiitj !m{ ilijA mxiiinbb* mode.sty. and tear of 
''OmiiiiT lo . »m a( could ever ‘jjive rise to 

* babiN-, not only ridiculou'.. but un^^racetui. 

tioi-d t*\is. r,,r tiUNiauei*. are universally uckiiow leil^od 
to ^ivr liL-he to llu' \\ litjlt* eountenance : )Ct (>1*^100(1 
and laundilv have blinded ibe whole iov\m 'I'be 
bt'au diau*' bis t \0' out ol bi^ poekeU and the beauties 
kill iis throui^b spynitr-^lasses. It has b<*en known to 
bt‘ tile votin' loi persons (»f i'aslnon to lose the use of 
dieiT and bmp al<*n*!; as jt they were ciippled : 

tins practice 1 dailv t‘S‘pei '1 to be levixed : loi 1 take 
It lor i^ranted. that the (all stavi's now earned about 
j>iusi natuniily dwindle into erutediiN. An inarticulale 
lisp even now ndVet- the delivei\ ni polite eimvi^rsa- 
rion. It not at all nura^iiionabh* to pretend deaf- 
iie-'. : and nide-.s the ladie- object to it, 1 do not de- 
••ji.oi of M'em;: die (im*;, when the vx lioliMiiodish world 
slia'd ulleet to be tlumb. 

This bumble wav td tliinkin;;!; h’rts been carried so 
far, that it has (*veu iniroduced a new species of bypo- 
crisv. Fme ^^Miilctnen, fearin*; liM their good (piali- 
ties should in their own despite overbalance their bad 
ones, elaiiu several vires, to which they have no title, 
'ritc-re is something very admirable and ingenious in 
this disposition among our young j.eopie. who noi only 
candidly discover all their frailties, but accuse (heiri- 
selves of tiuilts, which they nevcM' intended toeoiiunil. 
1 know a young fellow, who is alinosl every morning 
coin])lai(nng ot the head-ache, aiul cur.-»ing the Iasi 
night’s C^hiimpagim at the St. Alban’s when. I am 
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well assured he passed his evening very soberly with 
his maiden aunts in Cheapside. I am also acquainted 
with another gentlonmn, who is very fond of confessing 
his intrigues, and oKen modestly takes shame to him- 
self for the great misrlnef lie does among the women ; 
though 1 well know, he is too bashful even to make 
love tt) Ills laundress, lie Bomeliiiias laments publicly 
the unlucky consequerife.s of an amour, and has, more 
liian once, been discovered to send pill-boxes and gal- 
lipots directed for him.seif, to be left at the bar of 
neiglibonnng cofl[be-hoiK''es. The «ame humble turn 
of mind induct 6 the frugal to appear extravagant ; and 
makes many a religious young fellow deny his princi- 
ples, brave his conscience, and ailtict the character and 
conversation of an atheist. To say the truth, the ge- 
nerality of the gay world are arrant hypocrites in their 
vices, and apfiear to be w'orse than they really are. 
Many ol our pretended bloods are, in fact no more 
drunkards, whoremusters, or infidels, than a bully is 
a man of courage ; and are as little sincere in their 
boasts of vice, as statesmen or beauties in their mutual 
professions of friendship. 

That part of the female world, which composes the 
order of fine ladies, have as much humility as their 
counterparts, the fine gentlemen. There is something* 
so charming in (lie fair sex, that we should almost 
adore them, if the) did not lay aside all the pride of 
reputation, and by some good-natured familiarities 
rt»duce themselves to an equality with us. Jl is, in- 
deed, wonderful to observe, with wliat diligence our 
polite ladies pare off the excellencies from their cha- 
racters. When we see them almost as naked as the * 
Graces, it is natural to suppose them as warmly de- 
voted to Venus ; and when we liear them talk loosely 
and encourage double meanings in conversation, we 
are apt to imagine tiicir notions of honour not very 
^•Strict or sevfere. But after all, this is frequently mere 
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hypncrisy, iind*tlio ellet't of humility. Many a lady, 
very wanton iii appearance, is in reality very modest ; 
and many a coquet has lost her reputation without 
losing her virtue. 1 make no doubt, hut that several 
ladies of suspicious characters are not so bad as tliey 
seem, and that then* are honourable persons* among 
the gayest of our women of quality. 

T<i return whence I set out, the extraordinary mo- 
d<My ()i‘ the moderns, so a\erseto the arrogant {)rid6 
of the ancients claiming all virtues and gootl qualilu?s 
wiiatsoever, the only key to their beliavioiir. Vice, 
or at least the appearance of vice, becomes abs«jlutely 
ifMpii*-!!!* lo pass through the world with tolerable de- 
ctMicy, and the character of a man of .spirit. As Sir 
John Unite says, ‘they were sneaking dogs, and 
alraid of being damned in those day.s;’ but we are 
bettor informed and tear nothing but the appearance 
of too much vinue, l*o s<H:ure the nobility, gentry, 
and ollu*rs from so shocking an imputation, a friend 
of mine will .sp<*edily pre.scnt the world wdth a curious 
piece. co;nj)iU‘d from the prat tice and principles of the 
present times, entitled, A *New Treatise on Kihics; 
or, a System of Immoral Philosophy. In this work 
•he has in^au'il at large of modern modesty, shown the 
excellence and utility of immorality, and considered 
drinking, whoring, fighting, and gaming, as the four ^ 
eurdinal vice^t, o'- in other words, the principal cousti- 
tuents of bucks, bloods, and fine gentlemen. 

O. 
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Nan iu eorpui eras sine />ecfor«.— IIOU. 

Without & mind a mau but an ape, 

A mere brute body in a human shape. 

Good-kature i« to the mind, what beauty is to 
the body ; and an agn'cable disposition creates a 
love and esteem for us in the rest of mankind, as 
a handsome person recominends us to the good graces 
of the fair sex. It may be farilier observi*d, that 
any little defait in point of figure is sooner overlook- 
ed, than a sourness m the temper ; and we conceive 
a more lasting disgust at a morose churlishness of 
manners, than at a hump-back or a pair of bandy legs. 
Good-nature is, indeed, so amiable a qualification, 
tliat every man would be thought to possess it : and 
the ladies themselves w'ould no more like to be accused 
of a perverse turn of mind, than of an unhappy cast of 
feaiutes. Hence it proceeds, that those iinfortiirjate 
stale virgins, usually calUsl old maids, have both these 
heavy censures thrown upon them ; and are at once 
condemned as ugly and ill-natured. 

Some person.s are (according to the strict import of 
the phrase itself) born good-natured. These fortunate 
people are easy in themselves, and agreeable to all 
about them. They are, as it were, constitutionally 
pleasing ; and can lio more fail of being afiable and 
engaging in conversation, than a Hamilton or a Co- 
ventry can be otherwise than beautiful or charming. 
^ yet It is the duty even of those, who are naturally 
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eiido\\c<i MMihnhc nott parta of (ouver'^ation,' to be 
4 iielul not lo depravt or abuse them They mint not 
rth too conbdcnlly on tluMr native swwtness ol dis- 
position lor \SL should no more esteem a man, who 
disiovtied i nc,rh^^iu( oi pleasing than we should 
admire a b(«iut\, who was an intolerable slattcm. 
Nor on the other hind should they let their good- 
nniurt run lo an e\(is> ot compliment and extravagant 
civibiv lor an mgigiug Uinper has bivii as often 
spoiled by tills iroublisoinc pohn ness, w a line shape 
Ins been stjueezod into frightful distortions by tignt 
stays and a tim complexion ttuut Iv ruined by paint, 
Ikit li this can is nquisite even in thosi lew, who 
are blest with this native (oinplanncy and good hu- 
mour, how necessarv is it for the generality of man- 
kind to laboui it rectifying the irregularities in their 
teiiipei * Tor this purpe^-a? it would lx fully suiheient, 
if tlicy would iiiiploy hilf tlu art lo cultivate their 
ninid", that is. daily used to set oft their persons To 
this iniporlaut end, not only the temaU delicacies of 
paint and tsstiue are callici in as auxiliaries to the 
embroidered suits Aiid Ficnch jierukcs but tins anxiety 
to supply any personal defect has set the invention of 
artificers to work with sri much carnestnc^, that there 
IS scarce any c Menial blemish, which may not be re- 
moved or (oncealtd. and however unkindly nature 
may have dealt with you, you may by their assistniifce 
br made a model for a statuary, or a pattern for a 
painter to study If you want an inch in height, your 
shoemaker can supply it, and your hosier can furnish 
you with a pair of calves, tliat may )Hit an Inshman 
to the blush An irregularity in your shape can bi 
made invisible by your tailor, or at haat by the artitl 
near the Ilaymarket, who tdaily givc*s notice, that 
he makes steel slays for ail those who are mclmed 
to be crookedL There are vanous beautifying lotjoiis 
and cosmetics, that will cure spots and freckles in the 
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complexion, and combs and ungtientf^ that will changf' 
red hair to the finest brown. Do you want an eye I 
Taylor will fill the vacant socket with as bright a 
piercer, as the family of the JVntwea/.les can boast. 
Or is your mouth deficient for want of teeth I Paul 
Julliun (to use his own phrase) will rectify your hefid, 
and will fix a set in your gums as even and as wliito, 
ns ever adorned the mouth of a chimney-sweeper. 
Those, and many other inventions no less curloii;? and 
extraordinary, have bet'ii devised : and there are no 
operations, however ])ainful, which have not been sub- 
mitted to with patience to concpier personal det'onni- 
ties. I know a gentleman, who went through the 
agony of having his leg broke a ser;ond time, because 
it had bt?en set awry : and I remember a lady, who 
died of a cancer in her breast, occasioneil by the ap- 
plication of repelling plasters to keep back her milk, 
that the beatify of her m^ck might not bo destroyed. 
1 most heartily wish the same resolution was disco- 
vered in improving the disposition. Tally in that 
part of his Offices, where he speaks of grace, tells U3 
* that it is destroyed by any violent perturbations 
either of the body or mind.’ It is a pity that man- 
kind cannot be reconciled to this opinion ; since it is 
likely, they would spare no pains in cultivating their 
minds, if it tended to adorn their persons. Yet if is 
certain, that u man makes a worse figure w'ith an 
ignorant pate, than an unpowderod penikt? ; and that 
knowledge is a greater ornmnent to the head, than a 
bag or a smart cocked hat; that anger site like a 
blood-shot in the eyes, while good- nature lights them 
up with smiles, and makes every feature in the face 
charming and agreeable. 

The difficulty of being convinced, that we want 
this social turn, is the grand reason, that so little 
pains are taken to acquire and perfect it. Would a 
J0isi once be persuad^ of any irregularity in his tem- 
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per, he would « find the blemishes of the mind more 
easily corrected, and amended, than tlV^ detects and 
derorinitie^ of the body : hut alas ! every man is in 
his own opinion sensible and good humoured. It is, 
indeed, possible to convince us, that we have a bad 
complexion or an awkward deportment, which we en- 
deavour to amend by washes and a dancing-master ; 
but when the mind is accused, self-adulation, the most 
fatal .s{}ecies of flattery, makes us cajole ourselves into 
a belief, that the fault is not in our own disposition, 
but in that of our companions ; as the mad irdiabitanU 
of Moor*fields conclude all, that come to visit them, 
out of their sunses. Tliia foolish flattery it is, that 
makes us think ourselves inflexibly in llie right, while 
w'e are obstinately wrong, and prevents our receiving 
or communicating any pleasure in society. A whim- 
sical pei*8on complains of the fickieness of his acquaint- 
ance, and constantly accuses them of fancy and caprice; 
and there never was an instance of a positive untoward 
man, that did not continually rail at the perverseness 
and obstinacy of Uie rest of the world. A modera 
buck damns you fur a sullen fellow, ii you refuse a 
pint bumper, and looks upon you as a sneaking scoun- 
drel, if you decline enieriiig into any of his wild 
pranks, and do not choose to lie all night in the round* 
house. The untraciable luiraorist, while he disgusts 
all tliat are about Kim, conceives himself to be fha 
person affronted, and laments that there is no harmony 
in the conversation, though he is himself the only one 
that plays out of tune. It is true, indeed, that ‘ the, 
eye sees not itself but w^hen this blind partiality is 
carried so far, as to induce us to believe those guilty 
of the folly, who make us sensible of it, it js surely ae 
absurd as to imagine, dial the hair-hp or carbuncled 
nose, a man sees in the glass, oelongs to the figure in 
the mirror, and not to his own face- 

Perfection is no more to be expected in the minds of 
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men than in their per‘soris natural defects and irri- 
gul iiiMes m both must be overlooked and ivu'iccl 
Bu{ then equal atltntion should bi' pud to both, and 
we should not be inxious to cioibe tin person, niul it 
the same inne let the mind go naked Wi should bo 
equally assiiiiioiis to obtain knou Udge and Mrtm , 
to put oil hi( < ind velvet , and n h« n our minds an 
completely drossiil, wo should tiki c irc lint good- 
nature and romptacency iniiiioiKc and direct ttu xihole* 
tvhuh Mill di ow tin saniognct ovn oui virtnib and 
good qiidmn as fiiu clothes rt(fi\t. Irom bung < nt 
aci u >g o till lasluon In oidor to actjuiri ihe^e 
good q ahin4 we should c \ nunu oursdvts imp ir 
tially and not eiect oiirselvc's into judgi s, ind tic it 
all the resi oi mankind likt cninui ils Would ii not 
be highly ridn.iiU)us in a person of qiidity to go to 
court ill a ruff a cloik a pur of trunk-hosi ancl ihi 
hab t worn in the dav«* of Ouecn Kh/ ib< du and while 
he strutU*d about in this uitiquiUd girb, to accust all 
the rest ot the world ol b< in^ out ot the 1 isluo i 

I cannot lomludc better thin with t p\s igi fiom 
Swift’a Talc ol a 1 ub whin tlu strut iMulogy 
between the clothing t»t the mmd ind th» bod) is 
humorously poiiucd out ‘ M in siys hi, * is a 
Micro C^oat. As to his bod> tluu i in be no doubt, 
but oxanuno even iht aiquunncnls ot his mmd, )ou 
will find them all coninbuti in tin ir order towards 
furnishing out an exact ditss Ti msiinci no more , 
13 not Hiiig'on a cloak, lI(VHst\ a pur ol shoes woin 
out in the dirt Self-love a sourtout \ anity a shirt, 
and Consr leni e a pair of brecibes, which, though a 
cover tor lewdnoss as well as nistunss, is cosilv '^lipt 
down for jfic service of both 

O. 
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.V7C. THURSDAY/ JULY 10, 1756. 


I’omerh hue ttifaku konos^ hue omnU uraOi 

Cesstt aihOT: re<vquuni pulruft furnaubuB enses t ^ 

<‘iusi:cft jamquc sofianl : U bellt) Usitera iig'tum. 

VIRG- 

The pt'glftolod, and forgot the plough, 

Tite rustic knits his politician brow : 

lii.^ gratnUtre’s rusty sword he longs to wield, 

While guiLs, drums, trumpets, call him to the field. 

Tiu: British Jiion, who hns for a long (ime past 
been a pas^ivo couciiarit beabt, or at most been heard 
to growl and grumble, now begins to roar again. His 
tnnuondous voice has roused the whole nation, and tha • 
irioancsl of the p(;oplo breathe nothing but war and 
revenge. The cncroaclmients of the French on our 
colonies are the general topic of conversation, and the 
popular cry now runs, New England for ever ! Peace 
war has been the Mjbject of bets at White’s, as well 
as the debates ai the Robin Hood : and ‘ a fleet roast- 
ing. new world’s new dreas, the colonies in a ropfi^, 
&:c.’ were last Sunday, the subjects of a prayer and 
lecture at the Oratory in CIare>Market. The Uieatres 
also, before they closed the sieason, entertained us with 
several warlike dramas : The Press-Gang was exhi- 
ibited at Covent-Garden ; and at Drury- Lane the same 
sea, that rolled it’s canvas billows in pantomime at 
the beginning of the season to carry Harlequin to 
China, was again put in motion to transport our sailon 
to North America. At present ^he streets ring with 
the martial strains of our ballad-singers, who are en- 
deavouring, like TyrUeus of old| to rouse their fellow 
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coantiymen to battle ; while all thoioolite world are 
hurrying to Portsmouth too see meck-fights, and be 
^regaled with pickled^pock and sea-biscuit on board the 
Admiral. 

This posture of affairs has occasioned politics, which 
have be^ long neglected as studies useless and imperti- 
nent, to become once more fashionable. Religion and 
politics, though they naturally demand our constant at- 
tention, are only cultivated in England by fits. Chris- 
tianity sleeps among us, unless roused by the appre- 
hensions of a plague, an earthquake, or a Jew- Bill : 
and we are alarmed for a while at the sudden news of 
an invasion or a rebellion ; but, as soon as the danger 
is over, the Englishman, like the soldier recovered 
from his fright occasioned by Queen Mab's drumming 
in his ear, * swears a prayer or two, and slee{>s again.’ 
To preach up public spirit, is at some seasons only 
blowing a dead coal ; but at others, an accidental blast 
, kindles the embers, and they mount into flame in m 
instant. The reign of politics seems at present to be 
le-commencing. Our newspapers contain dark hint:> 
and shrewd conjectures from the Hague, Paris, and 
Madrid ; and the lie of the day is artfully contrived 
to influence the rise and fall of the money-barometer 
in ’Change-Alley. This is the present state of polities 
within the bills of mortality ; of which I sliall now 
take no further notice, but submit to the perusal of 
my readers the following letter from cousin Village on 
the same important subject. 

DEAR COUSIN, , Junc 30, 1765. 

War, though it has not laid our fields waste or made 
our cities desolate, engrosses almost all the attention of 
place. Every fs^nn-house sw arms with politicians, 
who lay their wise heads together for the good of the 
nation ; and at every petty cliandler’s shop in town, 
white the half quarterns of tea are w^eighed out. the 
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balance of EurofK is adjusted. The preparations now 
making by sea and land are as popular subjects as the 
price of corn or the broad-wheel act. Success to ouA 
noble admirals, and a speedy war, aje also as common 
toasts over a mug of ale as God speed the Plough, or a 
good harvest ; though it must owned, that some 
selfish country squires, who have not an equal share* of 
public spirit and love of their country with their fellow 
rustics, are somewhat apprehensive of the influence 
which a war may have upon the Land-tax. 

1 am at present on a visit to Sir Politic Hearty, who 
is one of those country gentlemen who so much prefer 
the public welfare to their own private interest, that 
they are more anxious about the alTairs of the nation 
than the care of their own estates. Sir Politic is mi- 
serable three days in the week for want of intelligence ; 
but his spirits revive at the sound of the postrhorn, 
when the mail brings him the London Evening Post, 
and a long letter of news from his nephew at the Tem- 
ple. These Sir Politic himself reads after dinner to 
me, the curate of the parish, and the town apothecary, 
whom he indulges with the run of his table for their 
deep insight into the proceedings of the government. 
He makes many shrewd remarks on every paragraph, 
and frequently takes the opinion of the two doctors 
(for he honours both jhe cui'ate and apothecary with 
that title) on the asterisks, dashes, and italics. No-, 
thing at hrst puzzled the honest baronet, and his privy 
council, so much os the aew seat of war. They very 
well knew the situation of Brussels, Ghent, Amweip, 
and other scenes of action in Flanders ; but Virginia, 
the Ohio, Oswego, &c. (to use a common phrase) . 
were quite out of their latitude. But this difficulty ia 
at length surmounted by thet Templar having trans- 
mitted to his uncle one of D’Anville's maps, by the 
help of which the baronet sometimes deitneatw the 
progress of the French up the Ohio in meafidm of 
vox., XXXI. r 
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port winding along the table, and sometimes demo- 
lishes the forts lately raised by the enemy in diHerent 
i^rts of our colonies. At present writing 1 am but 
just withdrawn from the taking of ( Vown Point, re- 
presented by a cork, and .'»toriTitKl by Sir l*ulitie at the 
bead of an army of cherry-stones. 

Sir Politic has, indeed, studiwl Monsieur IVAnville 
thoroughly : he has also licen very much taken up of 
late with the perusal of the Ilisiory ol the Six Na- 
tions ; so that he has scarce one idi*a in his head, that 
does not bear some relation to the West- Indies. We 
had some boiled beef the other day l(»r dinner, when 
the good knight ob.served, tliat la? should be glad to 

S artaku of a buttock, boiled in the war-kettle ; and 
e littd no sooner lighted his pipe, than the first puff 
of the tobacco threw him into some reJIeclions on the 
danger of Virginia. * By tlie bye,’ said the baronet, 
* 1 am a great admirer of the Indian oratory: and I 
dare say old Hendrick the Sachem would have made a 
good figure iu the Hous«? of (.'ommons. Tlu'ro is 
sometking very elegant in the ( .’ovenani-Belt ; but 
pray what a jmx are those damniKl Strings of W'ain- 

E um t J cannot find any account ufthem in Chambers’^ 
betionary.’ He then entered into a dissertation on 
the war-whoop ; and turning to the apothecary, * Doc- 
tor,’ said he, ‘ what do you think of scalping r 'flie 


doctor replied, ‘ that for his part he imagined it to be 
aomewdiat in the nature of an epispastic or bh.slor.’ 
‘ Ay,’ said the otlier reverend doctor, shaking his 
head, ‘ it is a very barbarous custom indeed ; thongh 
it is no wonder, since they have only had a few JesuitvS 
amon^ them ; so that tln>y have very little notion of 
Christiiuiily.’ 

War never fails of producing groundless and contra- 
dictory reports; and if Fame a lying jade in town, 
is the idlest gossip that ever i»poke in the country, 
have gained several viclohes in V'irgiuia, and 
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taktp sfMMal hut lo<it thorn all back ngiiti tho 

ru vt po^t \t onr turn «< burnt, sunk, toc»k, uul 
cIc^'IiomhI the whole French Htci, though it hud no^ 
stuied out o( Bust hitlKnii and bur lust wuk we 
••hoi oil j)or • Bos( n s u j;s and inad( Inm fight, 
Ido \V iih( niigtoii on his stmups till a letter hoiii 
5^11 Politic srupliiw fordiited thnupoit, and '»et tilt 
adiiiual on hi^ U/" i. un 

1 dll , dt u ( ousin, \our’-, - 
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puhhis t nui Mtm<t vtuu cmsttti et pts 

HOR 

V\ iS(h»ni tilth pcriitiiLs, with ra bCx k<i J^raic, 

( uui viith btvuol , c,<ittiiitv with ia((» 

TO MU TOWN 

SIR, 

1 RF Ml ytlur late paper, shining tlie dose analogy 
which clothing the bodv ht irs to adorning the inimi, 
and am thoioiiglilv persuachd, that the goueiality ui 
mankind would In as glad to embellish their nurids as 
to set off iheir person-., d tliey could procure know- 
ledge, VII tut and good-nature, with thi saim ease 
^lat they can furnish thcinsehes with the oniamcnts 
of the hod) The clown iii rug or duffel tan, at a 
moments w irnmg, be liirnished with a rompleie suit 
^ ol lace or embroidery fiom Mcmmouth-strei t , his 
long lank greasy hair may be exchanged in Middle- 
Uow lor a sinait bag or a jemmy scratch, and his 
clouted shoes, with the rough hobnails m die heel and 

p 2 
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sole clumping at every step, may be ^‘ansformed into a 
pair of dancing pumps at the Yorkshire warehouse, or 
the old Crispin in Craiibouru-alley. The draggled 
street-walker can rig herself with a clean smocks a 
linen gown, and a hat smartly cocked up behind and 
before, in Broad St. Giles’s ; or if she can afford it, 
every | awnbroker wrill let out a gold watch with 
coronets, a tissue or brockaded sack, and all tlie para- 
phernalia of a countr^ss. But where, Mr. Town, can 
these piH)ple go to clothe their minds, or at what shops 
are retailed sense and virtue? Honour and honesty are 
not to be purchased in Moiunouth-street ; knowledge 
is not infused into the head through the powder-putf; 
and, as good wine needs no bush, sense is not derived 
from the full-bottomed perriwig. The woman of the 
town, vamped up for show with paint, patches, plum- 
pers, and every external ornament that art can admi- 
nister, knows no method to beautify her mind. She 
cannot, for any price, buy chastity in Broad St. Giles's, 
or hire honesty from the pawnbroker’s. 

ft*eing, therefore, at one view, the difficulty in ob- 
taining the accomplishments of the miud, and the exact 
analogy they bear lo dress, 1 have been labouring this 
week past to remedy that inconvenience, and have at 
length devised a scheme, which will fully answer that 
purpose. In a word, then, 1 shall next winter open a 
Ahop or warehouse in the most publjc part of the town, 
under the name of a Mind-and-Body Clotliier ; two 
trades which, though never yet united, are so far from 
being incomnatible, that they are in their nature in- 
separable. 1 shall not only supply my friends with a 
liMt or a single virtue, but furnish them with compieCe 
tits of mind imd body from head to foot ; and by a 
*^certain secret art, in die form and texture of the things 
sold, the required virtues shall be as inherent in them 
as the materials of which they are composed. That 
such virtues may be transfused by clothes, is evident 
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from oxponcnce.* In the narrow extent of my reading, 
Mr. 'I'own, 1 remember to have met with an ueeount 
of Fortunatus’s wishing-cap, by wliich he could trans- 
port himself in an instant from one place to another: 
it is also well known, that tlm famous Jack the Giant- 
klJI(T possessed a sword of Sharpness, Shoos ol‘ Swift- 
ness, and a coal of Invisibility. Why then may not 
I st»ll a surtoiit of patriotism, or a sword of honour, 
and retail modesty and chastity to fine ladies in tifckcra 
and aprons. 

No one who duly considers the natural iniluenco, 
which clothesrommnnly have u]H>n their wearers, will 
objwt to my st!lieme as utterly impracticable. That 
a person can put on or throw off the internal habits of 
his mind together with his coat or his perriwig, is plain 
in very nuinerous instances. I'he young rouns<?llor, * 
wlio every morning in term-time takts fh<' measure of 
Westminster-llull w ith the importance of a judge uj)on 
the circuit, at onct» divests liunself of his gravity with 
the siarchcHl band and long robe, and resmne.*^ the 
spirit of a buck together with the sword and ba^wig. 
In the same manner the orthodox vicar once a week 
WTaps himself up in piety and virtue with his canont* 

, cals ; which qualities are as easily cast off again as his 
surplice : and for the rest of the week he wears the 
dress as well as the manners of his fox-hunting patron.^ 
We may leani tjm disposition of a man by his apparel, 
as we know' the trade of the carpenttT by his leathern 
apron, or a soldier by hisced coat. When we sec a 
snuff-coloured suit of ditto with bolus buttons, a metal 
headed cane, and an enormous bushy grizzle, we as 
readily know* the wearer to be a disjienser of life and 
death, as if we had seen him ]munding a mortar or 
brandishing a clyster-pipe. The different aflc'Ctions of 
the mind have been distinguished by different cr)lours; 
as scarlet has been made to represent valour, ytdlow to 
denote jealousy, and true blue to signify integrity, 
p 3 
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Thus Tvc may likewise discover alUthe virtues and 
vices lurking in the different parts of the apparel. 
When at a city feast 1 see the guests tucking their 
napkins into their shirt collars, as if they were all of 
them going to hv sliaved 4 I very well know that their 
thoughts wear a different dress than when in the Alley : 
and wlicn the antiquated toast is laying on her complex- 
ion at the toilette, and repairing the ruins of beauty, 
what is she doing but patching her mind with pride and 
conceit ? in a word, 1 can discover impudence staring 
from the bold cock of a Kavenhuller. parsimony skulk- 
ing in a darned stCK'king, coquetry spread out in a 
houp-petticoaU and foppery dangling from a shoulder- 
knot. 1 often please myself with thus remarking the 
various dresses of the mind ; and by the clue you have 
^ already given us, 1 have been able to unfold the in- 
most linings of the heart, and dis(;over ‘ the very stuff 
of the thoughts.' 

It must, however, be owned, that in these matters 
the nicest penetration may be imposed on; since, in’ 
the present random method of dressing, many persons 
appear in masquerade. 'Fhis inconvenience, among 
Others, will be remedied by my project ; for, as who- 
^^ver deals with me, will at once clothe his mind and. 
nfs body, the whole town will be dressed in character. 
Thu|^ a chimney-sweeper or a plough-boy put on a 
suit of embroidery, a sword, bag-w^jg, &c. they will 
at the same time invest themselves with the internal 
dignity of a person of quality : ray lady's youngest 
son may buy courage with his regimentals, and ortho- 
doxy may be purchased at the same time with a gown , 
and cassock by the young smarts from the universities. 
My aebeme also further recommends itself, by laying 
open the oply path toc virtue and knowledge, that the 
world will ch^ae to follow : for, as my clothes will 
always be cut according to the newest and most ele- 
gant manneri these quahfications of the mind, inherent 

3 
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in them, must ciecessarily come into fashion. Thus ' 
our tine gentlemen will learn morality under their yalet 
de chambre ; and a young lady of fashion will acquire 
new accomplishments with every new riband, and 
become virtuous as well as beautiful at her toilette. I 
depend on your readiness to promote my scheme ; but 
what 1 most earnestly intreat of you, Mr. Town, is 
to use your utmost interest with the polite world, but 
especially with the ladies, not to discard clothes en* 
tirely ; as by such a resolution my scheme must be 
defeated : and, indeed, it will not be in the power of 
man to give them virtue, if they determine to go 
naked. 

As knowledge and virtue can never be sufficiently 
diffused, my warehouse will be calculated for general 
use, and stored with large assortments of all kinds of 
virtues dresses, that I may suit persons of what* 
ever denomination. Physicians may lx* furnished from 
my shop with gravity and learning in tlie tycs of a 
perriwig ; serjeants at law may be fitted with a com* 
petent knowledge of reports under a coif ; and young , 
counsellors may be endued with a sufficient fund of 
eloquence for the circuits, in a smart lye between a 
bob aud a flow, contrived to cover a toupet I shall 
sell religion to country parsons in pudding-sleeves, 
and to young town curates just come from the univer- 
sity, in doctor^’ scarfs and full grizzles : I shall have 
some pious ejaculations, whinings, and groans, ready 
cut out in leathern aprons and blue frocks, for the 
preaching fraternity of carpenters, bricklayers, tallow- 
chandlers and butchers, at the Tabernacle and Foundcry 
in Moor-fields. B'or our military gentlemen designed 
to go abroad, 1 shall have several parcels of true Bri- 
tish courage woven in a variety of cockades and 
sword-knots ; and for our fine gentlemen, who stay at 
home} I have provided a proper quantity of French 
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Bagntollc, in cut velvet, lace and embfoidory, neat a? 
imported. 

As the ladies, I suppose, will all of tliem to a 
woman, be desirous of purchasing beauty with every 
branch of the I'einalo apparel, I am afraid I shall not 
be able to answer their demands ; but I shall have 
several drosses, whi(‘h will make up for the want of it. 
1 shall luive rinatncss done up in a great variety of 
plain linen ; derency and discretion in several patterns 
for mobs, hoods, and nightgowns ; together with 
modesty disposed into tuckers, kerchiefs for the neck, 
stays that almost meet the chin, and petticoats that 
touch the ground. I shaU also have a small portion of 
chastity knit into garters, and twisted into laces for 
the stays, very ]>roper to be worn at masquerades and 
assemblies. 

[ had almost forgot to mention, that aftiihors, who 
are often in equal want of sense and clothes shall be 
tilted out by me with both at once on very reasonable 
rates. As for yourself, Mr. Tovvti, I shall beg leave 
to present you with an entire suit of superfine wit and 
humour, warranted to wear well, and appear credit- 
able, and in which no author would be ashamed to be 
seen. 

I am, Sir, your humble Servant, 

W, Eutrafelus Trim. 
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N- 78. THURSDAY, JULY % 4 , 1755, 


JEiatu cujutque notandi sunt libi mores, 

HOR. 

What foibles wait on life through evVy stage! 

Our youth a wiid-fire, and a frost our age ! 

TO MR. TOWxN. 


SIR, 

Nothing is more necessary, in order to wear off any 
particularities in our behaviour, or to root out any 
perverseness in our opinions, than mixing with persons 
of ages and occupations diflerent from our own. Who- 
soever confines himself entirely to the society of those 
who are engaged in the same pursuits, and whose 
thoughts naturally take the same turn with his own, 
acquires a certain stiffness and pedantry of l^ehaviour, 
which is sure to make turn disagrec^jiblc, except in one 
particular set of company. Instead of cramping the 
mind by keeping it within so narrow a circle, we 
ehould endeavour to enlarge it by every worthy notion 
and accomplishment ; and temper each qualification 
with its opposite, as the four elements are compounded 
in our natural frame. 

The necessity of thi^ free conversation, to open and 
improve the mind, is evident from the consequences, 
which always follow a neglect of it The employment 
each man is engaged in wholly engrosses his aiiention^ 
and tinges the mind with a peculiar die, which shows ^ 
itself in all the operations W it, unless prevented by 
natural good sense or a liberal education. The phy- 
sician, the lawyer, and the tradesman, will appear in 
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company, though none of those occupations are the 
subject of discourse ; and the clergyman will grow 
morose and severe, who seldom or never converse*^ 
with the laity, Jf no particular profession has this 
influence over uh, some darling pa.ssion or amusement 
gives a colour to our thoughts and actions, and makes 
113 odious, or at least ridiculous. Fine ladies, for in- 
stance, by despising the conversation of sensible men, 
can talk ul* iiotliing but routs, balls, assemblies, birth- 
day suits, and intrigues : and fine gentlemen, for the 
same reason, of almost nothing at all. In like man- 
ner, the furious partisan, 'who has not been weaned 
from a mad attachmtnl to particular principles, is 
weak enough to imagine every man of a different way 
of thinking a fool and a scoundrel; and the sectary or 
ssealot devotes to eternal damnation all those, w ho will 
not go to Heaven in the same road with himself, 
under the guidance of Whitfield, Wesley, or Count 
Zinzendorffl To the same cause we owe the rough 
country squire, whoso ideas are wholly bent on guns, 
dogs, horses, and game; and who has every thing 
about him of a piece with his diversions. His hall 
must be adorned with stags’ heads, instead of busts 
and statues; and in the room of family pictures, you 
will see prints of the most famous stallions and race- 
horses ; all hivS doors open and shut with foxes feet ; 
and even the buttons ot his clothes are impressed with 
the figures of clogs, foxes, stags, and horses. I'o this 
absurd practice of cultivating only one set of ideas, 
and shutting ourselves out frcfin any intercourse with 
the rest of the world, is owing that narrow'ness of 
mind, which has infected the conversation of the po- 
lite world w ith insipidity, made loughiu^s and bru- 
tality the characteristics of a mere country gentleman, 
and produced tlie most fatal consequences in politics 
and religion. 

^ But if this commerce with the generality of man- 
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kind is so necessfry to remove any impressions, whicli 
w'c may be liable to receive from any particular em- 
ployment or darling amusement, what precautions 
ought (0 be used, in order to remedy the inconveni- 
encies naturally brought* on us by the different ages of 
life ! It is not certain, that a person vrill be cMigaged 
in any profession, or given up to any peculiar kind of 
pleasure : but the mind of every man is subj<xrt to the 
incbnatiori'' arising from the several stages of his ex- 
istence, as well as his body to chronical distempera. 
I'hi^ indeed, Mr. 'I'ow'ti, is the principal cauMi of my 
writing to you ; for it has often given me great con- 
cern to see the present division between the young and 
the old; to observe elderly men funning ilieinselvcs 
into clubs and societies, that they may be more securely 
separated from youth ; and to see young men running 
into dissipation and debauchery, ratiier than assoemte 
with age. If each party would labour to conform to 
the other, from .such a coalition many advantages 
would accrue lo both. Our youth would be instructed 
by the (iX|>crience of age, and lose much of that levity, 
which they retain too long: while at the same lime 
the wrinkled brow of the aged would be smoothed by 
the sprightly cheerfulness of youth: by which they 
jnight supply the want of spirits, forget the loss of old 
friends, and bear witli ease all their worldly mislbr- 
luiies. It is roinarkablo, .that those young men are 
the most worthy and sensible, who have kept up any 
intercourse w'ith the old : and that those old men are 
of the most cheerful and amiable disposition, who 
J^a'Vo not been ashamed to converse with the young. 

I will not pretend to decide, which party is most 
^blameable in neglecting this necessary commerce with 
each other ; winch, if properly managed, would be at 
once so beneficial and delightful : but it undoubtedly 
ansos from a certain selfishness and obstinacy in both, 
which will not suiter them to make a mutual allowance 
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for the natural difference of their dis^)Osition9. Their 
inclinations are, indeed, as different as their years ; 
yet each expects the other to Comply, though neither 
ivill make any advances. How rarely do we see thej 
least degree of society preserved between a father and 
son ! a shocking reflection, when we consider that na- 
ture has endeavoured to unite them by parental affec- 
tion on one side, and filial gratitude on the other. 
Yet a father and son as seldom live together with any 
tolerable harmony, as a husband or wife ; and chiefly 
for the same reason : for though they are both joined 
under the same yoke, yet they are each tugging dif- 
ferent ways. A father might as well expect his son 
to be as gouty and infirm as himself, as to have the 
disposition which he has contracted from age ; and a 
son might as reasonably desire the vigour and vivacity 
of five and twenty, as his own love of gaiety and 
diversions, in his father. It is therefore evident, that 
a mutual endeavour to conform to each other is ab- 
solutely requisite to keep together the cement of na- 
tural affection, which an untractable stubbornness so 
frequently dissolves ; or at least, if it does not disturb 
the affection, it constantly destroys the society be- 
tween father and son. * 

This unhappy and unnatural division is often the 
subject of complaint in persons of both ages ; but is 
still unremedied, because neither reflect on the cause 
whence it proceeds. Old men are perpetually coni- 
mehting on the extreme levity of the times, and 
blaming the young, because they do not admire and 
court their company : which, indeed, is no wondee,. 
since they generally treat their youthful companions as 
mere children, unc} expect such a slavish deference to 
their years, as destroys that equality by which checr- 
fulness and society subsists. Young men do not like 
to be chid by a proverb, or reproved by a wrinkle : 
but though they do not choose to be corrected by 
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their grave sentofs like school-boys, they would be 
proud to consult them as friends ; which the injudicious 
severity of old age seldom will permit, not deigning 
^to indulge them with so great a degree of freedom and 
familiarity. Youth, on the other hand, shun the com- 
pany of age, complaining of the small regard and re- 
spect paid to them, though they often act with so 
little reserve and such uub^oming confidence, as not 
to dese.ve it. Suppose the old were pleaseti with the 
natural flow of spirits and lively conversation of youth, 
still some respect may be challenged as due to them ; 
nor should the decency and sobriety of their characters 
ever be insulted by any improper or immodest con- 
versation. 

t am an old man myself, Mr. Town, and T have 
an only boy, whose behaviour to mo is unexception- 
able : permit me, therefore, to dwell a momenl loii^r 
on my favourite subject, and I will conclude. With 
what harmony might all parents and children live to- 
gether, if the father would strive to soften the rigour 
of age, and remember that his son must naturally pos- 
sess those qualities, which ever accompany youth ; and 
if the son would in return endeavour to suit himself to 
^those infirmities, which his father received from old 
age ! If they would reciprocally study to be agreeable 
to each other, the father would insensibly substitute 
affection in the room of authority, and lose the churlish 
severity and peevishness incident to his years : while 
the son would curb the unbecoming impetuosity of his 
youth, change his reluctance to obey into a constant 
idientiori to please, and remit much of his extreme 
gaiety ia conformity to the gravity of his father. 
Wherever such a turn of mind is encouraged, there 
most be happiness and agreeable %ociety : and the con- 
trary qualities of youth and age, thus blended, com- 
pose the surest cement of affection ; as colours of the 
most opposite tints, by a skilful mixture, each giving 
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and receiving certain shades, will form a picture, the 
most heightened and exquisite in itV colouring, 

I am, Sir, your most humble servant, 

John Bevil. 


N'’79, THURSDAY, JULY 31, 1755. 


~ ‘ O /«*, liolfanet cerebri 

jh'elaem! aieham Utatusy cum qmdlihet ille 

GarriTi'tf VICOS, UTbem lauitaiel , — 1^0 FJ 

Silent 1 sai(J,0 happiest lieadofcit, 

Wall lirain uncumberM, and the load of wit ^ 

From stieet to >treet htill rambling up and down, 

While all his talk was still of London town. 

MR, VILLAGE TO MU. TOWN. 

DEAR COUSIN, 

1 nwE been very much diverted with your obser>^ 
vationa on the honest tradesmen, who make weekly 
excursions into the villages about town ; and I agree 
with you, that the generality of your citizens seldom 
dare trust themselves out of the sight of London 
smoke, or extend their imvels further than with their 
waives and children in the W'andsvvorth double post- 
chaise, or the Hampton long coach. Bui we may now. 
and then pick up a stray citizen, vrhom business ha.<i 
dragged beyond the bills of mortality, as it liappened 
to myself the other day about forty miles from Lon- 
don ; and as 1 was mightily pleased with his behaviour 
and conversation, 1 have taken the liberty to send you 
an accouut of it. 
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caught ip a shower upon the road^ I was glad 
to take shelter at the first inn 1 came to ; wliich, if it 
hod not been railed the New Inn, 1 should have 
thought, from its antique appearance, had been a 
hou-^e of eiitortHinmeni in the time of our great grand- 
faihgrs 1 had scarce aliglited, when a strange figure, 
(dri\eii thitluT, as I supposed, on the same account 
w’th myself,) came soberly jogging into die yard, 
dripping wet. As he waited feu* the steps before he 
wtujid \entnre to got t)fl‘ Ins htjjjse. i had the oppor- 
tiin't\ ol 'urs eying his whole apjaarance. He was 
wraj)ped up in an tdd thread-ban weatherbeaten sur- 
lout, wlneij I bi lieve had once been scarlet . the cape 
was pulled over lus head, and buttiuied up close round 
his face ; and his hat was flapped dc)\vii on cash side, 
and fastened about his ears with a list garter tied 
tuidcr liH chin. He wore upon his legs something 
that rt'sembled spatterd:ishe.s, which (as I alterwards 
learned) w(Me cut out of an old pairol bools; but bis 
right shoe was considerably larger than the oilier, and 
had several slits in die upper leather. He had spur«j 
on, indeed, bin widioui lowels; ami by way of whip, 
a worm-emeu cane, with a bone head studded with 
brass jiins, hung from his wrist by a string of greasy 
black leather. 

I soon found I was nobody : fur the gentleman, it 
seems, took up the whole attention of the maid, niiiJ- 
tress, and hostler, who all of them gpt round him, and 
with much difliculty. by tjie assistance of the steps, 
helped him dow'n. JVIy landlady, bt‘tore it was yios- 
sjble ior her to see any part ol him but his nose, told 
him “ he looked brave and jolly and when she had 
led him into the kitchen, she fetched a large glass of 
what she called “ her own w'algr,” which (she said) 
would dnve the cold out oi his stomach. All hands 
were now busied in draw ing off hi.s surtout, which dis- 
covered underneath a full-trimmed white coat, add a 
Q 2 
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black velvet waistcoat with a braa<E gold lace very 
much tarnished. The surtout was hung to dry by the 
fire as well as his coat, the place of which was supplied 
by a long ridirtg-hood of my landlady ; and as the 
gentleman complained of having suftered by loss of 
leather, the maid was dispatched to the doctor’s for 
some diachylon. The usual question now succeeded, 
concerning dinner; and as he observed 1 was all alone, 
he very courteously asked me to join company, which 
1 as readily agreed tOj^ 

The important business of dinner being settled, vrc 
adjourned iij^to a private room, when my feilow-guest 
told me of his own mere act and motion, that he lived 
in London ; that for these twenty years he had always 
come to the town we were now in, once a year, to re- 
ceive money, and take ordere for goods ; and that he 
had always put up at this house. He then run on in 
the praises of the landlady ; and tip})iug me a wink, 
^ Ay,’ says he, * she has been a clever woman in her 
time, before she l>ore children.’ He added, that fpr 
his part he did not like your great inns ; for that they 
never looked upon any thing under a couch and six. 
He further informed me, that he w as married to his 
present wife in the first mayoralty of Alderman Par- 
sons, and in the very waistcoat he had on : * but,’ 
says he, ‘ I now wear it only on a journey ; because, 
you know, a bit of lace commands respect upon the 
road.’ On inquiring about his family, I found he 
three boys ; one of whom was bound ’prentice to 
himself ; the other was sent to sea, because he was a 
wild one ; and the youngest he di'signed to a make a 

f rson, because he wa.s grave, and' his play-fellows at 
wle’s school used to call him Bishop. 

All this while he had sat in my landlady’s riding- 
od, with a linen night-cap on his head tied on the 
lop with a piece of black ribWnd, which (he told me) 
he always rode in, because it was cooler than a wig. 
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But the saddle-bags were now ordered in ; and out of 
one of them lie drew a large flowing grizzle carefully 
buckled, which he combed out liiinsell. borrowing 
some flour Irom the kitchen drudger. Ilis apatter- 
dcL^lies were next taken ofl, and his shoes wiped with 
a wisp of hay; when being aswiired by the landlady 
herself, that his coat was dry enough to put on, he 
completely <'qiiippe<l himself, in order to wait on 
several tradesmen, with whom he had dealings, after 
dinner. As this was not quite ready, we took u walk 
to the stables to see lus mare: and though the beast 
seemed as lean and harmless as Sancbo’s ass, he 
assured me he had much ado to ride her, she was so 
frisky ; * for she had not run in the chaise these two 
Sundays past,' 

Being summoned to dinner, we sat down to a repost 
of mutton chops and sheeps hearts, wliich hist he de- 
clared to be tlie wliolosomest eating in the world. He 
objei'tcd to wine, because (here was not a drop good 
for any thing to be got upon the road ; but he vastly 
rticommended my landUdy's home-brewed, which he 
aftirmed to be better than llogsden ale, or the Thatch 
beer at Islington. Our meal being ended, my com- 
panion took his pifie ; and we laid our heads together 
for the good of the nation, w'hen we mauled the French 
terribly both by land and sea. At last, among other 
talk, he happened to ask me, if I lived in the city ? 
As 1 was desirous of hea^ng his remarks, I answered, 
that I had never seen I^ndon. ‘ Never seen it V* 
^ he, ‘ Then you have never seen one of tlie fin€?st 
sights in the whole world. Paris is but a dog-hole to 
it.’ There luckily hung a large map of London over 
the chimney-piece, which he jmmediately made me 
get from my chair to look at* ‘ There,’ aaya be, 
‘ there’s London for you. — You see it is bigger than 
the map of all England.’ He then led me about, with 
the end of his pipe, through all the principal streets 
Q 3 
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from Hyde-Park to Whiiechapei.- That,’ says he, 
‘ is the River Thames — There’s Lor don Bridge — 
There my Lord Mayor lives 'I'liai’s Poule’s— There 
the Monument stands: and now, il you was but on 
the top of it, you might see all the houses und churches 
in IjondoD.* J expressed my asionishmenl at every 
particular : but i could hardly refrain laughing, when 
pointing out to me LincolnVlnn Fields — ‘ There,’ 
said he, * there all the .noblemen live.’ At last, after 
Itaving transported me all over the town, he set me 
down in (’heapside, * which,’ he said, * was the 
biggest street in the city.’ — And now,’ says ho, ‘ I’ll 
show you where I live. — That's Bow-(’hiirch'-and 
thereabouts - where my pipe is -there - just there my 
shop stands.’ lie concluded with a kind invitation to 
me to come and see him ; and pulling out a book of 
patterns from his coat pocket, a.ssured me, that if 1 
wanted any thing in his way, he could alFord to let 
me have a bargain. 

I promisetl to call upon him ; and the weather now 
clearing up, after settling the balance of our reckoning 
with the landlady, we took leave of each other : but 
just as 1 had mounted my horse, and was going to set 
forward, my new actjuaiatance came up to me, and 
shaking me by the hand, — ‘ Hearkye,’ says he, ‘ if 
you will be in town by the twenty-filth of this instant 
July, I will introduce you to the Cockney’s Feast ; 
where, I assure you, you’ll be mighty merry, and 
hear a great many good songs.’ 

T. 1 am^ dear Cousin, your’s, &c. 
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N- 80. THURSDAY, AUGUST 7, 1755. 


Xulia V hi cur a intuca, nec mentio Jiet 
Diimnoiu . 1 . — — — 

JJLTV. 

What thuiich tlw* g[*ou«c h« ruiiiM, whereV the bin, 

By inaduoi’s fj‘it*nd.h, bu dear, so near akin ? 

TO MR. TOWN. 

SIR, 

Ir polygamy was allowed in (his country, I am sure 
I might maintain a Heraglio of wiv(M at less expense^ 
than 1 have brought upon myself by marrying one 
wuifiuii. One did I say ? Alas! I find it, to my cost, 
that a wife, like a polypus, has the power of dividing 
and multiplying herself into as many bodies as she 
pleases. You must know, Mr. Town, I took a 
woman of small fortune, and made her my own flesh 
and blood : but I never thought, that all her relations 
would likewise fasten on me with as little ceremony as 
a colony of fleas. I had scarce brought her home, be* 
lore I was obliged to marry her mother ; then I was 
prevailed upon to marry her two maiden sisters; 
after that I married her aifnts ; then her cousins ; in ' 
short, 1 am now married to the whole generation of 
them. I do not exaggerate matters, when I say that 
1 am married to them all ; for they claim as much 
right to every thing that is mine, a.s the person whom 
the world calls my wife. They eat, dnnk, and sleep 
with me : every room in my house is at their com- 
mand, except my bed-chamber : they borrow money 
of me ; and since 1 have the whole family quarteited 
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upon me, what signifies which of thtm lakes upon her 
my name, — my wife, her sister, or her* twentieth 
cousin ? 

O, Mr. Town ! I never sit down to table without 
the lamentable prospect of seeing as much victual? 
consumc'd as would dine a whole vestry. So many 
mouths constantly going at my expense ! — And then 
there is such a variety of provisions ! for cousin Biddy 
likes one dish ; my aunt llachael is fond of another ; 
sister Molly cannot abide this ; and mother could 
never touch that ; though 1 find they are all of them 
unanimous in liking the best of every thing in season. 
Besides, 1 could eiiU'rtain a set of jolly topers at a less 
rate than it costs me in light wines for the women. 
One of tliein drinks nothing but Lisbon ; with another 
nothing goes down but nhenish and Spa; a third 
swallows mo an ocean of Bristol Milk, with as little 
remorse^as she would so much small beer; my eldest 
aunt likes a glass of dry Mountain ; while the other 
Blinks nothing helps digestion so well a« Madeira. 
It was but last week that my wife expressed a desin» 
of tasting some Claret, w'hen immediately all my good- 
natured relations hud a mighty longing for it; but 
with nuicli udo 1 at last prevailed on them to coni- * 
pound with me for a chest of Florence. 

You may imagine, that iriy house cannot be a very 
small one : and 1 assure you there are as many beds in 
it, as in a country inn. Yet I have scarce room to 
turn myself about in it ; for one apartment is taken up 
by this relation, another by that ; and the most distant 
cousin must have more respect shown her, than to Ih 

€ pt*d up in a garret with the maid-servants ; so 
poor t have no more liberty in my own house 
i a lodger. Oncei, indeed, 1 in vain endeavoured 
to shake them off, and took a little box in the neigh- 
bourhood of town, scarce big enough to hold iny own 
family. But alas ! they stuck as close to it as a snail 
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to her shell : and rather than not lie under the same 
roof with their felation, they contrived to litter to- 
gether like so many pigs in a stye. At another time, 
iliinkmg to clear my house at once of these vermin, 1 
packed up my w’ife and mother, and sent them to her 
uncle's in the country for a month. But what could I 
do ^ There was no getting rid of those lett behind : iny 
wife had made over to them the care of (he householtl, 
allotting to each of them her particular eiiiployment 
during her abseii(‘e. One was to pickle walnuts, an- 
other to preserve sweetmeats, another to make Morelia 
brandy : all which they executed with the notableness 
peculiar to good housewives, who spoil and waste 
more than they save, for the satisfaction of making 
these things at lioine. At la.st my wife returned ; and 
all that I got by her journey, was the importation of 
two new cousins fresh out ol the country, who she 
never knew betore were (he least related to her: — but 
they have been so kind as to claim kindred with me 
by hanging upon me ever since. 

One would imagine, that it were sufficient for these 
loving relations to have the run of my table, and to 
make my house in every respect their own : but not 
content with thi.s, they have the cunning to oblige me 
in a manner to find them in clothes likewise. I 
should not repine, if any of my worthy relations were 
humble enough to pul up with a cast-off suit of my 
wife’s; but that would oe robbing the maid of her 
just dues, and would look more like a dependent than 
a relation. Not but that* they will condescend now 
and then to take a gow'n, before it was half worn out 
•(when they have ta ked my wife into a dislike of it) - 
because it is too good for a common servant. They 
have more spirit than to beg any thing; but— if my 
w ife has a fancy to part with* it — tliey wdll wear it, 
purely for her sake. A cap, an apron, or a ha n<i» 
kerchief, which I am told, looks hideous upon her* l< 
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always find is very bec'Oining on any other of the 
family: and I remember, wion after we were married, 
happening to find fault with the pattern ot a silk bro- 
cade my wife had just l>uught, one of her sisters took 
it from her, an<l told me she would have it made up 
for iiersoif, and w'ear it on purpose to spite rne. 

You must know, Mr. 'I'own, that upon my mar- 
riage 1 was indiscreet enongh to set up my chariot : 
and since my lamily has increased so prodigiously, 
this has given them a pretext to have a coach like- 
wise, and another pair of horses. 1'his also furnishes 
them vvitii a pretence for running about to public di- 
versions, where 1 am forced to lrf*at ihein all ; lor 
they are so very fond of each otUci’s company, that 
one will hardly ever stir out without the oiher. Thus 
at home or abroad, they constantly herd togethiT ; 
and what is still m<»re provoking, though I had rather 
have a rout every week at iny hotist*, my wife makes 
a merit of it, that she keeps little or no company. 

Such is the state of my family within doors : and 
though you would think this sufficient for one man, i 
can* assure you I have other calls upon me from rela- 
tions no less dear to me, though I have never yet had 
the happiness to see them. A third cousin by my 
wife’s lather’s side was set up in tla^ country in a very- 
good way of business ; but by nn*^4fortunes in trade 
must have gone to jail, if my wife l.ad not teased 
me into being botind for him, and for which 1 was 
soon after arrested, and obliged lo pay the money. 
iVuother, u very promising youth, was just out of his 
time, and only wanted a little sum to set him up ; 
which as soon ns 1 had lent him, ho run away, and is 
gone to sea. One of the aunts, who is nowr with me, 
(a widow lady) has an only daiigiuer, a sober discreet 
body, who lived as a ^mpanion with an old gentle- 
woman in the country; but the poor innocent girl 
' ping drawn aside by a vile fellow that ruined her, \ 
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have been forced to support the unhappy mother and 
child ever since, to prevent any reproach falling on 
our family. I shall say nothing of the various pre- 
sents, wluch have travelled down to rny wife’s uncle, 
in return for one turkey and chine received at Christ- 
mas ; nor shall I put to account the charge I have l)e(ni 
at in the gossips fees, and in buying corals, anoclyno 
necklace^, iSce. for half a dozen little nephews, nieces, 
and cousins, to which I had thi^ honour of standing 
godfatlier. 

And now, Mr. Town, the mention of this last cir- 
curn-^lance makes me reflect with a heavy ln*firt on a 
new calamity, which will shortly befal me. My wife, 
you must know, is very near her time: and they have 
provided such a store of clouts, caps, forehead cloths, 
inggens, belly-bands, whittles, and all kinds of child- 
bed-linen, as w ould set up a lying-iu liospiial. \'ou 
willconclude, that iny family w ants no I arther increase: 
yot, would you believe it { I liave just received a letter, 
acquainting me, that another aunt, and anorliei cousin, 
are coming up in the stage coach to si;e ilieir i elation, 
and are resolved to stay with her the month. Indeed, 
1 am afraid, when they liavt* once got footing in my 
house, they will resolve to stay with her, till ‘,lie has 
had anotlier and another child. 

I am, Sir, your humble Servant, ^'c. 

T. 
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•7>G«aui humanuM mulid Juii Ulud in arva 
IJurms. - -- LUCRET. 

An hardy race of ORortalji, traiiiM to sports, 

The field their joy, uupolisli’d yet by courts. 

MIL VILI^GE TO MR. TOWN. 

DEAR COUSIN, 

A MERE country squire, who passes all his lime among 
dogs and horses, is now become an uncommon cha- 
racter ; and the most awkward loobily inheritor of an 
old mansion-house is a fine gentleman iu comparison 
to his forefathers. The principles of a town education, 
formerly scarce spread themselves beyond the narrow 
limits of the bills of mortality : but now every London 
refinement travels to the remotest corner of the king- 
dom, and the polite families from the town duly iin- 

f ort to their distant seals the customs and manners of 
*aU-mail and Grosvenor-square. 

I have been for this fortniglu past at Lord Courtly’s, 
who for about four months in every year leads a iown 
life at the distance of above two hundred miles from 
luondon. He never leaves his bed till twelve or on& 
o'clock; though, indeed, he often sees the sun rise; 
but then that only happens, when, as the old song 
says, hb has * drank down the moon.’ Drinking is 
the only rural amusement he pursues; but even that 
part of his diversions is conducted entirely in the 
London fashion. He does not swill country ale, but 
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gets drunk witii Cliampagno and llurgiindy; and evt-ry 
d'lah at his table is served up vvilli us inueh elegance as 
at White's or Hyan's. He has an excellent pack of 
lounds ; but, 1 believe, was never in at the death of 
a fox in his life: yet strangers never want a chase, for 
the hounds are out three tiiiie^ a week with a younger 
brother of Lord Ctuirtjy’s, who never saw London, 
and who, if lie was not nidulgeci witli a place at his 
lordship's talde, might naturally lie considered as Ins 
whipper-iii or his game-ki^tiper. 

The evening walk is a thing unknown and unheard 
of at L'>rd (vounlv’s ; for, though situated in a very 
fine couiury, he kiiow< no more of the chanus of purl- 
ing streams and shady groves, than if they had never 
existed but in poetry or romance. As soviii as the 
daily debauch after dinner, and the cereinoioes of cof- 
fee and tea are over, the company is conducicil into a ' 
inagnificeni apartment illummaietl wnli waN candles, 
ami set out with as many card-tables, as the rout of a 
foreign ambassador's lady. Here Faro, AV'hist, Brag, 
Lanstpiei^t, and every other fashionable game, make 
up the evening’s entertainment. Thi-. piece of polite- 
ness has ol'lcii fallen heavy on >onie in t'c-i country 
gentlemen, who have found dining* with Ins lordship 
turn out a very dear ordinary; and many a good lady 
has had occasion to curse the cards, and her ill-starred 
connexions with persons of quality : though his- lord- 
ship i.s never at a loss for a party ; Ibr as several people 
of fasliion have scats near liim, he often sits down witli 
some of his friends of the club at Wliite's. 1 had al- 
Inost forgot to mention, that her ladyship keeps a day, 
which is Sunday.' 

This, dear Cousin, is the genteel manner of living 
in the country; and I cannot^help ol>servlng, tliut 
person’s polite enough to be fond of .such exqui.dte re- 
finements, are partly in the same case with the me- 
chanic at his dufty vilU, They bath| indeed^ change 

VOL. XXXI. a 
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their situation; but neither find the least alteration in 
their ideas. The tradesman, when at his box, has all 
the notions that employ him in his counting-house 
and the nobleman, though in the farthest part of En 
land, may still be said to breathe the air of St. Jameses? 

I was chieHy induced to send you this short account 
of the refined manner, in which persons of fashion pass 
tlioir time at Lord Courtly’s, because I think it a very 
striking contrast to the character described in the fol- 
lowing transcript. 1 hope your readers will not do 
either yon or me the honour to think this natural 
portraiture a mere creature of the imagination. The 
]»icture of the extraordinary gentleman here described 
is now at the seat of Lord Sliaftesbury at St. Giles’s, 
near Oanborn in Dorsetshire, and this lively character 
of him w'as really and truly drawn by Antliony Ashley 
Cowper, first Earl of Shaftesbury, and i.s inscribed on 
the picture. I doubt not, but you w ill be glad of 
being able to communicate it to the jmblic, and that 
they will receive it with their usual candour. 

THE CHARACTER OP 

THE HONOURABLE W. HASTINGS, 

Of Woodlands, in Ilavipshire ; 

SECOND SON OP 

FRANCIS, EARL OF HUNTINGDON. 

In the year 1638 lived Mr. Hastings; by his quality 
eon, brother, and uncle to the Earb of Huntingdon. 
He was peradventure an original in our age ; or rather 
the copy of our ancient nobility, in hunting, not 
in warlike times. * 

He was low, very strong, and very active ; of a 
reddish flaxen hain His clothes always green cloth^ 
ond nevar al worth (when new) five pounds. 
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His house was i^'rfectly of the old fashion, in the 
.midst of a large Park well stocked with deei *, and 
near the houtw? rabbits to serve his kitchen ; many 
|sh-ponds: great store of wood and timber; a bowl- 
g grcMJn in it, long but narrow, full of high ndges, 

"t being never levelTd since it was ploughed. 'I'liey 
used round .sand bowls; and it h.id a banquetting- 
house like a stand, built in a tree. 

He kept all manner oi sport houniN, that ran !)uck, 
fox, hare, otter, and badger. And hawk'', lung ‘and 
short winged. Hi* had all sorts in*is tur li-^li. Ih* 
Jiad a walk in the new PoreM, and ilie inannr of 
(Jhrist-ehiirch. 'Fliis last supplied Inui widv i«*(l (n or, 
sea and river fish. And indeed all In^ neighbouis 
grounds and royalties were free to him. who l)e*«iout*d 
all his time on these -pons, but uh.u he boiniwed to 
caress his neigh bo ur^ uivo'^ and dangliier'^; there l)emg 
not a woman in ail hi-' walks, of die degree* ol a yu- 
man’s wife or under, «i id undei 'In* age t*!’ loitv Imt 
it was extrerneljjlier fault, if lie was nm miiinaiely 
acquainted ^^’^h }u‘r. inadi* linn veiy popular; 

always* speaking .vUidly to me liU''ban<L lirolliei or fa- 
ther: who was M tH»oi, very welcome *o l.i*) Iiou-m*, 
uh.encvcr he came. There h touncl .»eel, ]nidding, 
*and 'iinall boor in great plenty. A huu^e not neatly 
lo'pt as to -lianie mm Ins dirH' slun*". ilie great hall 
strewed with ina ^o^\-tKlnt*^, Ic.i of hawk’s perches, 
hounds, spaniels and tern i',* the upjMT side o» the 
hall hung with tox skire and the Iasi yeads 

killing; here and theie a ^ ule-c.d in'ennixt game- 
keeper* and hunters poles in gre.Ai abumi.mn* 

The parlour was a large loom as pioperly irmslu^d. 
On a great li^arth paved wuli biick lay -om ‘enn r-', 
> and the choice.-^t hound.s at.ii spaiiiijs. Sui .o n 1* n t- o 
of the great chairs had utters ot young c.us m in , 
which were not to be disturbed, he hav.i.g 
three or four aitending him at dinner; and a uii.a 
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white* stick of fourteen inches lyirg by his trencher, 
that he might defend such meat ns he had no mind to 
part witli to them. 'I’hc windows (\\hich were very 
lorge) servwl for places to lay his arrow's, cross-bovvsi 
stf»ne-bows, and other sucli like aecoutrements. T!i® 
corners of the room hill of die besi-ehosr? hunting and 
hawking pohs. An oyster table at 'the lower end, 
wliu li was of constant u‘^e twice a day all the year 
round. For ho ne^er failed to eat oysters, before 
dinner and supper, through all seasons: the neigbour- 
ing town of Pool supplied him with them. 

'I'he upper part of thr* room had two small tables 
and a d<‘sk, on the one side of which was a church 
Ihble, and on the other the Book of Martyrs. On 
the table" were hawks- hoods, bells, and such like; 
two or thre(‘ old green liats, with their crowns thrust 
in so as to hold Ion or a dozen eggs, which were of a 

f heasant kind of poultry he took much care of and fed 
imself. "J'ables, dice, cards, and boxes, were not 
wanting. In the liole of the de# were store' of 
tobacco pipt'b that had been used. 

On one side of this end <if the room w ae the door of 
a closet wherein stood the .strong beiT and the wine, 
which never came thence but in single glasses; that^ 
being the rule (d’ the hou.se exactly observtyd. For he 
never exceeded iu drink or permitted it. 

On the otlier side was the door info an old chapel, 
that was never used for devotion. The pulpit, as the 
safest place, was never .wanting of a cold chine of 
beef, venison pasty, gammon of bacon, or great 
apple-pye with thick-tTU"t, extrcnielv baked. 

His tabic cost liim not much, though it was good 
to eat at. His sports supplied all but lH»ef !Rnd mutton, 
except Fridays, when he had the best salt-fish (as well 
as other fish) he could get; and was the day his neigh- 
bours of best quality most visited him. He never 
wanted a Luadoo pudding, and always sung it in w*ith 
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‘ my part lies l^ereiii-n.’ He drank a glass or two of 
nine at meals ; very often syrup of glili flower in his 
sack ; and had always a tun glass, witlioui leet, sioud 
by liim, holding a pint of sniall beer which he <nien 
stirred with rosemary. 

He was well natured but soon aiigry, calling his 
servant -1 basfaras, and cuckohly kiu'ves, ni one of 
which he often spt.ke truih to h.s own know lejge. and 
sointMinies in both, iliough of tlie viim- man. lie liv- 
ed lu be an tiiindred : m-wr lost hi- e^e sigiu, tml, 
always wrote and iivnl without s>ectaeles ! anJ got on 
horseliack widiout li(‘lp. I (iii®).i>i loiir-^core he rode 
the death of a slag a- Weii any. 

1 am, dear ('onsm, yonr’s, ^,c. 


N’SC!. THl’llSDW. AUdl’ST 21. I7hb. 


A’l'oif' omma U(Pc^ salus tsf adoftu'en!uli\^ 


rv.ii. 


All ilic-c to know, is safety to the youth. 

Though the following letter was originally w^rit- 
ton lor liie instruction of a young geatlemeu gomg to 
the university ; yd as it Contains several jubt and se.i- 
sible reflcjctions, which may be ot use to many ol my 
readers, I have \Villingly complied with yie rer[ue’»t of 
my correspondent in inukmg it the enieriainmeni of 
to-day. 

DEAR SIR. 

As you are now going to the university, I would 
not be thought to pay so ill a compliment to your owa 
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natural good sense, as to suppose, that you will not 
(like many young gentlemen of fortune) in some mea- 
sure apply yourself to study ; otherwise the time you 
spend there will be entirely lost ; tor (as Swift very 
justly remarks) * all ornamental parts of eilueation are 
better taught in other places.* At the same time 1 do 
not mean, that you should commence pedant, and be 
continually poring on a book ; since that will rather 
puz/.le, than inform the understanding. And though 
I know many •'prighily young gentlemen of lively and 
quick parts uffirt to ^^pise it altogether, it will be 
necessary to learn something of logic ; I mean in the 

same manner one would learn fencing not to attack 

others, but to defeml one's self. In a word, you will 
find it a great unhappiness, when you return hither, if 
you do not bring witli you some taste for reading; for 
a mere country gentleman, \\ho can find no society in 
books, will hav(‘ little else to do, besides follow ing In** 
S|K)rtH, but to sit, as s<]uire of the company, tippling 
among a parcel of idle wretches, whose understandings 
are nearly on a level w'ith his dogs and horses. 

It has been an established maxim, that the world 
will always form an opinion of persons according to 
the company they are known to keep. In the univer- 
sity, as well as in other places, there are people, whom 
wc ought to avoid, as we wouW the plague : and as it 
is of the utmost consequence, whether you plungt} at 
once into extravagance and debauchery, or sink gra-' 
dually into indolence and stupidity, I sliall point out 
some of these pests of society in as few words as pos- 
sible. 

The first •person I 'ivould caution you against, is 
the wTetch that takes a delight to turn religion into 
ridicule: one who em^doys that speech, which was 
given him by God to celebrate his praise, in question- 
ing his very being. This, as it is impious in itself, is 
likcwioe the heiglit of ill manners. It is hoped, them 
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are but few of tlwm to be met with in a place of sound 
doctrine and religious education : but wherever they 
are, they ought to be avoided as much as possible ; 
and if they will force themselves into our company, 
lihey should be used with the same contempt, w ith 
"^which they have the hardiiu^ss to tn'at their Maker. 
And this. 1 can assure you, may b<* done safely ! for I 
never knew any body, who pretended tube above tin? 
fear of God, but w'as under the most terrible appn*- 
hensions whenever attacked by man. 

The next character, whom 1 would advise you to 
shun, is the gamester, in some respects not unlike the 
former. The gaming-table is hia shrine, and fortune 
hm deity; nor docs he ever speak or think of any other, 
unless by way of blasphemy, oaths and curses, w'heii 
he has had a bad run at cards or dire. He has not the 
least notion of friendship ; but would ruin his own 
brother, if it might be of any advantage to himself. 
He, indeed, profes.st‘s himself your friend ; but that i« 
only with a design to draw' you in ; for his trade is 
inconsi.sleiu witli the principles of honour or justice, 
without which tlicre can be no real friendship. It 
should therefore, be the care of every gentleman, not 
to hold any commerce with such piniple, whose ac- 
(juaintance he cannot enjoy, without giving up his 
estate. 

7'ne next person, whom you ouglit to beware of, is 
a drunkard ; one that takes an unaccountable pleasure 
in sapping his constitution,. and drow ning his under- 
standing. He constantly goes senseless to bed, and 
mawkisli in the morning ; nor can he be easy in 
body or mind, till he has renewed his dose, and 
again put himself beyond the reach of reflection. I 
would, therefore, entreat you b)^all means to avoid a 
habit, which will at once ruin your health, and impair 
your intellects. Jt is a misfortune, that society 
should be esteemed dull and insipid without the assist- 
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anco of the bottle to enliven it : so jjliat a man cannot 
entirely relraiii from lus glass, if he kw^ps any com- 
pany at all. But let it be remembered, that in drink- 
ing, as well as in talking, we ought always to ‘keep 
a watch over the doors of our lips/ 

A lounger is u creature, that yon will often see 
lolling in a coffee- house, or sauntering about the str<»ets, 
with great caiiniu^ss, and a most inflexible siujiidity 
in Ins countenance, lie takes as itiuch puinsus the sot, 
to fly from his own thoughts ; and is .it length happily 
arrived at the higtiest pitch of indolence both in iniiid 
and bo<ly. lie would be as inoffensive, as he is dull, 
if it were not that his idleness i^ contagious ; for, like 
the torpfuln^ h<* is sure to benumb u ui take awav all 
serwe of feeling Irtuii every oiu', with whom lie hap- 
pens to come in lontact. 

It were also best to forln^ir tin company of a 
wrangler, or a person of a litigniu-. temper. This 
soinetiirieh arises, not from any gri^it share of ill-na- 
ture, but from a vain pride of sliewmg o'lo’s parts or 
skill in aigumentation. It is frequently oliaerved of 
young ucadoimcs in parlicnlar. that they are very apt 
impertinently to tuigage p«*ople in a dispute, whether 
they w ill or not. But tins is contrary to all the rules 
of good-breeding, and is never practised by any rtian 
of sense, that has seen much ol the world. ' I have 
sometimes known a person of great saueiuess, and 
volubility of expression, confuted by the Argumenlum 
Bavulinum^ and both his hcuid and his syllogism broken 
at the same time. 

1 nt^d not point out to you the profligate rake or 
. the affected coxcomb, ns persons from who-sc company 
^ you can reap no sort of benefit. From the first the 
good principles, already instilled into you, will doubt- 
less preserve you ; and I am sure you have too much 
real sense, not to despise the absurd fopperies of the 
Utter. Noted liars are do less to be avoided, as th* 
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ronnnon pt'sts society. 'Fhey nr(» often of n mis- 
chiovoiis disposition, and by their ailuinnies and false 
suggestions, take a pleasure in setting the most inti- 
mate friends at variance. But if they only deal in 
harmless and improbable lies, their acquaintance must 
fr<H|ueiuly be out of countenance for them ; and if 
should venture to repeat after them, I am sure it is 
die way lu be out of countenance for ourselves. 

But above all, I must advise you never to engage, 
at lea-Jt not with any degr»-eof violence, in aii_y party. 
Be not transported by tin* clamorous jollity of talking 
patriots be\ond the »'obtT dictates of reason and justice ; 
nor i(»r tlie ln^innalIng \oice of corruption tempt you 
to bari^T \our integrity and peace of mind for the 
paltry salisfaciion ot improving your lortiine. If you 
behave with lioiKUji aiul prudenee, you will be n‘ganled 
and (‘ourted by all parties; Imt \i otherwise, you will 
certainly b(^ do'^pised by all. Perhaps, indeed, if joii 
should hereafter engage in elecnons, ami spend your 
own money to supjjort another’s cause, the person m 
whose interest \ou are may shake you by the hand, 
and swear )ou arc; a very honest gentleman ; just aa 
butchers treat their bull-dogs, wlio spit m their in(jutli% 
clap them on the back, and then halloo them on to be 
tossed mul torn liy the horns of their antagonist. 

After having guarded you against the evil influence 
of your own .sex, 1 cannot conclude w ithout throwing 
in a word or Iw'o concerning the ladies. But ifwt 1 
may not be thought unuiannerly to the fair, 1 shall 
pass over their iaults, only hoping, that their ex- 
cellencies will not tempt you to precipitate a match 
with one much your inferior in binli and fortune, 
though ‘ endowed with every accomplishment n?- 
quisite fo make die inarriage^siate happy.’ In tlie.se 
hasty and unequal matches it sometimes happms, that 
mutual love gives way to mutual reproaches. Wo may 
ptrhap.s too late repent of our bargain: and though 
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repentance be an excellent visiiincj fr^nd, when ^«he 
reminds us of our pant inisearriag<»s, and prescribes 
rules how to avoid them fur the liiture, yet she is a 
most troublesome companion, when fixed upon u« 
for life. 

1 am, dear Sir, 

Your sincere friend, &c. 

II. A. 
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Tot pariter peIvcSf tnt tintinnihuln diian 
l*uUan, i 

.11 

Rough repoiition roars in rudest rhyiiit, 

Ah ('lappt‘rH rhinkU* in one channiu^ chime. 

Since genius i.s the chief requisite in nil kiiuls of 
poetry, noihing can be more contrary to the very 
essence of it, than the adopting, as beauties, rer'am 
arts, which are merely meihauical. There are ua .y 
arising many vvliimsicai excedencies, which hav< no 
fouudatttin in nature, but are only countenanced by the 
present mode ol w.iiing. With ilufse it is ius ea^y to 
till our compositions, tO dress ourselves in the 
iashion : but the writer who puts his work together 
in this manner is no more a poet than his tailor. 
Such productions often lietray great labour and exact- 
ness, •but shew no genius ; for those who sit down to 
write by rule, and foU6w * dry receipts how poems 
should be made,' may compose their pieces without 
the least assistance from the imagination ; as an apo- 
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ihecary’s ’prentice, though unable to cure any disease, 
eaii make up medicines fronrthe physician’s prescript 
tion, with no more knowledge of physic than the names 
of the drugs. Thus the ^fust^ that ought to fly, and 
* a.sm)d the brightest heaven of iiivention,’ walks iu 
lending-strings, or is supportetl by a go-cart. 

Among the many poetical tricks of this sort, none 
have betin more successfully practised, or had more 
advocates anil udmirc'rs, tlian u certain fantastical con- 
ceit, called alIit(Tation, whicli is nothing more thau 
lH‘ginning two, three, or |K‘rliaps every word in a line 
with the same letter. This method 4>f running di- 
visions upon the alphabet, and pressing particular let- 
ters into the service, has been accountod one of the 
first excellencies in versification, and has, indeed, re- 
ceived the sanction of some of our best poets ; but 
wherein tin* beauty of it consists, is something dif- 
ficult to discover, since Quarles or Withers might 
practise it with as much adroitness as Drydcn or 
Spenser. It is one of those modern arts in poetry 
which re(]uire no fancy, judgment, or learning in the 
execution ; for an author may huddle the same ietten 
on each other again and again, as inechunicaDy as tha 
printer selects his types, and ranges them m whatso- 
ever order he pleasts*. 

This partial attachment to particular letters is a 
kind of contrast to the famous Odyssey of Tryphio- 
dorus, where every letter jn the alphabet was in it’s 
turn excluded ; and the alliterator must be as busily 
employed to introduce his favourite vowel or oonsoaant, 
*as the Greek poet to shut out the letter he had pro- 
scribed. Nothing is esteemed a greater beauty in 
poetry, than a fiappy choice ^f epithets ; bui allite- * 
ration reduces all the elegancies of expression to a 
very narrow compass. Epithets are cuMed, indeed, 
with great exactness; but the closest relation they 
are intended to bear to the word to which they are 
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joined, is that tlio initials arc the same. Thus the 
fields must he flowery, beauty must be beaming, ladies 
must be lovely ; and in the same manner must the 
* waves wind their watery way/ the blustering blasts 
blow,’ and ‘ locks all loosedy lay,’ not lor the sake 
of the jjoetry, but the elegance of the alliteration. 
This beauty has also taken possession of many of our 
tragedies ; and I luive seen ladies wooed and heroes 
killrnl in it; though I must own 1 never hear an aetor 
dying with deadly darts and liery flames, A:c. but it 
always puts me in mind of the celebrated pippin 
woman in Gay’s Trivia, whose beaiJ, when it was se- 
vered Irom her Ivody, rolled along the lee crying pip, 
pip, pip, and expircui in allittTatiou. 

The same false ta^te in writing, ‘ thai wings dis- 
play’d and altars rais'd,* also introdunul alliu ruriois ; 
and acrostics in particular are the same kind of spelling- 
book poetry. It is, therelore, soiiiewhai extraordmary, 
that tliose sublime writers who iiave clKgraeed their 
pages wnh it, did not leave this as w<>ll a^* the otIuT 
barlxirous parts ol literature to the Goths in poetry, 
since It u a whimsical bt^auty. IxMovv the practice of 
any writer, su[»erior to him who turned the /Eneid 
into nioukisli ver>es, Shaks[)oan% who was more in- 
debted to ii.iture tlian art, has ridiculed this low trick 
with griait humour, in hl‘» burlestjue tragixly of Pyramus 
and 'l’in^be. li*}sid%*s that nolevl passage, 

Witli M.ulv, vv.lti .»l x'Ov hlatiufdl blade, 
lit' br.oalj fau.K'li’d bl^ boiling blodilv breast, 

he before mtrodures a mock rant, w hich Bottom calls 
ErcIeV vein, which is not only rank fustian, but is 
.'dso nunarkable for it’s alliteration. ‘ To make all split 
the raging roek>», and shivering shocks shall break the 
locks of prison galCH-^and Phibbus car shall shine 
from far, and make and mar the foolish fates.’ In this 
bti;mge style have whole )H)eins lx>en written: and 
evciy learned reader will recollect on this occasion the 
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Pugna Porcomrit per P. Porcium Pelagiuw PneUnn, 
which I wish some of our poeta.sters would translate, 
in the (rue spirit of the original, and praise pigs and 
poik witli all (lie beauties of alliteration. 

'Fhe advocates and admirers of this practice have 
asseru?d, tliat it adds signiiicance and strength of ex- 
pression to their verses : but 1 ft^ar this boosted energy 
.seldom ap|H‘.'irs to the reader. The alliteration either 
remains unregarded, or, it it is very striking, disgusts 
lliose who perceive it ; and is often m itself, f|pm such 
a disagreeable cluster (if the same letters, harsh and 
uncouth. There arc many instances, where allitera- 
tion, though studiously introduced, rtmders the versiti- 
cation rough and inharmonious; and 1 will appeal to 
the greatest lovers of it, whether iho following line, 
where the repetition was scarce intendoj^ is one of the 
most pleasing in all VirgiTs v^ork,-': 

iVt'M patner Valttl'ts in I'acera f^eriUe Vttes. 

WouimI not with Vigour Vast ihc Vitals of the Weal, 

It must be acknowledged, that there is something 
very ineclianical in the whole const ruction of the 
nunibcis in most of our modern poetry. Sound is 
more attended to than sense, and the words are ex- 
pected to express more than the sentiment. There are 
.set rules to make verses run oil* glibly, or drawl slowly 
on ; and 1 have read many a poem with scarce om/ 
tolcTable thought in it, that has contained all tliese 
excellencies of versificatioft : for which reason 1 must 
confess myself no friend to those crilfca, who analyze 
•words and syllables, and discover latent beaut in 
every letter, wlien the author iiitendtsi that the whole 
sliould be taken together. Poetry should semn at U?ast 
to flow freely from the imagfliation, and not to be 
squeezed from the droppings of the brain. Jf we 
W'ould endeavour to acquire a full idea ol wluit we 
mean to describe, we should then, of course, express 

VOL. XXXI. s 
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ulirseives with force, elegance, ancf perspicuity ; and 
this native Htrengih of expression would have more 
true energy than elaborate phrases, and a quaint and 
studied combination of words and letters. Fine num*^ 
bers are undoubtedly one of the chief beauties in poe" 
try ; but to make the .^ouud echo to the sense, wa 
should make the sense our chief obji^rt. This appears 
to me to lia\e been tht.* manly practice of the ancients, 
and of our own Shak'-jesare, Milton, &c. who breathed 
the tri^ spirit of poeiry, without having recourse to 
little tricks and m€*an artifices, which only serve to 
disgrace it. A good writer who would lie above 
trilling even witli a ihuughl, would never pursue 
words, and play with letters, but leave such a childish 
employment for the ''mall fry of rhymers, who amuse 
thtjmselves ^h anagrams and crambo. The true poet 
trusts to liifT natural ear and strong conception, and 
knows that the versilicatioii is adapted to the senti- 
ment, w'itUout culling particular letters, and stringing 
them on his liius; as he is suic that hi^ verses are just 
measure, without >(*ann!ng them on his lingers. 

There an* almost daily published certain Lilliputian 
volumes, entitled Pretty Books for Children, A friend 
of mine, who consider.- the little rhymers of the age as 
only "chiUlieii td a larger growth,’ that amuse them- 
selves with rliynies instead of rattles, proposes to pub- 
lish a .siiuill pocket volume for the us(i of our poetasters. 
It will be a Trcati.so on the Art of Poetry adapted to 
the meanest capacities, forwhich subsenptions will be 
taken, uod s^ieAncns may be seen, at George's and the 
Bedibrd cutfee-houses. It will contain full dirccliontf 
how to modulate the numbers on every occasion, and 
will iiisiru'ct the young scribbler in all the modern arts 
of versilication. He* will here meet with infallible 
rules, how to soften a Hue and lull us to sleep with 
liquids and diphthong.s ; to roughen the verso and make 
it roar again with reueration of the letter H ; to set it 
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hissinff w ith semi-^owTla ; to make it pant and bivaihe 
short H'iiii a hundrcHi heavy aspirates ; or clog it up 
with the ihicktHt double consonants and rnonosylla- 
bles; with a particular table of alliteration, containing 
P^e choicest epithets, dispost'd into aljihubeticHl order; 
so that any siilwtaiitive may he readily paired with a 
word beginning with the ‘^aine letter, which (though 
a mere expletive) shall si*oni to carry more force and 
sentiment in it, than any oihei of a more lelalive 
meaning, but more distant stnuid. 'I’he wlicde to be 
illustrated with exainples from the nnuleni poets. 
This elaborate work will be published about the mid- 
dle of the winter, under the title o\' The llhyiner’t 
Play -thing, or l^oetastcr’s Horn Jiook ; since there ii 
nothing mcessary to form such a poet, except teaching 
him hw letters. 

T. 
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Tm, df/m tua tiuvts tn nfl> nt, 

Hoc ■ 

IIOR, 

Think, iiailo:«, thliik, thoash laiulmen are yonr hate, 
Who likcM n aioro tari)auhn Hiut hi'< snati: } 


TO MR, TOWy. 

SfR, 

^You obliged the xvorld some linfte ago with a few 
^eflection^ on the gentlemen of the army : at the pre- 
sent juncture, a word or two on our >c*a-ofFicers would 
not be unsea^tonable. I do not mean, tliat vou should 
s 2 
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presume to direct them how to behave in their several 
stations, but rather to remark on their conduct and 
conversation in private life, as far as they are in- 
fluenced by their maritime characters. There is M 
certain unfashionable dye, which their manners oftcH 
take from the salt water, that tinctures their whole 
behaviour on shore. If you could assist in blotting 
out tliese stains, and give a new colour to their con- 
duct, you would add grace ami politeness to their 
ordinary conversati<^n, and would be of as much ser- 
vice to our naval commanders in this point, ns he was 
to navigation m general, who first invented the com- 
pass. 

As the conversation of those fair-weather foplings, 
many of whom may be met wdth in the three regiments 
of guards, is usually flat and insipid, that of our sea- 
oflicers is turbulent and boisterous : and as a tri]> to 
J*aris has, perhaps, over-refined the coxcomb in red, a 
voyage round th<* globe frecjnently brutalizes tlie sea- 
miui, who comes home so rough and unpulislied, that 
one would imagine he had nut \ipited any nation in 
the world, except the Savages, or tin* Hottentots. 
The many advantages he has received from having 
fioen the customs and manners of so many dilferenW 
people, it is natural to .suppose, would render his con- 
versation very desirable, as being in itself particularly 
insmictive and entertaining; but this roughness, 
which clings to the seaman’s behaviour like tar to liis 
trowsers, makes Inm ulifit foi ail civil and polite si)- 
ciety, lie behdvi^s at an n'^seinhly, as if he was upon 
deck: and his whole deponnuiit manifestly helr<i\.s, 
that he }.s, according to the coniinon phrase, (piite out 
of his element. Nur cun you collect any more from ^ 
him concerning the* several nations he has visited, tlwin 
if he had been during the whole time confined to his 
cjabui ; and he seems to know as little of them, as the 
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fine genlloman of his travels alter the polite tour, when 
he has, fur tho sake ol iniprovciuent, rid jwst ihroiiph 
all K LI rope. 

'Fhat our ordinary seamen, wlio are many of thorn 
f draughted from the \ery lowest of the pojMilace. should 
bo thus uuci\ihzed, m» A\<uider. 'l‘he eommou 
sailor's education in Totfenliam (’tnirl, or at Hockley 
in the Hole, has not ipinlified him to improve by just 
ndlectiuris nn wiiat ho sec'i during his voyage; and 
going on boaul a man of war is a kind of university 
education, suitably adapted to the principles imbibed 
in the polite seinuiaries, which he came from, A. 
conimoii sailor too is full as polite as a common sol- 
dier, and behaves as genteely to a Wapjiing land- 
lady, as the gentleman soldier, at a siiiiling-houso. 
But surely there ouglit to be much dilference in the 
behaviour of the commander and his crew, as there is 
in their situation : and it i'^ bcMieath the dignity of the 
British flag to have an admiral behave as rudely as a 
swabber, or a coiurnodort* as foul-moullied us a boat- 
swain. 

It may perhaps be alleged in excuse!, that the being 
placed among mjcIi a btusteoiiis set of peopU*, as our 
common sailors, must una^()ldHhiy wtvir off all polite- 
ness and good manners : as it is remarkable, that all 
those wlio are employed in the rare of horses, grow 
as mere brutes us the ainmuls tht'y attend ; and as we 
may often observe those justices, whose chief biiHiAess 
is the examination of higlnvaymtm, house-bretikers, 
and Street-walkers, become as vulgar and foul-moutlusd 
,11b a pick-pocket. As there may be soirn* truth in 
this, the commander should therefore be still more on 
his guard to pre‘^?^\x» the gentleman in his b<‘havioiir, 
and like the sea itself, when the storm is over, grow 
smooth and calm. It is accounted a piece of humour 
on the Thames to abuse the other passengers on tho 
w'ater j and there are certain set terms of abuse, which 
S 3 
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fly to and fro from one boat to an<]#hcr on this occa- 
♦^ion. A wap inipht perhap^' unume hmiHolf with this 
water- laiipua»<‘ in his \o\5ipe to Vnu\h;«ll, but must 
be a very silly fellow indeed, to think of carrying the 
joke on .shor<‘ uidi him. In the same m.inner some 
rouphn(‘ss may perliaps be nt'cessary !(> keep tlie crew 
ill order ; but it is alvnrd for an ollicor to retain hi^ 
harshness in polite company i and is in a manner tvmp 
liis friends up lo the vard-anii, and disciplining hi" 
ueqiiHintnnee with the c*at-of-iiine tails. 

But the worst part of tins maritime character is a 
certain invincible contempt, which they often contract 
for all mankind, except their fellow-seamen. They 
look on th<* rest of the world as u set ot Iresh-waler 
WTelches, who could be ol no service in a storm or an 
engagement : and Iroin an unaccountable ol>stinacy arc 
particularly tieaf to any proposals of new improvements 
in navigation : though e\jH*rienc*e daily teaches them 
the great u^e of thi* di^^roverit'S already made, and how 
imieh room there is tor more. They havt' no notion, 
luiw .studious men can sit at liuine, and devise charts 
and instruments to direi't tlieni in their course: they 
de.-^pise those ingenious persons, who would assist them 
in their undertakings; wlulc they consider thorn with 
the utmost contenijn, as going round the world in 
their closa^ts, and .sailing at sea in their olbotv-chaiis. 
It IS no less shameful than true, that the veniilator, 
one of the most bi'iieticial inventions that over was 
devisi'd. was first idlertxl te* the service of our men of 
war, and rejected. It wa> first used in fonugn ships, 
then by our iiicrchanfmen, and last ot all among on# 
men of war, to whose use it was first recommended. 
This is a strong proof of that fatal obstinacy, which 
our sca-comnianders jire too apt to contract *, and as a 
further instance of it, I have bctm told of an.admirars 
indignation on this subject, venting itself in the fol- 
lowing manner : * A pack of blockheads/ said 
4 
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* sit poring, ninki* improvotnrnts for omf 

n»e. Th<*y that they discover this, .uul dis- 
cover that ; but I toil you they are al! -For 

instance now, they •ay the world i-* round ; ever) oni> 
of thfMu >'ays tiu* world i> round : )>iit I have been all 
round the world, and it \y. as flat as this table/ 

I'he uujVfhshed liehavioui <»r our '^ea-ofheen is in 
great niensure (jwinc; to !h“ir heiiiix olien ^(Mlf to sea 
very vniiit: with little or no ediuvition. heyoiid what 
they have rtM‘r*:ve4l at the aeatlenu ol Woolwielror 
Portsmouth. A lad of good faniil\. hut untoward 
parts, Ol mi-ehievous di-spositum, who has been iU»gged 
tor H'While at the grainmar-M'huol, or snubbed by his 
])areuts and iVierub at Iiorne, is fn*quently rla])ped on 
ixiard a ship in order to tame him, and to. teach him 
hi'tter manners. Here perhaps )m at first messes with 
the lov\esl of llu* seamen; and all dial the young gen- 
tleniun can learn from his jolly mess-mates in tlie 
course t>l two or three >oy’agt*s, is to drink flip, sing 
a bayvdy ealefi, and dance a liornpipe. 'I'hesi* genteel 
accomplish menls he is sure to retain, as he grows old 
in the service ; and if he lias tlie gnod fortum* to ri>e 
to a rommaiul, he is as surly and brnlal w hen ad- 
vanced to the cabin, as w hen he was lugging before 
the niast. 

After all it is but justice to confess, tliatyiierc are 
many among our seu-olFiccrs, who descfrvedly bear the 
character of gcMillemen and ‘•cholars ; and it is easy to 
pTceive, witli how much 'better grace they apjK*ar in 
the world than the rest of their bri^rhron, who, wh(*n 
daid up and taken out of service, are as mere logs as 
the main-mast. An officer, yvho ha" any relish for 
reading, w ill employ the many vacant lioyrs, in which 
he is relieved from duty, mucH more to liis improve- 
ment and satisfaction, than in sauntering betwi^^n the 
decks, or muddling over a bowl of punch. I would, 
♦hereforcj scnoiir'ly reconimead it to these young 
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sailors, who hav tin* happines- to launch forth with a 
gfiOeel and ljhi*r.d oducation not to sufli'r ovory trace 
ol It to hf washed away, liki- words written on the 
sancN ; l)nf that, when rlaw return iVoni sea, they may 
hf lit to he adiuitu-ci at St. Jaiiies’s, as well as at 
VV^»]>j>ing or Ht>ihiThithe- 

lielbre 1 conclude. I imist bepj leave to say a word 
or twt» concern in*;; our sea-chaplains. '^I'he common 
sailors arc known to have, when on board, a very 
serious rtjj^urd for religion : uud their decent behaviour 
at prayers, and ^edate attention to the sermon upon 
t|uarter-de(k, ini^ht .^hame a more polite audience at 
St. .laines's ('huieh. Kor this reason a truly religious 
chaplain, of good morals and «oher conversation, whll 
iieccssariL^ havi* as luuc-h intluence on their behaviour, 
ii6 a mild iuid [irudeut commander. Nor can a clergy- 
man be too circuTnspf‘ct in this point : since, if he 
does not act in every iespe<*l conformable to hi» func- 
tion, his place might be a.s well supplied by any one 
of tlu‘ uiibeneticed iloclor.s of tlie Fleet. In a word, if 
a i liapl.un will so far divest himsidf of his .sacred cha- 
ni<‘tcr, as to drink, swear, and behave in every respcrct 
like a eoiniiiori sailor, he should be obligtHi to work in 
the gang-way all the rest of the week, and on Sundays 
Ih* iiivt^ted with a jacket and trow^ers instead of hia 
canoiiiculs. 

I am, Sir, your humble servant, 

T. F«RE-CAbTLlu, 

O, 
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j4nimoium 

/•npuiiU, i'f i'icctt cupidntr. 

UOR. 

A<i th»* frnil dam*' n<*xv lovo, now reason ^tiidea, 

The magic mixture risei^ or Nuhsich s. 

So long ago as loy foonli luunhor (ihe roatlor perhaps 
may not remember) I made mention ol’ u liMnale thor- 
mometor, <‘onsiriiclod by my ingenious triond Mr 
James Aysrougli. optieiaii, on Ludgate-hill ; and I 
then mlormed the public, that * tht^ liquor eontamed 
withiu tlie tube v\a,> a chemical mixture, which being 
acted upon by the circulation of the l)lc,od and animal 
spirits, would rise and fall according to the desircn and 
aflbenons ol the wearer’ But 1 have now the runher 
satisl'action to acquaint my fair readies, that after 
several reunited trials and impro\ ements we have at 
length brought llie iii>lruiUL*ui to ‘^o great a degree of 
perfection, that any common by '•slander may, by a 
proper application of it, know the exact temperature of 
a lady's pas>ion,-. The li(|unr, anumg other secret in-^ 
gretlients, i» dl'^lilled ixcuhfiiim from iln; hlirh*» 

Iad\’^ !o\e and mai<len hair, the wax ol virgm-bees, 
and ibe five greater Imt and cold seed-: and the firo- 
pr‘riies ol it are so subtle and penetrating, that imme- 
di;i*ely r n !i'- coming within the atmosphere of a 
la<iy ’- allectionh, it w actuated by tliem in the samft 
manner, as the spirits are by the imjiube of the air in 
the common thermometer. 

h was not without some difficulty, that we could 
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settle llio (liffm'itt iJogroesof heal an<l*cold in a laciy’a 
Avliicli it would lx* prujior to doimeatc on uur 
thonnoiriurcr : but at wo found, that the whole 
scale of female characters be rwluccd to one or 

other of tijc following; viz. 

ALuiJonrd IMPUDENCE. 

, ( ii/lhfrffiUf. 

Lo'm' litiuivmir, 

• I tiwucitt Ercodonis. 

Imllinrefintts. 

inviofahlc MODESTY, 


From these degrees, \v)ti<‘h we have accurately mark- 
f^d (»n the side ol the tube, we ii.ivc* been able to judge 
of the character-! of '•iweral liidies, on whom we have 
luude the exjjcn merit. In .some of these w’e have 
found tlic gradations \cry sudden ; and that the liquor 
has risen very fast from the lowHj'.t point to the highest. 
We could likewise discover, that it was ditrerenlly af- 
fected according to the difiereul station and quality of 
the subjiTt ; that the same actions, which in a lady 
of fashion scarce raised the liquor beyond indiscretions, 
ill another caused it to mount almost to impudence. 
Much also depended upon the air and tcinfieraturo of 
the place, where we made our trials : and even the 
dix\ss had some influence on our thermometer; as we 
frequently ol)ser\ed, that the risu and fall of the liquor 
'in the tube boro an exm’t proportion to the rise and 
full of the stays and petticoat 

1 shall now proceed to give a succinct account of 
the many repeated cvperimeiiis, which we have made 
on different subjects m different places. During the 
winter season we had frequent opportunities of trying 
the effects, which tlie playhouse, ihe opera, and other 
places of' diverMon might have on the thermometer. 

At tlie playhouse we alw’ay.s found the liquor rise in 
proportion, as the drama was more or less indecent or 
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immoral: at sorm; comedies and parDculaily the. 
Chances, it’s elevation kept pace exactly with the Iub- 
ciousiiess of the dialogue and the ripening of the jjlot ; 
•o that It has often happened, that with sijme suhjeets, 
at the opening of the play, the liquor lias struggled 
awhile, and rose and sunk about liie degrees just abofo 
modesty: before the third act it has stood stispendKl at 
the middle point IwMw'mi modesty and impudence: in 
the fourth act it has advanced as fur as loose beliaviour ; 
and at the conclusion of the play it has scuttled at 
downright impudence. At ptiblic concerts, mid tho 
opera especially, wo observed that the thermometer 
constantly kept time (if 1 may say so) w iih the music 
and singing ; and both at tlie opeia anil rhe playhousi*, 
it always regulated it.s motions l>y the dancer’s heels. 
We have frequently made trials of our instrinriom at 
the masquerades in the I lay-market : hut the tempera* 
ture of that climate aI\\aJ^ proved so e\cei»dmg hot, 
that on tlie moment of uur coming into the room tho 
liquor has boiled up with a surprising ellervesconce to 
abandoned impudence. 

During the summer season we have not failed to 
mark our observations on the company at the public 
gardens. Here wo found, indeed, »hat with some raw 
unpolished females, who came only to eat (dicese-cakes 
and see the ca.scade and fire- works, the liquor did not 
stir beyond modesty ; with many it has orept up to 
indiscretions ; and with some it has advanced to loose 
behaviour. We had no opportunity to try our ther- 
mometer in the dark walks; but with .some .‘,ijbjects 
We have plainly jicrceivcnl the liquor hastening up 
towards innocent freedoms, as they were retiring to 
these walks from the rest of the company ; wdiile w'ith 
others, w ho have gone the sameVay, it has only con- 
tinucKi to point (as it did at the Ix^ginning of our ob- 
servations) at gallantry. One young lady in particular 
we could not help rcxnarkingi whom we followed into 
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Vauxliall, gallanted by an officer. We were glad to 
tee, at her first going in, that tlie liquor, though it 
now and then faintly aspired towards indiscretions* 
•till gravitated back again to modesty : after they had j 
taken a turn or two in the walks, we perceived it 
fluctuating between innocent fret^doms and loose be* 
haviour : after this wo lost sight of them for some lime ; 
and at the conclusion of the entertainment (as we 
followed them out) we could not without concern 
observe, that the liquor was hastily bubbling up to a 
degree next to impudence. 

Bi^sldes the experiments on those ladies, who fre- 
quent the public places of diversion, we have been 
no le8.s careful in making remarks at several private 
routs and asserublies. We were here at first very much 
suipristKl at tfic extreme degree of cold, which our 
thermometer seenied to indicate in several ladies, who 
were seated round the card*tablcs ; ns we found not the 
least alteration in it either from the young or old : but 
we ul last concluded, that this was owing to their love 
of piny, which had totally uhsorbed all their other 
passic'us. We liave, indtM.»d, more than once perceived, 
that when a lady has risen from cards alter iKt much ill 
luck as to hare involved hei^elfin a debt of honour to 
a gculletnaii, the ihcrmomeler has been suqiriningly 
affected ; and as she has bc?en handed to her chair, we 
have know n the liquor w’hicli before was quite stagnate, 
run up in&lantaucoubly to the degree ol gallantry. We 
have also been at the trouble to try it's efficacy 
in the long rooms at Bath, Tunbridge, C’liehonham, 
&c, and we ha\e found, that these places have brougHt 
about surpiisiiig changes in the constitutions of those 
aick ladies, who g^ thither for the beneflt of the 
waters. 

Having thus sufficiently proved the perfection of our 
tbennometer, it only remains to acquaint my readers* 
that Mr. Ayscough will be ready to supply tJb» public 
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with these useful instruments, as soon as the town tills. 
In the meantime 1 \^ould advise those Indies, who 
have the least regard for their eharaetc^rs, to relleet 
I that the gradations, as marked on our thermometer, 
naturally lead to each other; tliai the transitions from 
the lowest to the liighcst are quick and obvious; and 
that though it is very easy to advance, it is impossible 
to recede. I^et them, therefore, be can^ful to regulato 
their passions in Slid I a manner, ns that tlieir eouduct 
may oe always consistent w'iih decency and honour, 
and (as Sliakspoarc says) ‘ not stopping o’er the bounds 
of modesty.’ 1 sliall conclude with observing* that 
these thermometers are designed only for the ladies : 
for though we imagined at first, that they might si*rve 
equally for the men, we have found reason to alter our 
opinion ; since, in tlie courst* of several fruitless expe- 
riments on our own sex, there has si'flrre ap)M‘arerl any 
medium in them between modesty and impudence. 
\V. 


N-86, THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 1755. 


-‘Via sacra, natt meus est mos, 

\tfcw tjntd medilans nugaruntf tolas in iliis, 

. HOR. 


I ran^e in quest of knowh'd^e fviTy sirret, 
And study arts at Ludj^ato or the Fleet. 

TO MR. TOWN. 


SIR, 

It has been generally imagined, that learning is only 
to be acquired in the closet, by turning over a great 
number of pages : for which reason men have bc^a 

VOL. XXZi. T 
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assiduous to heap together a parcel of dusty volumes, 
azkd our youth have been sent to study at the uni\ersi- 
ties ; as if knowledge was shut up in a library, and 
chained to the slielves together with the folios. This 
prejudute has made everyone overlook the most obvious 
and ready means of coming at literature: whde(asthe 
wise man has remarked) ^ wisdom crieth without; she 
utterelh her voice in the streets; she crieth in the chief 
place of concourse, in the openings of the gates: in the 
city she uttereth her W i>ids, and no man reganleth her.’ 
Kvery lane teems with instruction, and every alley is 
big with erudition: though the ignorant or incurious 
passer-by shuts his eye> against tliat universal volume 
of arts and st;ieiK*es, winch constantly lies open before 
him in the highways and bye places ; like the laws of 
the Romans, which were hting up in the public streot.s. 

You must knows Mr. 'I'own, that I urn a very liard 
student; and have perhaps gleaned more knowledge 
from my reading, than any of your poring fellows of 
colleges, though I was never pos^c^sod of so much as a 
honi’book. In the course of my studies 1 have fol- 
lowed the example of the ancient Peripatetics, who 
used to study walking; and ns 1 had not the advan- 
tage to be brought up a scholar, 1 have been obliged, 
like the Lacedsemonian children, to the public tor my 
education. My iirsi relish for letters 1 got by conning 
over those elegant monosyllables, which are* chalked 
out upon walls and gates, and which (as pretty books 
for children are adoriuni with cuts) are generally en- 
forced and explained by curious hieroglyphics in cari- 
catura. I soon made a further progrt'ss in the alphabet 
by staring up at the large letters upon play- bills, and 
advertisements for stage coaches and waggons; till at 
length I w'as enabled to make out the inscriptions 
upon signs, bills on empty houses, and the titles on 
rubric posts. From these 1 proceeded gradually to 
bigiier branches of literature^ and my method has 
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.since l)ccn to viRii the philobibliali librariefi, and otlier 
learned stalls, and the noble colleciions at Moor-fields; 
in which choice repositories I have with infinite pli»a- 
^ sure and advantage run over the elaborate systems oi* 
ancient divines, politicians, and philosophers, which 
have escaped the fury of pastry-cooks and trunk-mak- 
ers. As for the modern wncing'^ of p.imphleteers 
and mogtizine compilers^ I innke n my biisiue'^sto take 
my rounds every morning at the open .‘-liops nboni the 
Royal Exchange: where i ne\»‘r tail to run through 
every thing, tresh as it come- out. 'Thus, tur exnrripie, 
J make n shilt to squint itie first page of the 
Connoisseur, as it lies lielore it.e. at Mr®, .'onke’s; 
at the next shop 1 steal a peep ai the middle f‘age'^; at 
another, proceed on to the fourth or tilth; and pt*rhaps 
return again to conclude it at Mrs. Cocke’s. By the 
same means I am myself bwome a Coniiois.seur like- 
wise > and you will be .surprised when I assiire you, 
that 1 have a gieul vaiu*ty of the tinesi prints and 
paintings, and am master ol a more curious set of 
nickiiacks, than are to l)t‘ lonnd in Sir Hans Sioaiie’'* 
collection. For, as \ coiiMantly survey the windows 
of every prini-^hop, and att^sid ev»*ry ntienon, 1 look 
upon every cuiioMty actually in my possession: and 
you will agree with me, that while 1 have the opportu- 
nity ol .seeing them, the real owners cannot haven»f>re 
satislactioii in locking them uj) in cabinets and uui- 
seums. 

It IS recorded of Democritus, that he transcriUnJ a 
svatrm ol ethics from the columns of Acicaru.'^ in Ha- 
»bvl(-nia. ill like manner you will corH:lnde, that the 
knowledge, which I have thus picked out of the 
f-ire< IS. lias been very extensive: I lia\e gone thoiugh 
a II p>eie course ol physic by peru'^ing the learned 
treatise of Dr. Bock, and other eminent practitioners, 
pasted up at the entrance of alleys and bye places: 1 
have learned al everv comer, tliat the scurvy is a 
t2 
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popular disease, — th&t the bloody Autp cannot be cured 
by any of the faculty, exci'pt the gentlewoman at the 
Blue Posts in Haydon>yard: that nervous diseases 
were never so frenuent, and that tlie royal family 
and most of our iioliility are troubled with corns. 1 
was completely grounded in politics by stopping at 
Tern pie- bar every morning to read the Gazetteer, 
which used to be stuck up lliere to the gre^it emolu- 
ment of the hackney-coachmen upon their stands. But 
above all, i ha\e acijuired the most sublime notions 
of religion by listeuin*^ attentively to the spirited 
harangues of our most eminonl field- preachers : and I 
confess myself highly obliged to the itinerant mis- 
sionaries ol Wliiiiii'ld, Wesley, and /.inzcndorfT, who 
have instructed us ui the New Liglit Irom empty 
barrels aiul joint-st»iols. Next to tliesi*, 1 have re- 
ceived great improvements from the vociferous retailers 
ol poetry ; as I constantly used to thrust myself into 
the circle gathered round them, and listen lo their 
ditti(‘s, till 1 I'ould carry avvay both the words and 
the tune. 1 have likewise got some uotion of the 
drama by attending the theatres; though my finances 
were too sr’anty for me ever lo get udmittunce even 
among th(‘ goto in the upjxT regions of the twelve- 
penny gallery. 1 therefore had recourse to the follow- 
ing practice: I would contrive to hear one act at the 
outhide of one of tlie pit doors ; the next act I look 
my stand at the other : and as the author generally 
rises in the middle, 1 could catch the most tearing 
parts during the third act in the jiassuge to the two- 
shilling gallery: in the fourth act the rants cametoler# 
ably loud to my ear at the entranee of the upper gal- 
lery; and I very attentively listened to the pathetic, 
at the conclusion of the play, with the footmen in the 
lobby. 

Endowed with so much learning, you will doubtless 
be curious to know to what purposes I have turned it. 



n'*8G. tub conn^^issevr. 

Almost before 1 could read at all, I intci (lie ser- 
vice of a very eminent doctor o( ptiys'c, who oii- 
ployed me in sticking up his bills and slippinii i!i*n» 
sUly into the hands ot spindle-shunked \onng leu<»ws. 
'as they passed by. Aflei tins, by CK»sel\ sindyiug 
lhe.se elegant compositions, I go< tv)g(Mhor a s>»hu icnt 
set of mctliral phra es, winch (by tlic lielp t>l iiailcy*,-* 
dictionaryl enabled nu* to draw n{ b lls and athdavits 
f(»r those doctors, win* arc not o haippy to be alile 
to write or read. I n.*\i pri .jmicd to ilic garret of 
a printer of bloi»dy murder*', where my Imsiness wan 
to invent terrible stones, write ^mkshlre tragedies, 
and oiTHSionally »o put tile (»r<li i.ify of Newgate's ac- 
count oi dying speeches lamentable rhyme. 1 was 
afterwards concerned in works, that rcijiiired a greater 
fund of erudition, suih as bog-hoii.se iniscellaiiies, and 
little books lor cliiloieri : and I was once eiigageii as 
the principal c(>m[Ml(*r of a three-iialij>cnny maga/,iiie. 
Since ihai I lollowed the occupation t)f an ca\»*s-dn)p- 
per, or collector ul news lor (lie daily papers ; iii vviiieh 
1 tunied a good pc'iiny by liunting after marriages and 
doutiis, and inventing lies for the day. Once indeed, 
being out of <jther hu'^iness, I descended to tlie mean 
office of a ballad singer, and ha\vkt*d my own verai.»s; 
but not having a good ear lor music, and ilie tone of 
my voice btung raiber inehned to whining, I converted 
my ballads into penitential hyinns, and took up tin* 
vocation of inethodtst preaciier. Jn litis station 1 
made now converts every day among die old women 
by my sighs and gioanti, wiio in return euiirributed 
^eir half pence, which I di.sposod ol in charity to my- 
.self: but 1 was at last beat ofi’the field by a journey- 
man shoe-maker, who fairly jout- whined me, and 
finding myself deserted by my usual audiouce, 1 be- 
came setter to a Fleet parson. 

My employment now wa:> to tak(‘ my stand at the 
end of Fleet-market, and w'hencver 1 saw any gaping 
X 3 
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}Oung couple staring about them, to whisper them 
softly in the ear, aiul ask them whether they w'anted 
to be married. Whenever the ceremony was per- 
formed, 1 officiated as clerk and father to give away 
the bride ; and when inj master the doctor died, I 
msule a shift to purchase his entire stock in trade, 
(consisting of a rusty cassock, an old grizzle wig, and 
oru; lapjHJt of a band) and succeeded liirn in liis bene- 
fice ol the lland-und-Pou chapel. I now' got a more 
comfortable subsistence than many regularly ordained 
curates in the country ; but tlie marriage act soon after 
taking place, 1 was flung out of employ ; and as the 
primate of May-fair, tlie reverend Dr. Keith, is forced 
to sell snuff in the Flect-pri.son, I have been obligiMi 
to retail gin in a night-cellar. 

Thus, Mr, Town, havt; 1 set before you the pro- 
grc.ss I have made in literature, as w'ell as the particu- 
lar circumstances of my life, in hopes they will induce 
you to recommend me to the noti e of the public. A.s 
the parliament has not thought fit to make any provi- 
sion for the poor distrest clergy of the Fleet, I intend 
to open a new oratory chapel in Fleet-market, to be 
conducted on tht? same principles w ith that established 
in Glare-market ; and for which I Hatter myself, 1 
shall appear no less qualified by my education, than 
the renowned Henley or any of his butchers. I shall, 
therefore, beg leave to subscribe myself, hoping for 
your countenance and protection, 

T, Volir very humble Servant, 

Orator Higgins. 
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Jiuid (lignum tanto tibi tenirr gulCiquc precabor f 

MART. 


So wide a swallow, and so vast a paunch, 

Say, whatbhall oram.^ aturliui, or a hauiidi? * 

EvTiNrt and drinking Ixjing absolutely requisite to 
keep our crazy frames together, wo arc obliged to at- 
toml to the calls of nature, and satisfy the regtjlar 
c:ra\ings of the appetite; though it is, in truth, but a 
t ery small f)urt of the world that eat because they are 
hungry, or drink because they are dry. Tlic common 
ilav -labourer may, indeed, In* glad to snatch an 
hasty meal with h’ wife and children, that he may 
have strength to return to his work; and the porter 
liiuls It neci'ssary to refresh himself with a full pot of 
entile butt, while he nfsts his load upon the bulk at 
the alo-hou?e door. Hut those who have more leisure 
to study what they shall eat and drink, rifquiro some- 
thing more in their food, Uian what is barely wholesome 
or iiecufiary ; their palates must be gratiiied with rich 
sauces and high-seasoned delicacies ; and they frequently 
have recourse to whetters and provocatives, to anti/;i- 
pale the call of hunger, and to enable iheir stomach to 
bear tlie load they lay on it. There are a sort of men, 
whose chief pride is a good taste (as they call it) and a 
great stomach ; and th(* whole business of tlicir live-i 
is included in their breakfast, dinner, and supper. 
'I'hese people, of whatever rSnk and denomination, 
whether they regale on turtle, or devour shoulders of 
mutton and peck loaves for wagers, whether a duka 
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lit White’s, or a chairman at the Blue- Posts, are cer- 
tainly of the nuiiihcr of those ‘ whom nature,’ as 
Sallust tells us, ‘has made, like the brutes, obedient to 
their bellies,’ and, indeed, p«*irtake in some measure | 
of the senienro passed on the serpent, * to be cursed 
ab( ,ve all cattle, and to go for ever on their bellit's.’ 

1 here are many vjctjs and follies which men endea- 
vour to hide from the rest of tlie world : but this, above 
all others, they take a pride in proclaiming, and seem 
to rim about with the cap and bells, as if they were 
ambitious to be ranked .onong the sons of folly. In- 
deed, as the politeness of the French language has dis- 
tinguished I'very glutton by the title of Bon Vivaiit^ 
imd the courtesy of our own has honoured their beastly 
gluttony by the name <»f (lood Living, tl'.e epicure 
thinks to eat and ilnnk liimseif into your good ojiinion, 
and recommend himself to youresieem by an exquisite 
bill of fare. However this nia> he, it is remarkable, 
that as the fox-hunlcr takes delight in relating the in- 
eidorits of the chase, and kills the ftx again over a 
bowl of punch at night, so the Btni Vivunt enjoys 
giving an account of a delicious dinner, and elievvs the 
cud of reflceiiun on his extjuisiUj enteitamment. 

1 have been led into these thoughts by an acquaint- 
ance which 1 have lately made with a person, whose 
W'hole conversation is, literally speaking, t||ple-falk. 
His brain seems to bo stuHed with an hodge-podge of 
ideas, co^^i^tiI 1 g ut several dishes, which he is per- 
petually serving up for theVntertainment ot the com- 
pany. As it was said of Longinus, that he was a 
walking library, in the same maimer I consider thi.*^ 
gentUunan as a walking larder : and as the orations of 
Oemosihenes were said to smell of the lamp, so my 
friend's whole convei^aiion savours of the kitchen. 
He even makes use of his stomach a.s an artificial me- 
tnory ; and recollects every place he has been at, and 
every person he has seen, by some circumstances relat- 
3 
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in^ to the entertaihnieiit he met with. If he calls to 
inliul a funicular inn, he adds, *■ for there the cook 
i^poilod a hue turbot another house is recollected, 

‘ biH^ausc the parson took till the fat of the haunch of 
rvenison he remembers a gentleman you mention, 

* btH^ause he had the smalU‘st stomach he ever knew 
or one lady, *■ LM^'.aiise site drank a groat deal of wino 
at supper and another, ‘ because she has the best 
rec^Mpt for making her pickled cucumbers look 
green,* 

flir> passion for eating also influences all his actions, 
diversions, and f Indies. He is fond of hare hunting, 
as he says his pursuit is animated by the ho|)es of 
seeing puss smoking on the table; but he wondor# 
how any man can venture hi^ neck in a chase after a 
fox, \^hich, whoa it is got, I** not worth eating, lie 
has had occasion, on account of the disorders which 
his ruling passion has brought upon him, to visit the 
several Wells in the kingdom; but these he considers 
not as places where persons go to drink the waters, but 
where they go to eat; and in this light he gives a 
character of them all. ‘ Bath,’ says he*, ‘ is one of the 
best markets in the world: at Tunbridge you Iiavc 
tine mutton, and most exquisite wheat-ears : but ut 
Clieltonham, pox take the place, you have nothing but 
cow-beef, red veal, and white bacon.’ He ioukn 
i)])on every part of England in the same light ; and 
would as soon go to Cheshire for butter, and Suilblk 
for ciiet?9i^ us miss eating* what each particular town 
or county is famous for having the most excellent in 
^'s kind. He does not gnidge to ride twenty miles 
to dine on a favourite dish : and it >va8 but last week, 
that be appointed a friend in Buckingham.^liire to meet 
him at Uxbridge, * which,’ say94ie,iu his letter, ‘is the 
be^i place uecan settle our business at, on account of 
tho^e excellent rolls we may have for breakfast, and 
ihe delicious trout we are sure to have at dinner.’ 
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Mr. Cram well, for tliat is his lidino, is so iinforivi- 
naUi as 10 want a purse adeijuate lo his taste ; so that 
he is obliged to liave recourse lo several artifices to 
gratify his appeiite. For this purpose he has with | 
great pains constituted a club, consisting of persons" 
most likely to promote good living. This society is 
composed of members, who are all of Bome trade that 
cun furnish it with provision.^, except one country 
squire, who supplies it with game; and they are oblig- 
ed to send in the best of whatever their trade deals 
in, at prime cost: by v\hirh wise management tlie 
club IS supjilied w ith every delic.acy the season affords, 
«t the most reasonable rates. Mr. (Vamwell, on ac* 
xoimt ol hi.s extraordinary proheiency in the science of 
eating, i.s boiuiurcd with the office of [verpetnal 
caterer: and h(‘ has arrived to such a pitch ol accuracy 
in the calculation of what is suflicient, that he seems 
to gauge iliestoniaclisuf the club, a'> an exciseman doc:> 
ncask: so that, when ail the members arc present, 
they seldom .send away three ounces ol nieat from the 
table. L’pon any vacancy, much care and deliberation 
is us«,h1 in electing a new member. A candidate's 
being able to devour a whole turkey with an ecjual pro- 
portion of chine, or eat <»ne haunch of venison w ith 
the fat ot another as sduce to it. would be no recom- 
mendation : on the contrary, there never was more 
caution used at (ho death of a Pope, to elect a ^llc- 
cessor who appears the most likely to be shun- lived, 
than by this society of epicurean hogs to admit no- 
body of a siomacli .'jupenor to their own. A captain 
of a ship trading to the Wesi-lndic'^ has been admi^ 
ed an honorary member, having contracted to bring 
over, as a present to them, a uirgo of turtle every 
voyage ; and a lew days ago I met Uramwell in pro- 
digious high Spirits, w'hen he told me, that he was 
the happiest man in the w'orld. ‘ Xow%’ says he, * we 
nhall have ortolans as plenty as pigc'ons; for it was 
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but yestorclay. that wo bullotod into our society one 
of the Fiandorkin-Hiftl-iMerchanls/ 

This ussooiiitiou for ilio preservation of oloijant fare 
, grati fit's my Irioiid Oamwoirs luxury at a cheap rate ; 
and that he may make us many good meals us possible, 
he often contrives to introduce himself to the tables of 
persons of ijuality. 'Flos he effects by sending my 
lord or her ladyship a pre->ent of n liaih cheese, ora 
rufi* or land-rail from his friends in Lincolnshire or 
Somersetshire; \\hich scddom fails to procure him an 
in\ifation to dmner. lie then plays his purl as lustily, 
as if he had kept Lc-nt, or were not to make a dinner 
again for a fortnight. never the smallest 

side-di'-h to escajxi Inm ; for one is so excecHllnggood;' 
another louk^ so tempting : ancuher is so great a ra- 
rity ; and though he declares he cannot touch a bit 
more, he will make shift to find room for tlii^ or that 
dainty because he never tasted it in his life. VV’^here- 
ever he goes, he always takes care to secuie to him- 
self the best •>[i,ire i»f every nicer dish, without the 
least regaid in ilie rest of the company; lie will help 
Inrnsell to a wliole bird, though there are but a brace; 
and for fear any lid- bit should be snapped up before 
him, he snaicluis at il as greedily, as an hungry French- 
man at an ordinary. It uncf' happened, that dining with 
an alderman his appetite so far got the belter of his 
good- breeding, that he shaved off all the outside of a 
plum-pudding; and he has ever since been talked of. 
in the city by the name of &kin-pudding. 

A.S all hi<^ joy and misery constantly arises from his 
)lelly, he thinks it is the same with otliers ; and I 
heard liim a^'k a |)errect stranger to him, who com- 
plained that he was sick, whether he had over-ea| 
himself, li is no wonder, that Cramwell '^hould 
sometimes trouliled with gout ; 1 called upon biia 
the other morning, and foirod him with bis legs wrap- 
ped up in flannel, and a book lying open befora him 
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upon the table. On asking him jvhat he was readings 
lie told me he was taking physic ; and on inquiring 
whoso advice he had, * Oh/ says he, * nobody can do 
me so much good as Mrs. Hannah Glasse. 1 am here 
going tlirough a course of her Art of Cookery, in 
hopes to get a stomach : for indeed, my dear friend/ 
added he, with tears in his eyes, * my appetite is quite 
gone ; and 1 am sure I shall die, if 1 do not had 
flomething in this book, which 1 think I can eat.^ 

O. 
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■ — FtiU hand igtiolnlis Ar^is^ 

Sue se credebal tnirot uudtre iragadM. 
in vacuo itetus scssor plausorquc theain*. 
hie ubi cognatorum opibut curuque refectus 
Fxpulit hei/eboro marbum bilanque mcruco, 

Ei redii ad sese ; — Pol me ocaditiiif amtetf 
Aon tervAttu, ail cut nc extort a volupias^ 

El demptiu per vim meniu gralusimus error. 

HOK. 

A wight there was, whose mad distemper’d brain 
Convey’d him cv’ry night to Driiry-I.ano ; 

Pleas’d and transported in th’ ideal pit 
At fancied tragedies be seem’d to sit. 

Now to his wits by sage Monro restor’d, 

No thanks, but curses on hu frieiHls lie petir’d. 

Ye fools ! (he cried) the dear delusion lost. 

My pleasure fled, you’ve cur’d me to my cost: 

Seiz’d with such whims, with frenzy so diterting, 
Cruel ! to close scene, and drop the curtain, 

Horace, in the passage quoted at the head of my 
paper, tells us (alter Aristotle) of a man, who used to 
ait in the empty theatre and laacy that he saw real 
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pxhihitionM on (he i»4igo. We have the lifce account, 
m another ancient author, oi a person that tt«ed t6 
wa.t ^ith gn'-at <’ohcitude the coming of shtp'i into the 
harhour, believing them to be hl& own pro|)erty. Tlie 
vnd of these madmen w as also similar * they wore both 
i Hied * and botli complained, that th(>y were deprived 
of the 4Hti^ta<tion, sxliich they fiefoie enjoyed from a 
pleasing error of their minds 

'rhat the happiness and misery of Iho far greater 
part ot mankind dep lul^ upon the liincy, iM*id uoi.be 
insisted on Vtah (inud habrs H habts Thmk that ^ou 
luvi, and xm luve is a mavim not confined to those 
only within th<^ walls of Bcnilam. 1 leiuember auhu- 
niuiirist, who would frequently divert hmis<«H m the 
same maimer witli the madmen above-mentioned, and 
supply his real wants by the forte of his imagination, 
lie would g4) round the niirkeis, «iiid siipprie himsoU 
to bi' cheapening the inon dainty pit w istons , and w hen 
hi < ami hutiie to his scanty meal, by tht snitw ideal 
4 0 ilrnaiiie he would toiixrt Lis trotters into turbot, 
ill I his Ml. ill Uer into the mont di^iicimis Burgundyt 
A* lie w Is ibaibei In trade, he would put on the air 
and nimiu’-^ of hi-^ eustijiners, while Ik lamb'd out 
ibnr wig- with etery bag lu would < onceivc hlmaolf 
going to I imii vir an aaM.nnbI) and om e when he was 
Hick, h« got together three o* four of (he largest tyes, 
placed iheui upon blocks lound lu i bcd-side, and called 
them a consultaiion of piiy'uuaos 

But ol all otherb, tlierc are none, perhaps, who are 
more obluied to the imagination lor their iileal hoppi- 
ifbsH, than the fraternity oi which I am an unworthy 
mi mbi r. There is no set of people, w ho are more 
anibitiiuis to appear grand m die#world, and yet have 
means, ilian those geulltmen whom the world ha<i 
styl-l authors Wit ai^pnde as often go hand m hand 
togetlier, as wii and poverty : but though the genera* 
lily of wntirs are by the irowns ol iorUuie debarred 

VOL XXii V 
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from possessing a profuse share of the good things of 
this ir.orld,! ih^ are abundantly recompensed by enjoy* 
log thmn jn speculation. They indulge in golden 
dloami!».at the time that they have not sutpencc in their 
aockets; aOdcotyure up all the luxuries of Pontac^s 
Wore them* though they are at a loss perhaps urhere 
Ip got a dinner. Thus a critic by a kind of magic 
will transport himself to the theatres in an imaginary 
chariot, and be seated at once in the front boxes ; when 
in reality he has waited for two hours in Vinegar-yard 
before the opening of the doors, to secure to himself a 
corner in the twelve*peony gallery. Hence it also 
happens to moat authors, that though their way of life 
bo^ever so mean, their writings savour of the most un- 
bonnded magnihoence ; end as they have nothing to 
bestow, a most surprising generosity always accompa- 
jpies fwery action of the quill. A novelist, for ex- 
Omple, is mmarkably lavish of his cash on all occa- 
mans; and spares no expense in carrying on the designs 
pf his personages through ever so many volumes. 
Nothing, indeed, is more easy than to be very profu.se 
epon paper: an authof, when he is about it, may 
erect his airy castles to what height he pleases, and 
with the wave of his pen may commend the mines of 
Peru ; and as he deals about his money without once 
tmtying his purse-strings, it will cost him tiie same 
whether ho throws away, a mite or a million; and 
another dip of ink, by the addition of two or three 
gratis cyphm, may in an instant convert a single ten 
intP tnamy thousands. 

But it must be confessed, that we essay-writers, & 
we are the gmatsst egotists, are consequently most vain 
and^jCtentatious. A* we frequently find occasion to 
prate about ourselves, we take abundant care to put the 
nmder cqnslantly in mind of oitr importance. It is 
well known, that we keep the best company, are 
preeent at the roost roepeasive places of diversion, and 
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can talk as fainiUlHy of Whito’s, as if wa had baaa 
admitted to the honour of losing an estate theas* 
Thou^ the necessaries as well as the luRurics of life 
iTiay perhaps be denied us, we readily make up for 
tho want of thoin by the creative power of the ima- 
gination. Thus, for io^anec, I remember a brother 
essayist, who took a particular pride in dating his lu- 
cubrations, ‘From my own Apartment.;’ which he 
n-presented ns abounding Tvith every convenience t 
though at the same time he was working three atdries 
from the ground, and was often forced, for want qf Other 
paper, to scribble upon wrappers of tobacco. As to mjra 
self, I make no doubt but the reader has long ago dis- 
covered, without my telling him, that I loll at my ease 
in a crimson velvet chair, rest my elbow on the polish- 
ed surface of a mahogany table, write my cssap upon 
gill paper, and dip my pen into a silver standish. ’ ■ 
Indeed, though I have taken upon me tho title of 
C^onnoisseiir, I shall hot presume to boast, that I aitt 
possessed of a museum like Sloane’s, or a library equal 
to Mead's. But as Pliny, and after him our country- 
man Mr, Pope, have left ns a description of their ele- 
gant villas, 1 hope it will not be thought arrogance til 
me, after what 1 have said, if I set before the reader 
an account of my own study. This is a little edifice 
situated at some distance worn tlie rest of the hoose^' 
for the sake of privacy and retirement. It is an an- 
cient pile of building, and hangs over a small rivulet ; 
and as the entrance into it is shaded by a thick hedge 
of ever-greens, which cast a kind of awful gloom 
a^ut it, some learned antiquaries have been Wd to 
conjecture, that it was formerly a Temple, or rather a 
Chapel of ease, dedicated to one of the heathen god- 
desses. This goddess, they infotm me, was w’orship- 
ped by the Romans, and W'as probably held in no leas 
veneration by the ilil^ptians, Chaldees, Syrians, and 
other nations. However this be, the walls ion the in-* 

V 2 
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feiije are decoratwl with various inscriptions, alluding 
to the religious rites pet formed there, and hung round 
with the ru«le rhymes of ancient bards. 

To this study 1 retire constantly every morning 
after breakfast, arwJ at other j>arls of the day, as occa- 
sion calls. Here 1 am at liberty to indulge my medi- 
tations uninterrupted, as I suffer no one to break in 
upon iny privacy: and (what will perhaps surprise my 
readers) 1 find in myself the greatest inclination to 
\isit u after an hearty meal. In iliis place I made a 
very rafiid progress in literature, and have gf>mj through 
»:iveral very learned volumes, which otherwise I should 
never have looked into. 1 have h(Tc travelled lent by 
Itjaf through the works of many worthy, but neglected, 
ancient divines, critics, and politicians : and have 
turned over many a modern pamphlet or poem with 
equal satisfaction, f must nof forget to mention, that 
(like the scrupulou.s Mahometans) f have often picked 
up the fragments of several fearned writers, which 
have come from the chandlers, and lodged them, 
among others no less valuable, in my study. 

i may safely boast, that I am indebted for many of 
my best thougliis in the course of these papers, to the 
reliectioiis I have had the leisure to make in this study ; 
which probably has the same intliience on my mind, 
as the stewed prunes had upon Bayes, which be tells 
us he always took wdten ho wrote. But if my study 
serves to inspire mo sometimes with agreeable ideas, it 
never fails on the other hand to remind me of the mor- 
tality of writers; as it affords repeated proofs, that 
we may justly say of our works, as well as of ouj;- 
selve.s. 


Serihs aut cHiuf Seiism pwperamvs aH unaw . 

O lameoUtde chanor ! to otir %'ile Scat 
Sooner or later we must all retreat ' 

T. ““ 


OVID. 
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Xrv^f/ipy O r^ereSf Cupdimtqur^ 
quitiHumtkt homtnum ^tnusHorutk! 

Pastrr mortum esl iMtt* pueiia'i 
Puuer deticust mea putflue ; 

^uem plus ilia ocuUs tuu amahaL 

CATUltm 

Weep, yc belles, ye beaux, deplore! 

Pretty, pretty PoU*t no more! 

Poll, Che dear delight, the fancy. 

Poll, the darling of my Nancy ! 

Pretty Poll, wliom she did love 
’Bove her eyes, O far above. 

Goinq tho other day to rtsit Mnk Peaelopo DOftt, 
^Fter I had waited sonto lime m the parlour, the maid 
relumed with her mistress’s compliments, aud infonned 
me, that as she was extremely busy, she begged to Im 
excused coming dowm to roe, but that she would ba 
very glad to see me in the nursery. As i knew shol 
was a maiden lady, i was a good deal startled at the 
message : but however 1 followed the servant up stairs 
to her mistress ; whom I found combing a little spotted 
dog that lay in her lap, witii a grey parrot perdm on 
one arm of the settee where she f>at, a monkey on the 
back, and a tabby cat with half a dozen kittens on 
tbe other comer of it. The whole room, which ifMa a 
very large one, was indeed a nursery for ail kinds of 
animals, except those of the human spexsies. ft was 
hung every where with cages/ containing parrotsv 
macaws, Canary birds, nightingales, lionets, and 
gDldfinches ; on die chairs were iMiveral cats rq^ng 
on soft coshicHis : and there were little keiuieh^ in the 
u3 
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Chinese taste, in almost every com^ of the room, 
filleil with pugs, lidos, and King ("harles’s breed. As 
soon as the chatUiring of the birds, the barking of the 
dogs, and tiie mewing of the catsi, which my entrance 
occasioned, b^an to ccJise, — *\ou find me here, Sir,’ 
said the lady, •* tending my little family, the only joy 
of iny life. Here’s a dear pretty creature V holding 
tip the dog slie was wmbing, ‘ a beauty \ what a fine 
long-eared snub-nosed beauty ! Lady Faddle advertised 
three quarters of a year, and could not get the fellow 

to it. Ah, blen-s it, and love it. swi?et soul V 

And then she strijked it, and kissed it for near two 
mintiles, uttering the whole time all those inarticulate 
sounds, which cannot be committed to paper, and 
which are only addressed to dogs, cats, and children, 
and may be tty led the language of the nursery. I’pon 
observing me smile at the embraces i?he bestowed on 
her little motley darling. ‘ 1 am afraid.’ said .she, ‘ yow 
don't love these pretty creatures. How can you be .'•o 
oruel? Poordaiiib things! I would not have them hurt 
for all the world. Nor do 1 see why a lady should not 
indulge hersdf in having such sweet little company 
about her, as \^ell as you men run out estates in keep- 
ing a pack ol filthy hound.s.’ Tlien she laid Pouipoy 
on his cushion by the fire-side ; and railed at the bar- 
barity of the human species to the rest ol the creation, 
and entered into a long diai«ertation on tenderness and 
bumaniiy. 

An humane di8])o.sition is, indeed, so amiable either 
in man or woman, that it ought al\^a)s to be cherished 
and kept alive in our bosoms ; but at the same time 
ahonld lie tTautiuus not to render the first virtue of our 
nature ridiculous. The most compassionate temper 
may be sitilictcritly gratified by relieving the wretches 
of ouv own sjiecies : but who w'ould over boast of their 
generosity to a lap-dog, their conferring eternal 
obligations on a znoukey ? or would any lady deserve 
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to he celebrated her charity, who should deny 8 xip* 
pon to a relation or a friend, becau>e she mainiaiuH a 
litter of kittens ? For my part, before i would treat a 
Dutch puppy with such absurd Ibndness, I jxmst he ' 
brought 10 worship dogs, as the /Egypti^tji tlid of old; 
and ere I would so extravagantly doat u^n a monkey^ 

I would, as lago says on a different occasion, * ex- 
change my humanity with a baboon.' 

"Tk et there have Iweti many instances, besides luy 
fenuile friend, of tliis fondness for the bciUe cremation 
being can-unl to very ridiculous longtlw* "I'he grave 
doctors ol the laculty have been called in to feel tho 
piii-’c of a lap-dog, and inspect the urine of a sipiirrel: 
nay, I am myself actpiainled with u lady, who carried 
thi-- matter >o far, as to discharge her chaplain, bccauiitt 
Iw' refus'd to bury her monkey. But the most solemn . 
piece of mummery on th<*se ot'casions is the moking . 
provisions for thiMi animals by will ; which ab^ura ^ 
legatees as little deserve the title of humamly, asihoso 
neoplf merit b<;ing called charitable, who in a death- 
bed flight starve their relations, by leaving tlieir 
estates to found an hospital. It were mdeod to bti 
wished, that money left in trust for such ust,'s were 
subject to some statute of mortmain : or at least that > 
the gentlemen of the long rulx^ would contrive some 
.scheme to cut off the entail from monkeys, macaws^ 
Italian greyhounds, and tabby cats. 

That a stage coachman should love his cattle belter 
than his wife or children, or a country scpiire be fond 
of hi» hounds and hunters, is not so surprising, betiause 
^the reason of their regard for tliein is easily accounted 
for : and a sea-captain has, upon the same principles, 
been known to contract an affection for bis ship. Yet 
^0 coachman would, like CaKgula, tie his horse-s to 
a golden rack ; but think he shows sufficient kindness 
by giving them a good feed and clean straw': and tho 
country sportsman takes care to provide his hounds 
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with a warm kennel and horse flesh ; ‘but would never 
think of placing them on cushions before the fire, and 
cramming them with frica^eeSf or breed them with as 
‘much care as the heir to his estate. 

This inreguj||r passion (if I may so call it) is most 
frequently to oe met with among the ladies. How 
ollen has the slighted gallant envied the caresses given 
to a lap-dog, or kisses bestowed on a squirrel ! and 
* I would 1 were thy bird !' has been the fond excla- 
mation of many a Romeo. But it is remarkable, that 
this afTociion for birds and beasts generally wears off 
after marriage, and that the ladies discard their four- 
footed darlings aud feaUn^red favourites, when they 
can bestow their endearments on a husband. Where- 
fore, these dry nurses to pugs aud griinallcins are mostly 
to be met with among those females, who have been 
disappointed in the aflairs of love, and have against 
their will retained the flower of virginity, till it has 
withered in their possession. It tjften happens, that 
there is some kind analogy between the gallant they 
once loved, and the animal on which they afterwards 
fix tlieir afleciions : and I remember an instance of a- 
lady\s passion for a lawyer being converted into dotage 
on a parrot ; and have an old maiden aunt, who once 
languished for a beau, whose heart is now devoted to 
a monkey. 

But 1 should not so much quarrel with these humane 
hidies, who choose to settle their affections on the 
brute Aectes, if their love ior these pretty creatures 
was n|Boablesome to others, who are not so sensible 
of the Varies of a snub-nose, or cannot discover any* 
beauty in tlio ^y eyes of a cat. A doating mother 
Would never foigive you, if yon did not call to brat a 
flne child, and dandlcT it a^nt, and prattle with 
with as much seeming rapture as herself; in like maii^ 
Her, a lady would take it as aft affront fo lier own p«r^ 
tkm, if you did not pay your addresses equally to to 
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puj; or parroq^i^'t. 1 know a yomijj follow, liiai wa» 
rut olf with n .shilling hy an old maiden aunt^ on 
whom he had great depenclance, brcansv'he gave poor 
Vt*ny a ki<*k, only for lifting up his leg against the. 
ir<intUMn;u»*s stocking : and I hate heard of another, 
who mtght have carried oft’ a very rfeh widow, but 
that he could not prevail upon hims«*}f to cxtcuid his 
caresses to her dormouse. lnd<MHi I cannot help 
thmkinir. that the embraces and eridcarmeuts bestowed 
on ihcM' liviib of the human species should be as* pri- 
vat<* as the uuKt <ecrel intrigues ; and I would havo 
lap-dogs, like Iretfnl and squalling children, confined 
to baik and gniw 1 i)nly in the imr'a'ry. We may often 
see a lootinan following his lady to church with a largo 
common- prayer-book under one arm, atul a snarling 
cur iindor the other. 1 havt? known u grave divine 
forced to stop short in the middle ol’ a prayer, while 
the whole coiigregatitin has been raiseti from their 
knees t<i attend to the howling (»!' a noiwcouforming 
pug ; and 1 once saw' a tragedy tnonarch disturbed in 
his last momehts, as he lay expiring on the carpet, by 
a discerning cniic of King Charles’s black breed, who 
jumpi.*tl out of the stage box. and fastened upon the 
nero’s perriwig. brought it oft* in his month, and lodg- 
ed it in his lady’s lap. 

It will not appear strange, after what ban been said, 
that these ladies, or lady-hke gentlemen, should fc|e as 
solicitous to preserve the breed of their favourite ani- 
mals. as a sportsman of his hounds and horHe,s, 1 
have know'n a gentleman in St James’s street send his 
little (’upid in a sedan chairas far as OroBvimor square, 
•to wait upon a lady’s Venyfor this very pur|)05e : and 
I shall never forget a card, which Wfis st^nt to another 
lady on a like occasion, expressed in the following 

terms : — Mr. compliments to Ijaily Birtty 

, is glad to hear Miss Chloe is safely delivered, 
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and begs it as a particular favoui, diU licr lad) ship 
would be pleased to set him down lot a jiuppy ’ 

O. 
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—•^rgn nee studtnm nne d vtie i« » , 

Aei rjMff qutdpt iitf Vidto, t/tgentum — 

HOli 

Ah, what can application do, 
rnlHK we hav4 a jri nius too > 

Orji^eniu how cultivation, 

WiUiuut due piinn and application ^ 

If W 0 consider that pari of our acquaintance, whom 
we roroembei from thtir infancy, we t«hall find, that the 
e\pec tattoos wc onrt- eiitci tamed of their future abtliiu^ 
an in many iiislauci^ disappointed Thoiie who were 
actoanted heav) dull bovv, Iwve b) diligence and ap- 
plication made tlieir way to the first honours, and be 
come eminent for their learning and knowh^clgi of the 
world, while others, who were regarded as bright lad^, 
and imagiutKi to possess parts equal to any sc fume ot 
life, haie tuined out dissolute and ignorant , and quite 
« unworthy the title of a genius except m the modem 
acceptation of the word, by which it signiiu^ a Mr) 
iilly yonng fellow, who from liis extravagance and de* 
bauebery has obtained the name of a genius like iucus 
tea non lucem/o^ because he has no genius at all ^ 
It IS a shocking drawback hom a father^ happinc^-s 
when he sees his son blessed with strong natural parts 
and quick conc;eption,«tD lefleci that these very talents 
may be his rum. If vanity once gets into hih ht^ad 
and gives it a wrong turn, the young coxcomb will 
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tlio meanN of impromncnt, trust entirely to his 
native abilities, and be ai> ndiculoudy pioud ot his 
pdrt>, as the brats ot quality are taught to be of their 
family. In the moantime those, whom nature threw 
iai bt^hind him, are by application enabled to leave 
iuiii at a distance in their turn ; and he continues 
boasting of his genius, till it subsists no longer, but dies 
for want oi cultivation. Thu<i vanity and indolence 
prevent his unprovemtMit ; and if he is to nee in the 
v\orld by his meiit, take away the mpans of success, 
and, perhaps, reduce him to very miserable distresses* 

1 know on«« of tlu^e early geniuses, who scarce Hup*- 
poits In nisei i by w nting for a bookseller ; and another, 
who IS at leisure to contemplate his extraordinary parts 
til the Fiei^t prison 

if we look into Uie woild, vre shall find that the 
mere genius will nevei raise himself to any degree of 
enuncnce without a close and unwearied application 
to his respective business or profession. The Inns of 
C'ourt aie full of (luise men of parts, who cannot beat 
the drudgery of turning over dry castes and reports ; 
but. though they appear ever so eloquent in taverns and 
coffee-houses, not the nearest relation will trust them 
with a biief: and many a sprightly physician has 
w alkc*d on foot all his life, with no more knowledge of 
his profession* than what lies in his pyirnwig. For 
w hatevor opinion they tliemselves may have of their own 
parts, other persons do not choose to be bantered out 
of their estates or joked out of their lives ; and even m 
trade, the plodding men of the Alley would foretel the 
ftankniptcy of any wit among them, who should laugh 
at the labour ot accounts, or despise the Italian uietlm 
of book-keeping. Thus we sue, that parts atone are 
not sufficient to recommend us to the good opinion of 
the world , and if not roused and called forth bystudy 
and application, they would become torpid, au uae>* 
less: m the race-horbe, though not put to drag n^diay 
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oi carry a pack, iiniol yet bp ki»pl ni ovorcjsc. Hvii I 
shall enlarge no iurtlior on tlunsubp^'t, as I woulii nei 
anticipate the thoughts conianiiHl tiL the foUov^ mg clt ^ 
gaiit little table, which written bv the same inge- 
nious hand, that obliged die public with the \erscs on 
Imitation, inst»rted in my sixty-boveiith nunibei 


THE IIAIIE AND THE TORTOISE 

Gi NiUH, blest teitn of meaning wide' 
(For %uie no term so misapplu*d,) 

How many bear die vicred name, 
ni'iiat lu ver felt a real Hame ! 

Proud oi tlie hpiH^ious appellntioii, 

'J'hus fools have chnsteird Inilinatioii 

But >et, suppose* a Geiitus true; 

Ert mp/i i^riitta, me or you ; 

"Wlmu"**! he tries with due inieiilion 
Hardy cmmjhs Ins apprehension . 
SunnountHig evVy opposition, 

\ou\l sweni he learnt by intuition 
Should ho presumu alom* on paiis. 

And study therefort* but by start" ' 

Sure of huca*ss whene’er he tries, * 

Should he foio^o the means to use ' 

Sup{x)so watch a (iraham make 
Gold, it you will, foi value sake, 

Ii\ H{inngs within in ordei due, 

No watch, when going, goes "o true: 
li ne’er wound up with piojfwr caic, 

What semce i^^t in the wear i 

Some genial •^park of Pheebu'.’ rayi 
Perhaps within our bosom plays ; 

O how the purer ray«i aspire. 

If AppUcatioa fans the fire! 
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Without it g(*niii!) vaiuly tritis, 
iloweVr <90iitetiines it seems to risje : 

Nay, Application will prevail. 

When braggart parts and Genius fail ; 

And now, lo lay my proof before ye, 

I litre present you with a story* 

In days of yon% when 'rime was young, 
When birds converg’d as \vt‘U t^s sung, 

And u»<e of speech was not confin’d 
' INIerely to brutt^ of hutnun kind ; 

A forward flare, of swiftness vain, 

'Flu* (ieinuh of the neighbouring plain, 

VVoiild v>tt deriik* the drudging cnmd ; 

For (Jt^niuNcs are ever proud. . 

fbh lljgli!, heM boast, ’twere vain to follow. 

For horst‘ ami dog, he‘<l In^at them holiotv ; 

Nay. it lie ])at forth al) lus stn^ngth, 

Out^inpt In'? brethren half a Uu^Ul 

A I’ortoj.H* heard hi.s vain oration, 

And venie<l rims his indignation; — 

* <> F(i?s ! it bodes thee dire tlisgrace, 

W lien I defy th(»e to the race. 

<yOine, biv a match, — nay, no denial, 

J iuy iny shell upon the trial.’ 

’Twas dune and done,-- all fair —a bet — 
Judges prepar’d, and distance sset. 

The scampering Hare outstripp’d the wind, 

The* creeping 'fortoise lagged Whind, 

And scarc'c had pass’d a single pole, 

W^hen Pus^ had almost reach’d the goal. 

* Friend Tortoise,* cries the jeering Hare, 

‘ Your burthen’s more than-you can bear : 

To lielp your speed, it were as well 
That 1 should ease you of your shell ; 

Jog on a little faster, prithee, 

ru take a nap> aod then be with thee,* 
vox*, xxxr. X 
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So.said, so doDe»— and safely sure ; 

For say, what conquaat more secure ? 
Whene’er he wak’d (that’s all that’s in il), 
He could o’ertake him in a minute. 

The Tortoise heard the taunting jeer, 
But still resolv’d to persevere ; 

Still drawl’d along, as who should say 
J win, like Fabius, by delay ; 

On to the goal securely crept. 

While Puss unknowing soundly slept. 

The bets are won, the Hare awake, 
When thus the victor Tortoise spake : 

* Puss, though I own thy quicker parts. 
Things are not alq^ays won by starts : 
You may deride my awkward pace, 

But siow and gteady wins the race.’ 
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Ojfinia Ctf/or ani( j sic/cf, ut omnia vended 

MART. 


Such Bvesiiis pttrcha»M by bis dear, 
Her uste at AucUuna showing, 
must turn an Auctioneer 
tint, a going, a going. 

TO MR. TOWN. 


SI,, 

t AM maRMd to » wornAD of the moM notable dis* 
positbn, nrho Talues beradf upon gtnng the nearest 
injr to wodc a vtvjf tbiq|, m lajing put lipt money 
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to more advan&ge than any body ebe. But her 
economy is so straii^ly expensive, and her savings at* 
tended with such ridicalous extravagance, that she has 
alzikost undone me by her frugality. 

In the first place, my wife 'is particularly proud 
of being an excellent market-woman. She understands 
this business so well, it seems, that sl^e buys every 
thing better of it’s sort, and at a cheaper rate, than 
any other person ; for which reason she always under- 
takes it herself, and trudges to market with all the 
notable airs and housewifely appearance of an old 
buttor-woniaii. Here she flatters hemelf that she*has 
the art of beating down every thing so very low, that 
she cannot resist the temptation of Duying such extra- 
ordinary pennyworths ; and after spending the whole 
morning at twenty different shops, and four or five 
difTercnt markets, she comes home with provisions 
enough to support the first duke^s family in the king- 
dom for a week. Though the natural consequence of 
this housewifery is, that above half her marketings 
stink and grow musty before we can use them, yet 
she is highly delight^ with her management; and 
entertains all the good ladies of her acquaintance with 
an account of her economy, and the complaints of the 
ir.idosiTien, that there was no dealing with her, that 
she is too hard for them, and that they shall be ruined 
by selling her such bargains. 

I should tell you, Sir, that soon after we were 
married, my wife over-persuaded me to take a house 
in the country ; and she assured me, that wc should 
save more than the rent of it, by the advantages of 
breeding our own poultry and feeing our own cattle, for 
the supply of our table. I accordingly hired a little 
box about twenty miles from town, with a piece of 
ground adjoining to it, and my wife took upon her the 
whole management of the estate ; for the ordering of 
which she iiad collected together so many wxcellmtt 
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rules, that she was sure to save cent, ^er cent, in every 
article. The consequence of this was, that our 
chickens, being fed wiih rye, instead of barley and 
wheat, died of the pip ; otir turkeys wore crammed 
with bran and butter-milk, to save the expense of corn, 
and wore most of ihein carried oif by a looseness ; our 
goose wore fatted with acorus instead of oats, and were 
as poor as th^ir plucked bretltron in the fens of Lin- 
colnshire. Our hr>gs cost us nothing in a manner for 
their keeping, ns they lived upon turuip-paring*< and 
cabbage-stalks, jwase anti bean-shells, scakled crab- 
apples, and huirs blood and liver; in coiisequence of 
whicli our bacon wan rancid, and our pork ineasly» 
We had two cows for the usi^ of our dairy : but the 
very jirst ivinfer being fed, for cheap ues>, with nothing 
but collart leaves aikl chopt straw, they gave no milk 
for half the year, and at last died oi tlio distemper 
among tlio horuetl cattle. Even our [>oor mare, which 
used to run in the chaise, fared no betti r than the mil- 
ler's horse, as she was kept chiefly u|>(>n bran, and 
seldom indulg^Hl with the luxury of 4)iits and bean.s; 
so that the poor Creature, after a journey soitit' what 
harder than usual, dropped down ilead betwcHia iho 
sHkfts. We had scarce better luck in the management 
of our garden : for though ray wife prided hersell on 
lier notable skill in these rautterb, our fruit-trees could 
«c\x^r be brought to bear ; and when cucumbers wore 
to bo lidd for a penny u doM^n, and pease for a groat 
a |)eck. \ve had the pleasure of gathering them tresli 
from our own garden, after they had stood us in more 
than ten limes their value in the raising. , 

Among her olht*r housewifel) accomplishments, 
luy wife was possesserl of the original riH?eipis of her 
grandmother for all sorts of made wines, which nobody 
('ould distinguisli from thoae of a foreign growth. She 
therefore set about making a large quantity of Port 
fiul (Jiareti'rom elder-berri^, ami Mountain and Fron^ 
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tiniac from raisins and brown sugar ; but when these 
had been kept to a proper age, and wete £it to be drank, 
we had this only consolAtion, that they were the 
best vinegar that could b^ used for our pcklcs. Our 
October, which she contrives to brew with a* much 
bran as malt, and mugwort instead of hops, grew 
dead in the casks, before it had snihcieiitly fermented ; 
and when vve had bottled it oft', it burst above twenty 
doRcn bottles, and tlie remainder was sour. My wife 
also bought a btill, with it*s whole apparatus, that 
^jhe might make Plague and Hysteric Water, for be< 
own and to give away among her poor neighbours: 
but at one time the head of the still ftew oil*, and laid 
her under the surgeon^s hands for three months ; and 
at another, K took tire, and bad like to have burnt the 
house down. To this account i should likewise sdl 
down the charge of our apothecary^ shop, in preparing 
ointments for scalds, salves for burns, and other iamily 
ntedjcmrb ; in all which 1 know to rny cost, the old 
saying was inverted, and wc lost eleven-pence out of a 
shilling. 

You must know. Sir, that (besides her domestic 
economy) ray provident dear is a most ptissiofUiie 
admirer of a pennyworth is any shape : and is me o( 
those prudent good ladies, who will purchOfM^ asj 
thing, of which they have no need, merely heeausc 
they can hare it a bargain. It would be doing rauck 
5«rvicG to many other poof gentleraes as well as to mei 
if you could convince these thrifty females, that to 
purclkase useless commodities at any price, can neVer 
be good housewifery, and that however nearly they 
may drive their bargains, there is just so raudh money 
dung away, as the purchase costs. We have as muck 
linen ^ us as would set up a piece^broker, whicli 
ray wife has purchased under prime cost of the Scotcli 
pedlars that came to our door; and 1 am sure we havi 
cast-off clothes sufficient to furnish a sale-shop, whicl 
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slie has bought of ladie«’ xnaid» for a mefe trifle. She 
is a frequent customer to pretended smugglers, that 
tvhisper in your ear* and o&er you right India hand- 
kerchiefs made at Spitalfields. But above all, she 
constantly attends the aevcnral Auctions ot the Stock in 
Trade of eminent 'Fradesmen, that were never lioard 
of, and the household furniture, plate, china, &(\ of 
Bartmots and Sqtnns, that never existed but in the 
brain <»i the auctioneer. Here she meets with such 
excellent pennyworths, that, as niy pantry is stored 
W'ith more ]»rovisions than wm* can dispense with, every 
room in my house is crammed up with useless beds, 
lltibles, chests of drawers, cMiriosities, penike-paicd 
beaux and fine ladies (beuutiis of their limes), iliaiarc 
||ood for nothing but f<» hide the bare w'all^ of a garret. 
Bn short. Sir, unless you can prevail with her to Ibrego 
the wonderful udvantnges of nitiking such exipiisite 
purchases, us (she says) all the world would jump at, 
J shall very sunm be quite a beggar: for if she goes 
on at this rate, buying things for nothing, as stie calls 
it, 1 shall shortly have nothing to buy withal. 

As these valuable purchases are daily muttiplying 
iij>on my hands, attd as my house is become a repo.sitoi y 
for tilt rcfusi* of sal(»s and auctions, the only method i 
can think of at present to get rid of them, is to make 
an auction myself. For this purpose 1 have drawn out 
catalogue; and have sent you the tbllowing specimen, 
that by it you may judge of the rest of my curiosities. 
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CATALOGUE 

nv TMt CMOiri! AND VAMMBLR 

EFFEC'J'S OF MR. 

I f AVINC. or^ llOUS-EKEf/’ISr.. 

TO UK SOLD BY AITTION. 

It} tho Fir>t D(nf> Safe (ainmit^ other Parfiailui*!^ 
fqitalhj ( u$'ims) irlll he im iudedf . “ 

A Mhole shet t print of Kin^C’lmrlos on Viorsfbtu-k, by 
Mr. llciiry Uv^jrton, finely coloured. 

Mary Oumt of S<*ots, by tlu* same master, done after 
the life, and painted upon gla^s; the right eye 
crat'ked, and (he uo>e a little seratelied. 

A capital picinre ol Adam and Kve in cross-stitch. 

Noah s* Ark, in t(*m-stitrh, iiV comjianion. 

fair Uoham()nd\ B(>\vfr, in Nun’s* work, by the same 
hand. 

A livtiy Vepresentation of (’hevy Chrise, in lignum 
Vila*, ro.se wood, and mother of ]M'arl, curiously \n* 
laid. 

Several lesser piw'es of birds, beasts, fruitb, and 
flower>i ; copied from nature in coloured silkH, sUdiied 
femhers, and painted straw. 

Merlin's Cave, in bhell work ; composed of above 
a thousand beautiful shells, with a cascade of If»ok- 
jng-glass playing in the tniddlo. 

A mo-r curious Tea-table of rare old japan ; with the 
edges broke off, and one of the legs standing. 

A ino.st rare and inestimable collection of right old 
china ; cohsisting of half a punch-bowl, threa'i parts 
of a dish, half a dozen plates joincni together with 
wires drilled through their middles, a sugar*disb 
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with a piece broke off the side, a^tea-jwt without a 
gpoui, another without a handle, and five odd cups 
and saucers, the cracks neatly joined with white 
. paint 

Some large and elegant jars and vases in pajiier niachek 
Several figures of dogs, monkeys, cats, parrots, 
mandarins, and brumins, of the Chelsea and Bow 
manufactory. 


To ichkh wiU be added, 

■# 

A small, but «rdl chosen 

COLLECTION 

OP 

MODERN BOOKSj 

CONSISTING OP 

Pope's Works, and all our best authors —published in 
ink«slands, tea-chests, and quadrille- boxes for fishes 
and counters. 

M in luff T4»ens — The Fool in Fashion-;- A 11 for 
Love — The Way to win him — She would if she 
could — Much Ado about Nothing — bound toge- 
ther, for dm use of the fair sex, in a complete sot of 
dressing-boxes. 

A new form of Self-examination — in a snuff-box with 
a looking-glass in the lid of it. 

^rho Spiritual Comfort, or Companion for the Closet — 
in a small pocket volume, conuining a bottle of 
g|£ordial water. 

life Postbamous Works of Lord Viscount Bolingbrokc 
•—in a close-stool 

1 am, Sir, ^our humble Servant, 


T. 
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0 » 7 !<'foin Camule ManJwt 

Sii, t'l queuifif^ iivi' k^ns 

I Si\/ nxavtf it .mu 

S, h pui ieti/Of iOiytffum ; 



IJOIL 

Tin gle «o!n»* bt^tirts m*.piTr>i viih 
\it(i inai^rs suinr droop in suiter satInoSB ; 

Make," politieiv^n- soitml to Uartk^ 

.And lovets of Iheir mi^lreSM praitie ; 

\\ hiJr with * potations piuti<^ deep^ 

It lulls »f«t’ "er/ous sot to sleep. 

I)ri\kivvt is OTK? of tilow' popular vires, wifidi* 
people rts’koa among tlwr v^ma! failings; and it 
ii tliou*Tlit no great liioi on a nian's (?haracter, to say 
he tak^s hiji gla^s rather too freedy. But as those vices 
art* ino.st dangerous and likely lo prevail, which, if not 
approved, are at least connuonly excused, I have been 
templed U) e.xainine, whether drinking really deservtss 
that qiianeni nveivos from the generality of mankind: 
and i must own, that alter a strict attention to the 
principal Tiiotives, that iiiilucc men to bec/>iD0 hard 
drinkers, as well as to the consequences which such 
excesses produce, 1 am at a loss to account fc^r iJib 
^ec*(uvt‘d inaxirru that * in good wine there is truth 
and should no more ex|H»ct hnppinc*ss in a full bowh 
than chastity in the bar of a taverh. 

I'hc incentives to this practice are some of them 
very blocking, and some very rkliculous ; as w’ill j[»er« 
haps ap(>car from the following characters. 

Poor Heartly was blest with every noble qualilica- 
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tioD of the head and heart, and bade fair for the love 
and adm^ation of the whole world : but was unfortu- 
nately bdnnd in a very large sum for a friend, who dis- 
appeared, and lefl him to the mercy of the law. The 
distresses, thus brought upon him by the treachery of 
another, threw him into the. deepest despair ; and he 
had at last recourse to drinking, to benumb (if possi- 
ble) the very sense of reflection. He is miserable, 
when sober ; and when drunk, stupified and muddled : 
bis misfortunes have robbed him of all the joys of 
life; and he is now endoavouring w'ilfully to put an 
end to tliem by a slow poison. , 

Tom Buck, from the first day that he was put into 
breeches, was always accounted a boy of spirit ; and 
before he reached the top of Weslminster school, knew 
the names and faces of the most noted girls upon town, 
tos.sed off his claret with a smack, and had a long tick 
at the tavern. When he went to Oxford, he espoused 
the Tory party, because they drank ilcepest; and he 
has for some years J;icen accounted a four bottle man. 
He drank for fame ; and has so well established his 
character, that he was never known to send a man from 
his chambers sober, but generally laid his whoh^ com- 
pany under the table. Since his leaving the Univer- 
sity nobody ever acquired more reputation by elec- 
tioneering ; for be can see out the stoutest, freeholder in 
England. He has, indeed, swallowed many a tun in 
the service of his country ; and is now a sounder pa- 
triot by two bottles, than any roan in the country. 

Poor Wou’d-bo became a debauchee through mere 
baslifulnesH, and a foolish sort of modesty, that haa 
made many a man drunk in spite of hit teeth. He con- 
tracted an acquaintance with a set of hard drinkers ; 
and though he would as soon choose to swallow a dose 
of physic, has not courage to refuse his bumper. He is 
drunk every night, and always sick to death the next 
morning, when he constantly resolves to drink nothing 
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btrocigpr than <imaU b^r tor the fifture; but ai night 
the poor i«;Uow gets drunk again thiough H^wnright 
modesty Thus Wou’d-be suffers hiuiscU to be preh- 
sed into the service ; and since )ie has commented a 
jolly fellow, IS bec^c one of the most mismblo 
w fitchew upon earth ^ 

Hour St Ned Brimmer is at pre<«cnt iht mostdHmal 
obpet, that ever fell a sacnfiti to liquor, h vias un** 
luckily his first ambition to piomotc what is called 
rood h Hove ship lit t!ii4 undertaking he ha» in a 
very few >iarb entirely ruincHl hi*' coustituuoa, and 
now ^ulkb up and down in so piUnias a condition, as 
might inspire his companions with more xntUiuholy 
ri.fit'i lions than an empty bottle He ha$ quite lost aU 
nppotite; and he is now obliged to keep up a wi*ak 
diiifu al heat in his body, by the same means that 
destro)ed the natural warmth of hn coostnution ~ 
Ruin, Brandy, and Ubquebaugh are hto diot<*drmks ^ 
<*ud he may perhaps linger a few months, bisfore ho 
tal^'' a luuftvr to good fellowship 

Having thu't taken a short view of the unhappy 
mutiviSs, tliat induce men to become hard dnukera, 
few perhaps will think such reasons any recommenda- 
tion to diuukcunc^s. Nor can I imagine they will 
grow mote fond of it, by observing what strange 
(reatures they arc during their intoxication. Shak- 
speurc calls u ' putting a devil into their mouths, to^ 
Mieal away their brains:* and, indeed, a cup too? 
much turob a man the wrong side out ; and wine, ,at 
the same time it takes away the power of standing 
•from tlie legs, deprives the mind of all sense and re- 
Hcction. It IS whimsical enough to consider the di0or- 
eut effects, which wine produces on different tciu|>eri^* 
Sometimes, like love, it makes a fool sensible, and a 
wise man an ass ; and seems to imbibe a new quality 
from every different body, as water ttim a Uncture 
irom the grqund U rum ibtQogb, 


4 
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Horace has« with groat pleasantry recapitulated the 
various 4|kctJi of wine in u 'stanza, which J have 
placed at the >iead of' this paper. < >ue man grows 
maudlin and w w'p« ; another becorne-s merry and fa- 
cetious ; a third (puirrels, throt^a bottle at Ins com- 
puniou’s lioad, and could run Iih nearest fric-nd tlirough 
tho body; a fourth is mad for a girl, ;uid filU in love 
with a htrect-walker ; while to a filth, the liquor 
3crv<;.s an opiate, and lulls him to ‘'let'p. Shak>|)earo 
has also , 'shown thi"* variety of diararters wiih great 
humour. C lassic cncs, ‘ iei^ to bu-mess,' and iiu- 
tnwliately begins to hiccup his prayorr. and bt*lchcs out 
'.his ho|)es ol salvalum: Ju^ti^e Sih'nce, who does nut 
speak a %\ofd while he is soU'f, has m> fcoiniet ‘•wal- 
lowed tilt* rousing cup. than ht* roars out a catch, and 
grows ihe noisiest man in the company. It is reported 
to ha\i‘ been one of the most evipiisite entertaiiiment.s 
iKo the choice spirits, in the beginning of ihi- < t‘«tur). 
to get Addis<.»ii and Sti'<'U' together in coiujiari) toj the 
evening. Steele entertained them, till lie was tipsy ; 
\vhefi the same wine, that .siupificd linn, onlj served 
elevate Addison, w-ho took up iln* bail jii.-t a.s 
StCtdc dropped it, and kepi it iiji lor die rest of the 
evening. “^uS'hey, vtlio have never be*‘j\ present at a 
scene of flii*'* kind, may see the whole gioup of 
drunken characters, displayed at one view with infi- 
nite humour, iu Hogarth’s Modem Midnight ( on- 
vernation. 

Thus exnw of drinking \erifu*s nil th»‘ transforma- 
tions, reeordetl in the fable i ffhav'- cup : and per* 
hups the true reason wliy fhjcrlui- i- alw ays ptiuneif 
with horns, is to .imiiiiute^ iluit wme turns men into 
boasts. Indeed, if none were to indulge ihemseive< 
ill drinking, except those, wlio (hko Steele and Ad- 
dison) could be witty and agret»ubie m their cups, the 
iiuriiher of hard drinkers would be very happily diti|i« 
nished. Most men have so little right to plead an ex-. 

I 
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cime of this sorf in vindicaticm of their dninkenness, 
that winr either makes them very rude, very stupid, 
or very tnad. It is a vulgar error to suppose, that U- 
<pu»r only <ho\vs ill (ptahtics, since it also frec|uenlly 
ereates them ; and engenders notions in the mind quite 
foreign to it’s natural.^dispoi*Hion, which are the mere 
efleets of wine, nrul bit'ak out like blotches and ear- 
buru le." on the face, The disgustful appeanince, which 
most people make when they are drunk, was what in- 
duced the Spill tan** to iuioxicute thoir sl«vi‘s, and show 
them to iheir children, in order to deter them from so 
odiou*' ti vice. In like mniinor let the choice spirit^ 
v\ ho 1^ often >een '•noring in an arined-chair in a tavern, 
or hanging his head over# the j[K)t, retlect what a 
shocking tiguri' he iimsl have made, when he sees the 
dnink<‘iL beggar sleeping on a bulk, or rolling in the 
kennel ! 

Whoever thus i^onsiders the motives iliat generally 
milnee men to give into fhcJs? excesses, and how ndi- 
ciilous Und unliappy they arc often riMideriHl by the 
HTeel'', will hardly Im‘ tempted by the ehurms of a 
bottle:^ and, iiideid, hard drinking is frequently one 
among the many evils fliat ariM" from vianr of educa- 
tion. 'J'hf dull eoumry squire, who has no taste for 
literary umusenieni.-, has nothing, except hi,', dogs and 
horst^s, but hi-^ bumper to divert him ; and the town 
squire sits soaking for the same reasons in a tavern, 
’'rhes+‘ are the common herd of Hacbhus’s swine : but 
noihing H more .--hocking than to see a man of senD(^.» 
thus destroying his purw and constitution. It not 
pidy makf*.s a terrible innovanon in his whole frame 
and intellects, but also rofw him of the soi.iety of 
those like Junisell, with whom he should associate, and 
reduces him to the level of a set of wretches ; .since all 
may be admitted to his company and conversation, 
who are able to loss oflf a burner. 

Tliese considerations are sufficient to convinco us of 
VOL. xxxr, V 
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the evils^ ^v)lich result from hsird drinking: but it 
will shock us still more, it* we refltx't, how niuch it 
will infliienco oor life and conduct. Wlnxiver is en- 
gaged in a profession, s\ ill never apply to it with «uc- 
c<^ss, while he sticks so clo.^e to his bottle ; and the 
tradesman, who endoavoors to make busiiu^ss and plea> 
■ure compatible, will never be abb to make both ends 
meet. 'I'hu**, whether health, tatne, or interest is re- 
gard(?d, drunkenness should be avoided : und wo may 
sa) with C’assio, ‘ every inordinate cup ia unblest, 
and the ingredient is a devil.' . 

O. " ' 
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— — fbit'ina, quit e$t crudfUor in uos 

Tt Dem f ui sempet ^ud^s iltudere rtlm 

iJumanu — HOK. 

Why, Fortune, serve us such a cruel prank. 

To turn thy wheel, «ud give us hlank, blank, blank! 

I CANNOT but admire the ingenious device prefixed 
to the advertisements of lli^ard's JLottery'OlHce, 
^in which Fortune ia represented hovering o^or the 
‘heads of a great numb^ of people, and scattering 
down all kinds of prises among them. What Mr. 
Hazard has here delineated, every advonturer in the, 
late lottery had pictured to himself : llic Tm 'rhou- 
sand constantly floated before his eyes, sod each per- 
apn had already possessed it iu imagiiiaLioa. But, 
alas ! all our expectations are now* at an end : die 
^Iden dream is at length vanished ; and those, whose 
heads were kept giddy all the while that the wheel of 
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l^oitunc was tifrning round, havi* now itisiin* stdxrly 
to rcfkHt on then disappotiituiCMit How ninii) un> 
hnpp) tradesmen must now trudge on toot all »hcir 
hv<K, who des!gn<*d to loll m their chanofn^ How 
mun\ poor inaKlens ot good family but no fortune, 
intiHi Idninii^h uU their days without the eomlort^ of 
n hu*>b<ind and a coarh and my* E\eiy Iumi thinks 
himseit ill UM*d bv Fortune: and e\eu Mrs Betty, 
flu* powM<jr 1)1 a single sixieentli, lo the olfice, 
pa>s her penn\, and reieiM's tin tidm^N of her ill 
ituk with surprise gnt"* to another ollue, pa^h luT 
peaM\, luai*» ihe same diMigreeablt iniormatiou, and 
<an lurcli\ Mry haidlv pcis»i.ide herbolt, that Fortune 
'•hould ha\e doomed her still to wash the dishes, and 
s( rub down the mi iirs 

Thus tlu Mews of e\eT\ adtenturer are directed to 
thesime point, though then moiiu s for engaging ui 
tin loiter) nia\ b< different (hie mini puts in, Ihj-j 
M itiN* In 1" willing to be in Fottune’s way auoiher, 
baatic lu h.id good buk in the last, and anoth<*r, 
betiiust lu m M r gut an \ thing btf ore . this indulges 
in tha pro^jM 1 1 of making a foitune , and that t om- 
forts liinist if with th< pleasing ho|)es of ictnering his 
deeper lU t’rt innstanres Etery one, however, thinks 
himsi If tts lire of tin* Ten ThoiiMind, as if he had it 
in his pocket , and his onl) <onu*m ii, how to dispose 
of It W o may, iliirefore, connidor ev<ry adventurer, 
AS haring been in actual pobscssion of this treasure; 
and out of fifty thousand people, who haie lA*en bleiV 
withm this fortnight with such idea) good fortune, I 
Mloct the following instances, which fell within 
Tn\ own notice 

Joseph Wilkins of Tham«>*»ireet, Ksquire, (Join*' 
n)on-( ounril-Mnn and c heesemongur, got the 10 , COOL 
He could not bt ar the foggy nir and ding) tiiuation of 
the city • he. therefore, resolved to take a house at the 
St JanU'* « end of the totvn, and to bt up a snug boA. 
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a.1 Hampstead in the (.-hinese taste, for hi? retirement 
on Sun^ys. A ehanot was absolute!} necessary* to 
carry him to and from ’Change every ini»rning : Imt 
he'intwidwl lo have it made acrordmg to the iimdern 
tWiion, lhai it might occasionally be converted into a 
post chaise, to wht^ei him on a Saturday night to hi.? 
^*4toun try -seat, and back again on the Monday tm»rnmg. 
He designed to be chose aidennan the first vacancy ; 

' after that to hi* made shonflT, riH-eive the honour ol 
Itnighthood, and perhaps get into pariunneni : aiul 
whenever ho passed by the Mansioiwllonse, he <-onld 
not but look upon it with pleasure, ns the future re- 
;,si<ience of his lordship. Nothing was now wanting 
i:i>ut a careful plodding partner, who '^hunld take upon 
i-jhimself the whoh* drudgery of the -^hop ; so tliai the 
; Squire might have no further tomble, than lo iwnve 
; Ids dividend of the profits. But while ho was ennsi- 
deriug on whom this important favour should be c*c»n- 

.:^erriHb his ticket was drawn iUIanft ; and Stpnru 

^/Wilkins Ik cotUeiUed with hw greasy eiupUwnn nt of 
cutting out penny-w orths of Cheshirt‘ ('het‘se. 

^ Jonathan Wildgooso of ('heap>ide, sdk-nuMcer. 
ioo much taste to be coiifim;d to dirty busine'‘S whi^u' 
^'4 mi neglecU»d for the more agrc*»able pursiiit> of plea- 
| »ur©» Slaving therefore met with great losses in trade, 
^idjjjvas obliged to embark the remain^ of hi'> sluuienil 
^^Iprtoiliin the lottery, and by purchasing a innnbei of 
s^^|icltcy||gpured to himself the 10,(XX)1 He had de- 
1“ to keep his s^iccess :wrei, bilk hi- creditors 

by bdKittig bankrupt, turn the whole into an annuuy 
his life, and live abroad like a gtuuleinan u|:>ori t!' ' 
^ income. Bat dpluckily hiscnditois came upon him 
p|W quickly ; anS before be could know , that he had 
got the Ten Thousand, hurriixl him to jail, where 
now lies, lamendag that the Act of [n,scilvency had 
b^ jpoetponed flu after the lottery. 

oi[''Kkd!0W| in the county of Sx^lop, 
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tlojiltr arul chapmaiK got the 10*0001. This 
g<‘fit!t‘ioaH v\as loro- warned of his siimn%s by several 
iihiispiitaliie lukeiis. His lady hod dreamed of a par- 
tii'uiar mnnlier four nights together; and while the 
h«*li? were ringing on his being ehuse bailiff of the 
«:<»rjKii.iti6n* they sjuike in as plain words as ever 
\\ hutiiigt^m lu’iwd. * Mr. John Jones will get ten 
duui'..ind pound -Mr. John Joiu«i will get ton thou- 
poniul/ lie and his hid), therefore, camo iip to 
London: ;n:Ji not bom;; able to meet with the par-' 
^K uiur number ai Hay.amrs or Wilson's, or any otlidf 
i)tnit* MMuarkiible for j>elliug the Ten 'rbott- 

-.ind'*. the) .idv<‘rti>ed it in the papers, and got tha 
grea» nniv paying a guinea more for thoii ticket- 

the inarkei-pnec*. As Mrs. .lom*s knew a good' 
dial (»l the world, having lived (or some years in ' 
ipj.ility of an uppi'r servant in a great !iuuse» she was 
ileiermined that Mr. Jones should take the op^ior^ > 
tnimy, ni»w ihev were in town, of loarning how U^' 
beliavi* lum'^eli a- he should do when he catne to lu« , 
forlum*. >^ 111 '. ihercloro, iutroducaHl him to the besti 
company in ail ilie hoiwykeepers’ and stewards’ rooms f 
ill the be'i I'aiiuiin.-. where she was lU'quaintoti : and 'I 
as Mr. June- ua^ defieieni in f)o1itericss» as not ; 
even to know how to make a bow in coming into 
room, he had private h*ssuns from Mr. Aaron 
who uiulortakes to foadi grown gootlemiiia to dance* 
Mrs. .K»m'> herself was very busy in conauliing witJi> 
Uu* .iiidlmer and inantua-inaker about the newest;' 
fai<l\ion, when the long lookiHl-ror Ten Thoosaijdf 
(‘aiiie up ; ami directly after the hey-gee-lto cardt^j; 
tiieiii down again to Salop, with this only cboiM>latio0|| 
that their ticket wa.'i within one of the foritijilS9|P 
number. * '-X 

S»r (iuinphry Oldcastlo, having greasy dipped hSl) 
e-tate b> being diosjm into parhanieDt on the Toafy? 
itr.eresu mortgaged 'all be had to pat 
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the way of the 10,0d0L for the gootf of bis couinrs. 
This seasonahie recruit frxed him a stauncli patriot ; 
and be tleclared ite wotdd stand another olrciion 
againi^tt all exposition. But, however it happon<^, 
the fioishing ol the lottery has induced him to cliangc 
bis sentiments; and Sir Humphry, in lieu ol' the 
IO,(X)Ol. has accepted a place, 

Joinmy Lister, an attorney''» clerk, was carried 
into the lottery by pure dtsintercHted love. He had 
conceived a violent passion for his rriasier’s daughter ; 
but the pnidont old gentleman could not be prevnileck 
cn to give her away to a handsome young fellow 
'without a penny. This enraged him so much, that 
immodiately sold the reversion ot a small estate 
after the death of his gnindinother, and by laymg out 
the purchase-money, as far as it wouUl go, in shares 
and chances, got the 10,00UL He was for some lime 
in doubt, whether he should bestow his good fortune 
the young lady, or employ it moft» tushionably iu 
keeping n girl, Ifowever, his hopes soon sunk to one 
^of tlie 5(XX)1. prizes, which htf generously determined 
*^t<> ju?ttle upon her logetimr with his person. But itt, 
this too he was unhappily disappointed ; and at last, 
like u true lover, contented himself with the thoughts 
of maintaining her v^Ty prettily (even though the 
. father should give her nothing) on the income of one 
other of the inferior prizes, Avhich he was sure would 
jft® to Hia Jot. For^tune, alas ! is no less blind a deity 
lhau love : they both conspired to disappoint 1 im ; 
faawl the*flbsncceasftt1 gallant, having received a pasi* 
^;ttya refusal from his mistress, out of mere spite 
j.fl«etly married the maid. 

Mac Mullen, a decoyed gnmesier, made 
to purchase the chance of a sixteenth, which 
l^hotwitbatandifig^the great odds agajn<«t him) came up 
The &it thing to be done wa.s to purchase 
Bvh of ^tbea with his part of the prize, 
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liire an<H|uipag^, pass liimself off for it man of quality^ 
and snap up a rich doiaager or heiress ; afti^r which it 
was very easy for him to dupe alt the raw gamesters 
a.t Arthur's out of rhdr estates, and to take in all tho 
knowiiig-ones on the turf at Newmarket. He a<h 
cordingiy bespoke liis liveries, settled the fashion tif 
hi> eharriut, a4id had already pitched upon the lady^^ 
whose good luck it should (>& to lalf in love with 
him : but -o iincerUiin is the state of a gamester, that 
bUicc the drawing of the lottery he has advertised fot 
rharitablecofUributious ton distressed gentleman,’ who 
kiiow'M the world, and has had the honour to be iuti« 
mate with must of the nobility and gentry in tho. 
kingdom. 

1 need not point out any particular instances amon^ 
the other sox, with re*4pect to their disposal of tho. 
Ten Thousand ; which every lady had secured by 
choosing the ticket lioisoU. taking particular care, thi^ 
the aumbor should be art odd one. The married ladiM 
have sutKcioiU calls for even double tliis sutn, to isupK 
ply them with the necessaries of dress, and to anawoT; 
^1 ‘ '.::p«uis<?s of frequenting public diversions; and aa 
to the unmarried ladies, they very well know tlm 
truth of that niaxuu in the ballad, that * in ten thou- 
sand pounds ten thousand charms are centred.’ Some 
ancient maiden ladies, who could never be brought to 
think of a husband, or to give into the vauiues of 
the world, were resolved to live retired opoa their;: 
pri ' ' in the country, and leave proofs of their gooidL 
di positions behind them, by swelling out their wiilr 
w ih a long list of items to this or that charity or 
hospital. 

liefure 1 conclude, I cannot but take notice of tho: 
great generosity of iny own publisher upon getting tha , 
10,0CX)L As his success was owing to his laying 
in the lottery all the promts, which had already 
from the publication of doi Paper, he tud deterdlidiiii 
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■ p i Ki pH m/ luftm miMbm graus ^aad }»d e\«<n 
WjgniBlt W Iwtpowa hgniw for ^ motion o( poor 
PllMfl(> Vaim|i|Mly m (ho puhlit., a<i 'hoH ob my 
i><Hijhiri>ViKtiqke hwInutraWhu dHtntf>restotl 
i iiraa I myHdf dm admitted to'eat Imh mtit> 
* Wfodc; and (instead of giving away 
WfMpMl) Im Im adoartued, that the twelvm edition 
(ft tlWOoaMliineur wiUbe pttbUrfied on Toeeday the 
Mtb «f dtia November, in t%o pocket vo*^ 

|K:ice 9ix dulbngB bound. 
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